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MT 43 News
Local People. Local Stories.

Broadwater County and East Helena

Four Members of the Montana 99s Painted the 
Tarmac at the Broadwater Airport 

Matt Nelson 

On November 2, 1919, 117 women pilots 
from around the country got together 
to form their own organization, and 
they chose the name ‘Ninety-nines’ after the first 99 
charter members showed up. Amelia Earhart was the 
first president, elected in 1931. Now it is called the 
International Organization of Women Pilots.

Four members of the Montana 99s came to the 
Broadwater County (formerly called Townsend) air-
port on Saturday, September 27th, to paint the airport 
name and the field elevation on the tarmac in front of 
the hangars and the location of the fuel pump, since 
the airport is now open to air traffic after the recent 

Members of the Montana 99s. L-R Janine Schwahn, Charithy Fechter, Megan Bleck, 
Kelli Weed, Jessica Lancelle, Heidi Litton, and Airport Manager Dwight Thompson.

Photo Credit: Matt Nelson
Fresh paint job on the airport tarmac by the Montana 99s

Photo Credit: Matt Nelson

reconstruction of the runway and taxiway, and tarmac.
The four ladies very diligently made extensive 

measurements of the letters and numbers to be painted 
and then applied an outline of each character with 
two-inch-wide blue tape. They were at the airport for 
about 4 hours.  

Janine Schwahn is the Vice Chair, Amelia Earhart 
(AE) Scholarship Chair, and Airmarking Chair for the 
Montana 99s. She has held numerous officer positions 
in the past, and member since 2009. She said, “We go 
around to different airports and we put the name of the 
airport and the elevation. We paint it with 10-foot-high, 
yellow letters. We service 40 airports in Montana."

"It started back before the wars so that people could 
identify the airports, pre-GPS, etc, where you were, 

and during the wars to cover up airfields. They all got 
covered over, blacked out, so now we do it again as 
kind of a historical remembrance for one of the things 
we used to do. So, it is a community service, and we do 
it for free. Montana Aeronautics gives us all the paint, 
and we use donations to buy all the supplies."

Jessica Lancello is an active board member on the 
Broadwater County Airport board. She said, “I am a 
Captain on the Boeing 737 for Delta Air Lines. My 
husband, Dylan Lancello, is a Captain on an Airbus 
320/321 for Delta Air Lines. We have been in Townsend 
for 6 years.”

Heidi Litton is the wife of Wade Litton, one of the 
two flight instructors at the airport. 

Thanks to all of you ladies for painting the runway.

Rachael Brug
MT43 News Staff Reporter

The East Helena School Board meeting 
last week drew a packed audience as 
community members voiced concerns, administrators 
reported on a record enrollment, and trustees approved 
a new cross-town shuttle bus to ease traffic congestion.

The meeting opened with a tense public comment 
period. Residents Aaliyah Trembley Dryan and Anna 
Shipman addressed the board, urging action regarding 
longstanding allegations of teacher misconduct. Both 
speakers called for a transparent, independent investiga-
tion and expressed frustration over what they described 
as years of inaction. Board members, citing Montana’s 
open meeting laws, listened but did not respond.

Enrollment is up across the district, with nearly 
2,026 students now attending East Helena schools—
an increase of nearly 70 from last June. High school 
principal Paul Condon noted a surge in freshmen, while 
other administrators described crowded classrooms 

East Helena School Board Faces Public Concerns, 
Approves New Shuttle Bus

and the need for creative scheduling. “We’re feeling 
the pressure on space and resources,” said elementary 
principal Gus Somerfeld, who reported some fourth-
grade classes nearing state size limits.

Superintendent Dan Rispens reported that the district’s 
central office relocation was completed under budget, 
with staff and the public responding positively to the 
new space. Security upgrades are planned but were 
delayed due to cost.

In new business, the board unanimously approved 
funding for an afternoon shuttle bus to help students 
travel between schools and reduce parent traffic. “We 
believe this will be a real convenience for families,” 
said Rispens.

Other highlights included updates on summer main-
tenance projects, a robust summer school program, and 
the review and approval of several policy revisions to 
align with recent legislative changes.

The meeting concluded with the board approving 
Superintendent Rispens’ request to attend a national 
conference in Nashville. The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for October 13 at East Valley Middle School.

Line of cars passing each other on Pay Dirt Road after being diverted around the accident.
Brenda Phillips, MT43 News Photographer

US Highway 287 and Silos Road Scene of Another Accident 
Article on Page 9

Search for the Beginnings of 
the Centerville Cemetery

Shelley Douthett

My search for the beginnings of the Centerville Cemetery 
reached a new low when I acted on what I thought 
was a brilliant idea. In my effort to figure out how the 
Centerville Cemetery came to be, I went to the Montana 
Historical Society website and accessed the public 
newspaper portal. I typed in ‘Centerville Cemetery’, hit 
search, and got 132 entries. Surely one of those would 
have something about who started it. 

I’ve made it through about 60 or so newspapers go-
ing back as far as the early 1900s and this is what I’ve 
learned. A quit claim deed from the city of Townsend to 
Broadwater County was done in 1945 and an association 
was formed by Mrs. Roy Noble, Mrs. Shirley VanVoast, 
and Barbara Doggett. Before that, 1938, a notice was 
put in the paper to have a meeting to create an associa-
tion to take care of the cemetery. No other information 
on the results of the meeting or if one even took place. 

Seach for the Beginnings, 6
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2025 SCHEDULE 
At Heritage Park | No Dogs Allowed

Rotary Food & Beer
4:00 – 9:00 	Friday
10:00 – 9:00 Saturday
10:00 – 5:00 Sunday

Fall Fest Vendors
10:00 – 6:00 Saturday
10:00 – 5:00 Sunday

Friday, October 3
5:00 – 7:00	Dusty Tones
7:30 – 10:00 The Justin Case Band 

Saturday, October 4
7:00 – 11:00 Fireman’s Breakfast at  

	 Townsend Fire Station
10:00 – 11:30  The Unpredictables
12:00 – 2:00 Matt Strachan and the Hoot Owls
2:00 – 2:30 Stein Hoisting Contest
2:30 – 4:30 Vinyl City
4:30	– 5:00 Keg Tapping
5:00	– 7:00 VooDoo Alley
7:30 – 10:00 Kentucky Straight	

Sunday, October 5
7:00 – 11:00 Car Show Registration – N. Pine  

	 @ Broadway St
7:00 – 11:00 Fireman’s Breakfast at  

	 Townsend Fire Station
9:30 – 10:30 	 Worship
9:30 – 4:00 Car Show DJ – On Broadway St
10:00 – 4:00 “Shifters & Drifters” Car Show
11:00 – 12:00 Lula’s Roadie
12:30 – 2:30 Paige and the Peoples Band
3:00	– 3:30 Chicken Poo Bingo (at Broadway  

	 & S. Pine)
3:00 – 5:30 Scotty Mack and the Nugs
4:00 – 4:30 Awards for Car Show –  

	 On Broadway Street

The Rotary Club of Townsend thanks 
our many generous sponsors, the City of 

Townsend, City Council, City Office and the 
City Crew.  Without your cooperation and sup-

port, this event would not be possible. 
www.TownsendRotary.org 

www.TownsendFallFest.com 

2025 Theme Outer Space & NASA
Photo Provided by Edgewater Farms

Townsend’s Edgewater Farms: Page 6

Townsend Water Tower in the Fall
Photo Credit: Brenda Phillips
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Butte High Cross Country Invitational
MT43 News Sports Reporter

On Thursday, September 25th, a large group of specta-
tors enjoyed the beautiful fall day at the Butte High XC 
Invitational. For the competitors, however, combining the 
words “warm and sunny” with an afternoon start makes 
for an uncomfortable run. However, the Broadwater 
Bulldogs were up to the task with five of them clocking 
their personal best times at 5K.

The Junior Varsity Girls were the first to the course at 
high noon; a two-loop path meandering around Highland 
View Golf Course on a gradual terrain where the runners stay 
within view for the entire 3.1-mile race. Logan Barkhurst 
(27:23) made her first start of the season for the Bulldogs, 
finishing 125th, while Fiona Nelson (37:09) came in 164th.

Next up were the Junior Varsity Boys with the largest 
field of the day of 269 runners. Luke Tullos (21:27) and 
Keaton Cavasos (21:30) lead the way for the team, finishing 
132nd and 138th, respectively. Gavin Johnson (21:35 PR) 
and Urijah Duede (22:22 PR) both continue to improve, 
posting personal bests on their way to finishing 141st and 
167th. These two gentlemen have shortened their times 
each week of the season so far, remarkable considering 
the varying courses and conditions. Rounding out the JV 
boys were brothers Trey (26:04) and Wyatt (31:51) Coker, 
finishing 244th and 265th. The JV squad placed 17th as a 
team with 524 points.

The Varsity Girls’ gun blew at 1:10 with Kyla Meissner 
crossing the finish line 19 minutes and 27 seconds later, 
coming in fifth. Elaine MacDonald was not far behind in 
44th place in 21:36. Freshman Addy Mosher continues 
to slash her times with her first varsity finish in 99th with 
her new PR of 24:37. The remainder of the team were: 
105th Arabella McDaniel (25:24), 110th Shalyn Sentinella 
(26:01), and 117th Tana Santi (29:48). The ladies scored 
344 points for a team finish of 14th.

Completing the day for the Bulldogs were the Varsity 
Boys with Junior Dallas Fligge continuing to improve in 
his return to cross-country, placing 67th with a personal 
best time of 18:10. Gavin Green (19:51) was next in 103rd. 
The trio of Rylan Hoveland (20:34), Clayton Rice (21:00), 
and Sam Flesch (21:07 PR) ran the whole race within 
sight of each other and finished 109th, 113th, and 114th. 
Making his first varsity start was freshman Isaiah Lapsley 
(23:44) in 121st. The team placed 16th with 490 points.

Homecoming week will have the Bulldogs competing 
at the Headwaters Invitational in Three Forks on Friday 
morning, October 3rd, at the Headwaters Golf Course. This 
will be the first real chance for our Bulldogs to measure 
how competitive they are against runners from their own 
division, while hopefully logging PR times on a historically 
fast course. Next on the calendar for the Bulldogs will be 
the Capital City 7 of 7 Meet at Bill Roberts Golf Course 
on October 9th, a full day of racing with nine separate 
contests and sixteen champions throughout the day.

Lady Bulldogs fly off the start at the Butte Invitational (in blue, l to r: Kyla Meissner, 
Addy Mosher, Bella McDaniel, Elaine McDaniel, and Tana Santi.

MT43 News Sports Reporter

Junior Rylan Hoveland has been a steady presence on 
the XC team; running every year since sixth grade.

MT43 News Sports Reporter

Freshman Addy Mosher clocked her latest 
PR in her first varsity race.

MT43 News Sports Reporter

Bryleigh Erickson
BHS Sports Reporter

On Friday, September 26th, the 
Townsend Bulldogs Varsity Football 
team travelled to Three Forks to 
take on the Wolves. The Bulldogs 
are 3-0 in their season so far, with one conference win 
against Big Timber last week. The Wolves are 1-1 in 
the conference, coming off a loss to the Manhattan 
Tigers last week. 

In the first quarter, the Bulldogs struggled to get on 
the board. The Wolves scored one touchdown, making 
the score 0-7 going into the second quarter.

Early in the second quarter, the Wolves scored 
another rushing touchdown, raising their lead to 14. 
The Bulldogs struggled to score offensively, but Tavyn 
Anderson had an interception on defense to stop one 
of the Wolves' possessions. The Wolves put up two 
more touchdowns before the half, making the score 

Bulldog Football to Play Jefferson During Homecoming

Bulldog DB Colt Barnard breaks up a pass to Wolves WR 
Marcus Pestel during last Friday's game against Three Forks

Kelly Morris Photography

Bulldog WR Logan Johnson catches a long pass from 
QB Tavyn Anderson and takes it in for a touchdown 

in last Friday's game against Three Forks.
Kelly Morris Photography

Bulldog DL Tanner Bird puts the pressure on the Wolves QB 
Kanon Reichman during last Friday's game against Three Forks.

Kelly Morris Photography

0-27 at the half. 
At the start of the third quarter, Trenton Hoveland 

punted, and Colt Barnard recovered the Wolves’ fumble, 
giving the Bulldogs good field position. Tavyn Anderson 
scored a 19-yard touchdown to finally get the Bulldogs 
on the board. Three Forks added a rushing touchdown 
and had a two-point conversion to make the score 7-35.

Freshman Heston Vandenacre played well, replac-
ing Tavyn Anderson briefly for the Bulldogs. After 
Anderson came back in, the Bulldogs scored on a pass 
to Logan Johnson. The third quarter ended with the 
Wolves up 14-35. 

The fourth quarter started with a Three Forks touch-
down, extending their lead to 41-14. After that, Tavyn 
Anderson threw a touchdown pass to Bryce Lessley. 
The Bulldogs tried for a two-point conversion, but 
failed, making the score 41-20.  Marek Easter had a 
sack on the Three Forks quarterback. Tanner Bird then 
blocked the Wolves' punt to down the Bulldogs on the 
one-yard line. Tavyn Anderson ran the ball in for a 
touchdown. The Bulldogs tried for another two-point 
conversion, but it was unsuccessful. The game finished 
with a Wolves win 41-26. 

The Bulldogs will play Jefferson on Friday, October 
3rd. The Bulldogs will play at home at 7 pm. It is the 
Bulldogs' homecoming game during which Homecom-
ing Royalty will be crowned.
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East Helena Schools & SportsEast Helena Schools & Sports
OCTOBER

Fri 3 - Sat 4
•	 Varsity Golf @ State Sidney

Friday 3
•	 3:00 pm: Cross Country at Great Falls
•	 7:00 pm: Varsity Football at Laurel 

Tuesday 7
•	 4:00 pm: Boys Soccer @ Park
•	 6:00 pm: Girls Soccer @ Park
•	 6:00 pm: PTO Meeting East Valley Middle School

Wed 8 - Thu 9
•	 3:00 pm: Parent-Teacher Conferences East Valley 	
	 Middle School

Thursday 9
•	 12:00 pm: Cross Country @ Helena 7 on 7

Fri 10 - Sat 11
•	 East Helena High School Volleyball @ Blocktober Fest

OCTOBER

Friday 3
•	 12:00 pm: EARLY RELEASE
•	 4:00 pm: Middle School Cross 	
	 Country at Boulder
•	 6:00 pm: Old Baldy - Intro to Jew-
elry in the FCCLA 		  Classroom
•	 7:00 pm: High School Football - Jefferson
•	 TBD: High School Cross Country at Three Forks

Saturday 4
•	 High School Volleyball at the Jefferson Tournament

Monday 6
•	 4:00 pm: Middle School Football @ Jefferson
•	 4:00 pm: Middle School Volleyball vs. Manhattan
•	 5:30 pm: JV Football @ Jefferson

Tuesday 7
•	 4:30 pm: Parent/Teacher Conferences
•	 7:00 pm: Booster Club Meeting at The Bridge

Wednesday 8
•	 6:00 pm: Old Baldy - Photography: Unlocking Your 	
	 Camera in the Library Classroom
•	 7:00 pm: Old Baldy - Open Gyms (Pickleball,  
	 Basketball, Laps)

Thursday 9
•	 School Picture Retake Day
•	 High School Cross Country @ Helena - Senior Day
•	 4:00 pm: High School Volleyball @ Jefferson
•	 5:30 pm: Senior Steak Fry Setup
•	 6:00 pm: Old Baldy - Beginning Guitar in the Library 	
	 Classroom

Friday 10
•	 NO SCHOOL
•	 5:00 pm: Senior Steak Fry - Elementary Commons
•	 7:00 pm: High School Football vs. Manhattan - Senior 	
	 / Pink Night

Sat 11 - Sun 12
•	 EMT Training in the Elementary Commons

Saturday 11
•	 1:00 pm:   High School Volleyball @ Three Forks

Sun 12 - Tue 14
•	 FFA NILE @ Billings

Townsend School & SportsTownsend School & Sports

East Helena Library Hours

Andrea Eckerson
Branch Manager 

Hours:
Monday - Wednesday: 

10 am- 6:00 pm.
Thursday and Friday: 

10 am- 5:00 pm
Saturdays: 10 am-1:00 pm
Sundays: Closed

OCTOBER

Wednesday 8
•	 10:30 am: Storytime
•	 4:00 pm: Full Moon Manga for Teens & Tweens

Thursday 9
•	 8:30 am: Walk & Talk Book Club

Lewis & Clark Library East 
Helena Branch, 16 E Main 

Street in East Helena.
Nancy Marks, MT43 
News Photographer

OCTOBER

Tuesday 7
•	 10:00 am: Commission/CAO 		
	 Working Meeting

Wednesday 8
•	 10:00 am: Commission Meeting

Broadwater County Broadwater County 
Government CalendarGovernment Calendar

OCTOBER

Friday 3
•	 11:00 am: Three Forks Community Library LEGO 		
	 Club

Saturday 4
•	 11:00 am: Three Forks Community Library OPEN

Tuesday 7
•	 1:00 pm:  Three Forks Community Library 

Wednesday 8
•	 10:30 am: Three Forks Community Library 		
	 Storytime

Thursday 9
•	 6:00 pm:  Three Forks Music Night with Rod  
	 Morisson - No Cover! at Bridger Brewing

Friday 10
•	 11:00 am: Three Forks Community Library LEGO 		
	 Club

Saturday 11
•	 Three Forks Community Library Closed

Three Forks Three Forks 
Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

OCTOBER

Now - Nov 15
•	 American Legion Winter Coat Drive AD ON PAGE 2

Now - Nov 30
•	 Dollar for Dollar Donations with Town Pump for 		
	 Broadwater Food Pantry AD ON THIS PAGE

Friday 3
•	 5:00 pm: 2025 Townsend Fall Fest at Heritage Park
•	 12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
•	 10:00 pm: Live Music at The Betsy, 217 Broadway, 	
	 Townsend SEE AD ON PAGE 2

Sat 4 - Sun 5
•	 2025 Townsend Fall Fest at Heritage Park 
	 SCHEDULE ON PAGE 2
•	 7:00 am: Broadwater County Fire District’s Annual 	
	 Pancake Breakfast AD ON PAGE 2

Saturday 4
•	 6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 
	 102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

Sunday 5
•	 10:00 am: Car Show on Broadway, Townsend

Monday 6
•	 10:00 am: Monthly WIC Clinic on 1st Mondays at 		
	 Broadwater County Health, 124 Cedar
•	 1:00 pm: American Legion Post 42 Membership 		
	 Meeting at American Legion Post 42 Club - 1st 		
	 Mondays

Tuesday 7
•	 5:00 pm: American Legion Post 42 Food and 		
	 Bingo at American Legion Post 42 Club
•	 5:30 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 6:00 pm: FREE Medicare Seminar at Lewis & Clark 	
	 Library RSVP INFO ON TOP OF PAGE 2

Wednesday 8
•	 1:00 pm: Assistance in applying for and receiving  
	 Military Benefits at American Legion Post 42, 		
	 Second Wednesdays
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St

Thursday 9
•	 5:00 pm: FREE Homemade Dinner for All at 		
	 American Legion, 211 Broadway, Townsend 		
	 SEE AD ON THIS PAGE
•	 7:00 pm: Al-Anon at Shepherd of the Valley 
	 Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

Friday 10
•	 12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of 		
	 the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
•	 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater 	
	 County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
•	 5:00 pm: Senior Steak Fry SEE AD FOR DETAILS

Saturday 11
•	 6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 102 N. 	
	 Walnut, 406-439-3945

Broadwater Broadwater 
Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

TURN TO PAGE 6
FOR LEGAL NOTICES!

ClassifiedsClassifieds

RENTAL
FOR RENT

Office Space at 108 Front Street
Approx. 450 Sq Ft
Call Leonard 406-949-0208

Three Forks Community Library

HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday through Friday - 10:00am to 5:00pm
Tuesdays - 10:00am - 7:00pm
1st Saturday of the Month: 11:00am - 2:00pm

Contact the library for details on clubs and events for a 
variety of ages at (406) 285-3747, or visit the website: 
threeforkslibrary.weebly.com

Library HoursLibrary Hours
Broadwater School 

and 
Community Library

HOURS:
Monday-Thursday:

4:00 - 7:00pm                                               
Friday-Saturday:

9:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday: 12:00 - 5:00pm

Curbside also available please call:  (406)441-3461
Books & Babies Story Hour: Mondays 11-00am.-12:00pm 

the first 4 Mondays of the month.t

201 N Spruce St, Townsend
Photo Provided

DONATION PRICE 
MATCH 

September 1st - November 30th, 
Town Pump will match any 
donations to our Broadwater 
Food Pantry dollar for dollar! 

HOW CAN YOU 
DONATE?

•	 Drop off at the Food Pantry 
on Broadway first or third 
Fridays 9:30- 11:00am or 
Saturday 9:00- 10:45am.

•	 Donation boxes at Bob’s 
Supermarket

•	 Mail in to P.O. Box 1164, 
Towsend, MT 59644

•	 Come to our booth at Fall 
Fest, October 4th - 5th

Broadwater Rural Fire Board Meeting

3rd Wednesday each month.
Next meeting: October 15th, 7:00PM
At the Townsend Fire Station - 130 So Cedar St
See Board Meeting Agenda at: http://www.facebook.
com/BroadwaterCountyVolunteerFireDepartment

EVENTS
FREE THURSDAY DINNERS!

Every Thursday, 5:00 - 6:30PM
American Legion Post 42, 
211 Broadway, Townsend.

HOMEMADE & ALWAYS YUMMY!
Join us for a hot, delicious meal - no cost to you.
DONATIONS WELCOME & APPRECIATED
to help us continue supporting our community.
QUESTIONS?		  STOP BY OR
MENU?		            CALL AFTER 3PM
VOLUNTEER?		  (406) 266-3611

LET US FEED YOU - AND  
    TOGETHER WE CAN HELP 

OUR COMMUNITY
Hosted with care by the Sons of the 

American Legion (SOL).

4th Annual Native American 
Heritage Celebration!

Join us to celebrate Native American culture!
WHEN:

Sunday, November 2nd, 11am-2pm

WHERE:
Townsend Schools, N Pine Entrance

ENJOY:

•	 Drumming & Dancing with the Magpie Singers 
and Dancers! 

•	 World Famous Last Chance Community Pow Wow 
Frybread & Indian Tacos!

•	 Unique Native American Artists & Vendors and more!

FREE ADMISSION - EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
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The Betsy Sports Zone

217 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-0001 
Dining Hours:
Tue-Sun 11:00AM-Close  
Closed Monday
Takeout placed only in person.
Menu: 
www.betsysportszone.com

American Legion Hall

211 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-3611
Dining Hours:
Tuesday Bingo/ Bowl & a Roll 
5:00PM
SPECIAL Event with Food: 
Thursdays 4:30PM FREE 

Community Dinner
Bar hours may vary

Bread and Butter Cafe

205 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3025 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Fri 7:00AM- 2:00PM
Sat 7:00AM- 12:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Menu available on Facebook

Bunkhouse Bar & Grill

8846 US-287, Toston
(406) 266-5302 
SPECIAL:
N/A
Dining Hours:
10:00AM – Close
Grill off at 10:00PM

Commercial Bar

101 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-9956 
Dining Hours:
10:00AM - 2:00AM
Closed Thanksgiving & 
Christmas
Menu available on Facebook

Copy Cup

303 N Front St, Townsend   
(406) 980-8400
Please call in business hours.
Drinks and Pastry Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM  
Sat 8:30AM - 2:00PM
Closed Sunday

Deep Creek Pizza Co.

415 Broadway Ste 2, Townsend  
(406) 266-0002 
Dining Hours:
11:00AM - 8:00 PM 
Closed Sunday
Menu: 
deepcreekpizzaco.com
Accepting Orders Online

Fishtale Tavern

209 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-5582 
Dining Hours:
11:00AM - 11:00PM
Daily Specials:
Facebook
Bar hours may vary

Mint Cafe

305 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3867 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Wed 8:00AM - 2:00 PM,  
Thur - Fri 8:00AM - 8:00PM
Sat - Sun 7:00AM - 8:00PM
SPECIAL:
N/A

TB’s Diner

316 N Front St, Townsend, 
(406) 266-0099 
Dining Hours:
Mon- Sat 7:00AM - 8:00PM
Sunday 7:00AM - 7:00PM
Specials:
Facebook

C Hangin” C Mercantile 
& Creamery

310 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-9087 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:30AM - 7:00PM
Sat 8:00AM - 7:00PM
Sun 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu: 
Facebook
changincmerc.square.site

Canyon Ferry Brewing & 
Taproom

300 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 694-5687
Hours: 
Wed - Fri. 4:00PM - Close 
Sat and Sun 2:00PM - Close

Kick Start Nutrition

500 N Front St, Townsend 
(406) 266-0033 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM
Sat 9:00AM - 3:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Daily Specials:
Facebook & Instagram

Mountie Moose Bakery

109 Broadway, Townsend 
(406) 266-5800 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sat 7:00AM - 4:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Online Ordering:
Mountie-moose-bakery.square.
site

The Nook Coffeehouse

401 Broadway, Townsend 
(406) 490-8238 
Dining Hours:
Mon 7:00AM - 5:00PM
Tue - Thu 8:00AM - 5:00PM
Fri - Sun 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu:
FB @thenookcoffeehouse 
& readingleaves.net/
thenookcoffeehouse

Peking China

10 N Main St, Three Forks 
(406) 285-3225 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sun 11:30AM - 8:30PM
Menu:
Google

Dates and times may vary due to events, seasons or holidays.
Call the restaurant with any questions. Happy Dining!

LOCAL EATS IN AND AROUND BROADWATER COUNTYLOCAL EATS IN AND AROUND BROADWATER COUNTY

Rocky Mountain Supply Deli

7847 US Hwy 287, Townsend 
(406) 266-3456 
Hot & Cold To-Go Hours:
Mon-Fri6:00AM - 6:00PM
Menu:
Board Inside Store 
for Take-and Bake or 
Ready-to-Eat Pizza
Call Ahead or Order Inside

Full Belli Deli

209 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-5459 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sun 8:00AM - 7:00PM
OPEN 4th of JULY

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Contact MT43 News to list your business NOW!

Mon - Fri 10am- 2pm
408 Broadway | 406.266.0086

A+ STORAGEA+ STORAGE

406-266-5377, 406-580-5425406-266-5377, 406-580-5425

SEVERAL SIZES OF STORAGE UNITS
BOATS, RV's & TRAILER STORAGE

IN TOWNSEND, MT

SEVERAL SIZES OF STORAGE UNITS
BOATS, RV's & TRAILER STORAGE

IN TOWNSEND, MT

WE ARE AVAILABLE WHEN
YOU NEED US!

WE ARE AVAILABLE WHEN
YOU NEED US!

DD Custom Flatbed Dealer
Laser Cut Parts Fabrication
Machining Hydraulics

406-449-3464 | Townsend - Helena

BSE Excavating
7200 Hwy 287, Townsend, MT

Brandon Bakken
Shane Tew
p - (406)266-3772
c - (406)980-1100

BARRETT’S
MASONRY LLC

(406) 214-9981
Brick, Block, Stone, Tile

No job too small!
Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

LEYLAND INSURANCE
Call me with any Medicare questions!Call me with any Medicare questions!

Turning 65 soon?Turning 65 soon?
308 N Front St, Townsend, MT

406-266-0080

Mon - Fri 7:30 - 6:00pm
Saturday 9:00 - 4:00 

Sunday 9:00 - 3:00

Metered Propane

Budget Billing

Lease Tanks

Service Department

Metered Propane
Budget Billing

Lease Tanks
Service Department

7812 US-287

Townsend, MT 
406-266-4278

7812 US-287
Townsend, MT 
406-266-4278
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Townsend City Council 
Reviews Park Proposal, Fire 
Agreement, and Rail Plans
Rachael Brug
MT43 News Staff Reporter

The Townsend City Council met on Sep-
tember 17, with Mayor Vickie Rauser 
calling the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Council members 
present included Angie Wintrow, JB Howick, Vivian 
Boaz, Nate Brown, and Doug Sitton.

During public comment, Jan Hubber proposed nam-
ing a city park after a local volunteer and requested to 
be added to an October agenda for further discussion. 
The Council agreed to consider possible locations for 
this recognition.

Sheri Heavrin, representing Townsend Schools, 
requested a street closure for the Homecoming Parade 
on October 3 from 10:30 to 11:00 a.m., and permission 
for students to paint paw prints on streets near the school. 
Both requests were unanimously approved.

Mayor Rauser updated the council on correspondence, 
including leadership changes at MMIA and a letter from 
the Department of Transportation regarding the 2025 
statewide improvement program.

The council approved this year’s tax levy at 68.42 
mills, with 5.35 carry-forward mills available for next 
year. Mayor Rauser explained that the city did not need 
to levy for PERS and Comp Insurance Funds this year 
due to changes in requirements.

A lengthy discussion was held on updating the Fire 
Mutual Aid Agreement between the City and Rural Fire 
departments. City Fire Chief Shawn Simon and council 
members discussed equipment needs, cost-sharing, and 
the history of cooperation between the two departments. 
The council agreed to review existing agreements and 
draft a new one for legal review.

Council member JB Howick provided an update 
on the Big Sky Rail project, noting a potential timeline 
for passenger rail service between 2032 and 2034. He 
emphasized the benefits of rail for Townsend and encour-
aged the city to remain proactive in attracting a station.

Other business included pending ordinances, updates 
on city parks, and a reminder about the upcoming Trails 
Committee meeting. The next city council meeting is 
scheduled for October 7.

Legal NoticesLegal Notices
Legal notices are required to print in localLegal notices are required to print in local
newspapers and may hold private or publicnewspapers and may hold private or public
interest. Here you may read about Probate Notices,interest. Here you may read about Probate Notices,
Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions asEstate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as
well as important Broadwater County notices.well as important Broadwater County notices.

Guest EditorialGuest Editorial
Guest Editorials reflect the views of the author 
and not MT43 NEWS

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, 
BROADWATER COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF GORDON T. WELCH, 
Deceased.
CAUSE No.  DP-4-2025-14

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned has been 
appointed as Personal Representative of the above-entitled 
estate, and that the address of the Personal Representative is 
set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent having claims against the 
decedent’s estate must present their claims within four (4) 
months after the date of the first publication of this Notice or 
be forever barred as creditors of the decedent.

A written statement of the claim indicating its basis, the name 
and address of the claimant, and the amount claimed, may be filed 
with the Clerk of the 1st Judicial District in Broadwater County 
at 515 Broadway Street, Townsend, MT 59644-2397, or mailed, 
Return Receipt Requested, to the Personal Representative, c/o 
MOSS LAW PLLC, Attorney for the Personal Representative, 
at PO Box 7543, Helena, Montana 59601.

Published October 3, 10 and 17, 2025
MNAXLP

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, 
BROADWATER COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF MARY ANN WELCH, 
Deceased.
CAUSE No.  DP-4-2025-16

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned has been 
appointed as Personal Representative of the above-entitled 
estate, and that the address of the Personal Representative is 
set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent having claims against the 
decedent’s estate must present their claims within four (4) 
months after the date of the first publication of this Notice or 
be forever barred as creditors of the decedent.

A written statement of the claim indicating its basis, the name 
and address of the claimant, and the amount claimed, may be filed 
with the Clerk of the 1st Judicial District in Broadwater County 
at 515 Broadway Street, Townsend, MT 59644-2397, or mailed, 
Return Receipt Requested, to the Personal Representative, c/o 
MOSS LAW PLLC, Attorney for the Personal Representative, 
at PO Box 7543, Helena, Montana 59601.

Published October 3, 10 and 17, 2025
MNAXLP

Edgewater Farms Corn Maze 
Opens for Seventh Season
Traci Maughan

Edgewater Farms kicked off its seventh season on Sep-
tember 19, 2025, welcoming families from Broadwater 
County and beyond to a fall tradition that continues to 
grow each year.

“We want a place where children can spend three 
or four hours and not want to leave,” said co-owner 
Nancy Davis. “A place where families can enjoy time 
together and never run out of things to do.”

This year’s calendar is filled with exciting events, 
including the annual Pumpkin Princess Tea Party, 
Grandparents Day, the always-popular Dino Day, and 
the spectacular Candy Harvest. Friday evenings also 
feature special Date Night Packages.

Guests can enjoy fresh-baked treats from the Sweet 
Shop, including Edgewater’s famous chocolate chip 
cookies, along with meals from local favorites Hardway 
Smokehouse and Pucker Up Lemmon Shakers food 
trucks.

The 2025 corn maze design celebrates NASA’s 65th 
anniversary with an outer space adventure complete 
with a rocket ship, astronaut, moon, and stars. Returning 
favorite attractions include the jumping pillow, hayrides 
to the pumpkin patch, paintball guns, apple blasters, 
the corn box, and family games. New additions this 
year include a climbing hill and an enhanced straw 
bale castle slide.

Maze Hours are Fridays: 4 p.m. – 9 p.m. and Sat-
urdays: 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.

They are offering reduced Admission for First Re-
sponders and Military. The farm is open every Friday 
and Saturday through October 25, 2025. Edgewater 
Farms is located six miles south of Townsend at 8410 
Hwy 287.

For many years there were various organizations 
or people doing cleanup and improvements, the as-
sociations, Boy Scouts, Memorial Day groups, or 
families. Reports of vandalism, something I will never 
understand, and subsequent repairs were done over the 
years. Zeal VanVoast was the most persistent advocate 
for the cemetery and her daughter, Gretchen, provided 
the cemetery sign in 1966. I’ve removed one of those 
signs to get it cleaned up, painted and sealed so if you 
go out there, right now it just says ‘Centerville’. 

I will continue my search once I figure out how to 
search for the original deed from the landowner, my 
money is on George McFadden, to the city of Townsend.  
In the meantime, I’ll just plan on spending a lot of time 
at the courthouse this winter, checking land records and 
deeds. Nothing says fun like staring blankly at giant 
heavy books from the past when it’s cold outside.

In other exciting news, I recently attended one of 
the day-long presentations at the Montana Historical 
Society conference about cemetery restoration. My 
brain is on fire! Since Broadwater County wasn’t es-
tablished until 1897, I may have to spend some time in 
the courthouses of Meagher and Jefferson counties. Oh 
darn. And the state museum in Helena will finally be 
opening in December. I wonder if they’ll let me bring 
my sleeping bag and pillow. 

I’ve also decided to postpone headstone repair until 
next year. For that, I will need help because those stones 
are very heavy and I’m old. I’ve talked to a couple people 
about helping me and know we can get this done. And 
I’ve talked to Adam Six about a possible mapping project 
with the kids from STOKE using whatever technology 
we can come up with to find where all the unmarked 
graves actually are. A group in Helena at the Forestvale 
Cemetery used cadaver dogs to map the Chinese part 
of the cemetery there. There are other ways, but we can 
let the kids come up with how to do that. 

As I make my way down the list of possible Centerville 
Cemetery residents with no headstone, I recently came 
across a guy named Albert Austin. His obituary said 
he worked for the Shelley Ranch in Deep Creek, was 
originally from Missouri and died on January 28, 1922, 
from a brain blood clot and senility at the age of 75. 

What caught my eye was the way the newspaper 
said he was an inmate of the county poor farm. An 
inmate? Sounds like the place was a prison. I wonder 
what those places were like. Any ideas? Senility at 
75? I’m getting close to that age. Should I be worried?

This is what happens when you take on a project 
like this. It’s really interesting but I find myself thinking 
about what the lives of these people were like, how 
they found their way here, why they left their home 
states, and a bunch of other ponderings I’ll never 
have the answer for. But, if you know anything about 
Centerville or the people, please send me a message 
at rangebabe56@gmail.com.

Seach for the Beginnings, 1

Broken Headstone
Photo Credit: Shelley Douthette

Broken, but still somewhat readable, marker
Photo Credit: Shelley Douthette

Let ‘er Buck –  
Rodeo Finally Gets Its Rightful 

Recognition by Being Designated 
as Montana’s State Sport  

Montana State Auditor James Brown of Dil-
lon and State Representative Greg Overstreet of 
Stevensville

Later this week, cowboys and cowgirls from across the 
Treasure State will gather in Billings for the Montana 
Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame dinner. At that annual event, 
attendees will celebrate a bit of recent history – the 
2025 Montana Legislature’s designation of rodeo as 
Montana’s official state sport. And rightfully so.

For generations, rodeo has been more than entertain-
ment or the community event of the year. It has been 
a cultural tradition and way of life.

The sport developed from native traditions of horse-
manship, animal stewardship, goal setting, and fair 
competition. From the famed Livingston Roundup to 
the Miles City Bucking Horse Sale to the Indian Relay 

Races, rodeo showcases the Montana way of life 
and preserves family traditions and Western values.

Some critics may say designating rodeo as the 
state sport, alongside Montana’s other treasures like 
the Grizzly Bear, the Western Meadowlark, and the 
Bitterroot flower, is mere symbolism. But symbols 
matter. By choosing rodeo, Montanans sent a loud 
message that rural voices, agricultural traditions, and 
small-town values still hold meaning in a rapidly 
changing world. It tells this generation of 4H kids that 
the work they put in at the barn, the pride they take in 
livestock, and the skills they learn on horseback aren’t 
relics — they are relevant to Montana’s ranching and 
farming communities.

In recent years, we have watched rodeo and livestock 
production come under attack elsewhere, such as Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, where rodeo has been 
banned. To protect Montana against such efforts, we 
brought forward this legislation. We were gratified to see 
it receive strong bipartisan support and overwhelming 
backing from citizens, rodeo associations, chambers of 
commerce, and agricultural organizations.

When Governor Gianforte signed this bill in April, 
he not only protected rodeo legally, he honored some 
of Montana’s greatest athletes, including Bill Linder-
man, Dan Mortensen, Benny Reynolds, the riding 
Greenough girls, and many others whose grit and skill 
define the sport.

We are privileged to have helped give rodeo its 
rightful place in history — not just as a sport, but as a 
symbol of what makes Montana so special. We encourage 
Montanans to support youth rodeo, invest in arenas, and 
defend the sport against those who would prohibit it.
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What Would You Do?
JB Howick
Townsend City Council, Ward 1

Several months ago, a gentleman 
was in our store and asked if I sat on 
the City Council. When I said yes, 
he started asking questions about 
who owned the empty lot at 100 Broadway across from 
The Commercial Bar and how it could be developed. 
Despite its small size, it seems that it would be a valu-
able development. We spoke about what could happen 
on the lot, who owned it, and what various kinds of 
development would mean for the city.

Was I in favor of his ideas? Not particularly. Like 
others who have looked at that lot he wanted to build 
a fast-food service, meaning the lot would be a small 
building and a lot of pavement and concrete adding 
congestion to an already congested intersection while 
distracting from existing services in the city and doing 
little to nothing to help beautify a city that, on approach 
from either direction on Highway 287, can only be 
described as "industrial." I told him I'd love to see 
some trees and a little green space. He wanted to paint 
a mural of trees on the side of the building.

So... what would I like to see there? Personally 
(and this is only my opinion), I'd like the city to buy 
the property and create some much-needed parking for 
the city — complete with some trees and green space. 
In fact, it would be nice to have some simple structures 
like a signpost that points to businesses and recreation 
or an interpretive display that describes the history of 
the city and the importance of the area. A nice place for 
people to stop and enjoy our fair town before continuing 
their journey. And some trees would be nice.

At the moment, everyone is kinda taking advantage 
of the generosity of the owner, Robert Peccia. Some of 
us have permission. My store uses it to unload flatbed 
trucks so we don't close streets. Rotary depends on 
the lot for parking during Fall Fest and uses it for their 
Christmas Forest during the Christmas season. But the 
vast majority of users don't have permission and are 
just parking: from people stopping for a quick coffee 
and donuts at Mountie Moose Bakery to people look-
ing in at the amazing creations at Goose Bay Glass 
to folks relaxing at The Commercial Bar to residents 
attending a City Council meeting. The property is just 
kinda "there".

However, that won't always be so. Before the eco-
nomic challenges of COVID-19, Mr. Peccia had sold 
the property to Valley Bank, which was considering 
opening a branch. That deal has fallen through. Robert 
Peccia recently sent a letter to the City explaining that 
he plans to develop the property — but he didn't say 
how. He likely doesn't really know how. The letter was 
certainly a polite reminder that he owns the lot and has 
rights, both of which are entirely true and correct. The 
City has known the Peccia family for a very long time 
and has always appreciated its relationship with them.

But what could be done with the property? Our store 
would be happy to find another way to unload pallets 
if that property is used to really benefit city residents 
and businesses. We're not so much in favor of losing 
that convenience for an absentee owner business (not 
that we have any choice in the matter, it's Mr. Peccia's 
property to sell or develop as he sees fit). So, what I 
wonder is if city residents think the City should work 
with Mr. Peccia to develop the property into something 
we really need. There are grants that can be applied 
for, foundations that can help and donations that could 
be sought from local residents and businesses, but in 
the end, it would require a commitment by taxpayers. 
And I respect the pain that would be, following the 
water rate hike.

But... would you do it? Before you answer, note that 
while my idea covers the various needs and uses the 
property already serves while making it beautiful and 
easier to maintain, it won't be the only idea out there, 
and I'd love to hear what you have to say!

What do you think? Visit this week’s survey 
at https://howick.org/survey or send an email to 
keithjr@howick.org. Please remember that while I 
am a member of the Townsend City Council, these 
opinions are my own and do not reflect the opinion of 
other council members or any policy of the city.

Local government works best when it hears from 
the people! And this is one of the many ways we’re 
trying to hear everyone’s voice. Thank you! 

Broadwater County 
Commissioners Agenda

Broadwater County Commissioners

515 Broadway, Townsend
Meetings are held at the Flynn Build-
ing on 416 Broadway St.

Current and previously recorded 
meetings, official agenda, and minutes 
may be viewed on the website at 

https://www.broadwatercountymt.gov. 
Per Montana Code Annotated (MCA) 2-3-202, the 

agenda must include an item allowing public comment 
on any public matter that is not on the agenda of the 
meeting and that is within the jurisdiction of the agency 
conducting the meeting. Public comments will be taken 
either in writing before the meeting or in person at the 
beginning of the meeting. Mail and items for discussion 
and/or signature may occur as time allows during the 
meeting. Issues and times are subject to change. Work-
ing meetings will be posted on the agenda and will not 
be recorded. 

OFFICIAL agendas are posted at least 48 hours in 
advance of the meeting in the Courthouse (1st-floor 
bulletin board), on our website at www.broadwatercoun-
tymt.gov, in the window of the Flynn Building, and in 
the local MT43 Newspaper when possible to meet the 
publishing deadline.

Tuesday, October 7, 2025

10:00 AM	 	 Working meeting with Bill Jarocki, 
County Administrative Officer, CAO office, regarding 
projects and deadlines

Wednesday, October 8, 2025
No Commission Meeting

The county strives to make the meeting available 
virtually but cannot guarantee access due to platform 
failure, internet interruptions, or other potential tech-
nological malfunctions

Items for Discussion / Action / Review / Sig-
nature – Consent Agenda

•	 Certificate of Survey review
•	 Management – on-going advisory board appoint-

ments, by-laws approval, interlocal agreements and 
non-financial contract renewals

•	 Claims/Payroll/minutes
•	 County Audit / Budget
•	 Mail – ongoing grants
•	 Correspondence – support letters
•	 Task Orders

Debi Randolph, Vice Chair		
(406) 266-9270 or (406) 980-2050	

drandolph@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Jesse Swenson			 
(406) 266-9272 or (406) 980-1213	

jswenson@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Lindsey Richtmyer, Chair		
(406) 266-9271 or (406) 521-0834	

lrichtmyer@broadwatercountymt.gov 

E-mail:	 commissioners@broadwatercountymt.gov
Future Meetings will be held at the Flynn Building 

(416 Broadway)
Please note: These meeting times/dates may change. 

Please check the county website

•	 Trust Board Meeting on October 14th at 11:30 AM
•	 Planning Board Meeting on October 14th at 1:00 PM
•	 Solid Waste Board Meeting on October 14th at 6:00 PM
•	 Airport Board Meeting on October 15th at 6:00 PM
•	 Board of Health Working Meeting on October 20th 

at 3:00 PM
•	 County Parks & Recreation Board Meeting on October 

20th at 6:00 PM

The Commissioners may be attending these board 
meetings (except the Planning Board)

MT43 Staff,
It is very appreciated to be able to read the recaps of 
the Commissioner meetings. I have often thought a 
column like this would be beneficial; so many times 
we don't know about County Plans until after the fact, 
unless we watch the commissioner meetings, which 
can be time-consuming. 

The concise rundown is great! Thank you for in-
cluding it. I hope it becomes a regular addition to the 
paper. And thank you, Rachael, for good summations 
of the meetings. 

Dawn Reynolds
Winston

Editor's Note: We are extremely pleased to have 
Rachael writing recaps of the County meetings. We 
plan to continue publishing Rachael's articles!

LettersLetters
EditorEditortoto

thethe

LetterLetter
EditorEditortoto

thethe

US Congressional Candidate 
Speaks in Townsend   

MT43 News Staff Reporter

Sam Lux, candidate for Montana’s Congressional 
District 2, spoke at a Broadwater Democrats public 
meeting recently. Lux, 29, is currently from Great Falls 
and is articulate and enthusiastic about his decision 
to run for office. He reported he has already traveled 
18,000 miles for the last three months talking to tribal 
councils, ranchers, farmers and small-town gatherings. 

His platform included four key points: He favors 
health care reform; he is very much in favor of envi-
ronmental conservation; he wants to see us move to 
an all-encompassing energy transition that includes 
not only wind and solar, but limited use of fossil fuels. 
Related to that point, he would like to propose a plan 
for Montana’s energy independence.  

Lux suggested that if he had a fifth point, it would 
be about reforming our immigration system.

Originally from the coal fields area of Kentucky, he 
now works as a farrier in Central Montana.

US Congressional candidate Sam Lux spoke before the 
Broadwater Democratic Central Committee meeting recently.

Nancy Marks, MT43 News Photographer

Townsend Area Chamber 
Plans for Ghost Stroll 

MT43 News Staff Reporter

At its regular meeting Thursday, Townsend Area Chamber 
members firmed up plans for its annual Ghost Stroll, which 
is held on Broadway each year. 

The members met at The Creative Closet on Broadway.
Chamber President Anna Glueckert encouraged all 

Townsend businesses to plan their Trunk R Treat offerings 
of candy, games and prizes for all ages. The fun begins 
at 4:30 pm on Friday, October 31st. She emphasized that 
food vendors are welcome to join. They must get their 
own City of Townsend solicitors’ licenses and will be 
allowed to operate in parking lots and on side streets, but 
not on Broadway Street itself.   There will be a sign-in 
desk downtown for businesses.

Twenty area businesses are members of the chamber.  
Glueckert encouraged everyone at the meeting to talk to 
other business owners about attending the meetings to get 
involved. Two new business owners have joined. They are 
Circle B Enterprises, LLC of Toston and Northwestern 
Mutual Financial of Townsend.

In other business, Secretary Rachael Brug explained 
the chamber will be applying for a Southwest Montana 
Co-op marketing grant of $2,000. The matching grant 
may be used for business and event promotion items 
such as flyers, radio and television advertising and social 
media marketing. 

Brug reported on the new chamber video sign usage. 
The sign is near the swimming pool on Front Street. Both 
members and nonmembers are using the sign. Cost is $50 
per week for members and $100 per week for nonmembers.

The meeting concluded with a discussion about rein-
stalling the “Welcome to Townsend” Chamber sign near 
Townsend Stockyards, north of Townsend City limits. 

The next meeting will be held at 408 Broadway, 
the Mt43News office at 408 Broadway at 6:00 pm on 
Thursday, October 16.
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Pots of Possibility: 
Herbs that Thrive Indoors

Allison Kosto
MSU Broadwater County Extension 
Agent

There is something satisfy-
ing about using fresh herbs in the middle 
of winter when the landscape is brown 
and bare. To be able to pick the herbs 

from your own plants is even more gratifying. As our 
Montana growing season is ending, consider starting a 
winter herb garden inside so you can enjoy fresh herbs 
year-round. Although it is slightly more challenging than 
growing them outdoors, many herbs can successfully 
be grown indoors.

For the purpose of this article, herbs are defined as 
plant parts, often leaves, that are being used to flavor 
or season food. In addition to being a food source, 
indoor herbs also provide fragrant foliage and visual 
interest. Like other houseplants, they can also absorb 
carbon dioxide, increase oxygen levels, increase positive 
feelings, reduce sound levels, and reduce stress levels.  

Some herbs grow great in containers while others 
struggle. Easy to grow herbs include parsley, mint, 
chives, basil, oregano, cilantro and thyme. Options that 
are a little harder to grow indoors are rosemary, sage, 
lemon balm and marjoram. Avoid herbs with large root 
systems like horseradish and fennel. If you have indoor 
cats and dogs, then you may also want to avoid toxic 
plants such tarragon.  

Perennial herbs that were grown outside during 
the summer can be brought in for the winter such as 
rosemary, chives, thyme and mint. Some, such as mint 
and chives, benefit from a light frost before they are 
moved indoors, which will induce a rest period and 
stimulate growth. Annual or biennial herbs such as 
basil, parsley, cilantro and caraway can be successfully 
started from seeds indoors.  

It’s important to choose the right container with 
sufficient drainage holes in the bottom and well-drained 
potting soil. Clay or terracotta containers work great 
for herbs because they are porous, which allows the 
soil to dry more easily between waterings.  

Most home temperatures are perfect for herbs. 
Lighting is a much bigger issue. At a minimum, herbs 
need a window space that will allow them to receive 
at least six hours of direct sunlight each day. However, 
some species such as rosemary, thyme and bay laurel 
need 12 to 16 hours a day and it will be necessary to 
supplement light with a full-spectrum LED or fluorescent 
grow light. If plants are long and lanky, that is often a 
sign that they are not getting enough light.

Watering depends on the species, but in general, 
they would be watered when the soil is dry to the 
touch. Overwatering is the most common issue with 
houseplants, and can lead to increased disease issues, 
most commonly root rot. Generally, herbs don’t need 
much fertilizer but could benefit from light fertilizer 
periodically throughout the winter.

Lack of humidity can be an issue in our arid environ-
ment but is generally not a major problem for herbs. 
If you use a wood stove, you may have more of an 
issue. If you feel humidity is an issue, then spraying 
or misting the leaves with a water bottle on a regular 
basis will help.  

Harvest the same as you would outdoor herbs. Most 
herbs can handle periodic snipping and often have the 
best flavor right before flowering. Some leafy herbs like 
basil, chervil and parsley can even be cut back severely. 
For the mint family, including basil, cut on the stem 
right above a set of leaves. This will promote growth 
and result in a bushier plant. For perennial herbs such 
as chives, oregano and thyme, only remove one-third 
of the top growth if you plan to move them outdoors 
for the summer.

Perennial plants can be moved outdoors when the 
threat of frost has passed. You will need to slowly 
acclimate them back to the outdoors to more intense 
light and wind. Start by placing the pots in partial 
shade for a few hours a day.  Gradually increase the 
duration outside and the amount of sunlight until they 
are fully accumulated. For annual plants, once they 
have flowered, they are usually coming to the end of 
their life. The flavor may change, often less favorable.  

I hope you enjoy your fresh winter herbs! For more 
information about herbs or gardening in general, contact 
the MSU Extension Officet in Broadwater County at 
406-266-9242 or allison.kosto@montana.edu.

Elkhorn Community Fellowship
126 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Eric Crusch (406) 949-0183
Sunday: 11:00am- Services
Wednesday: 4:00 - 5:30pm Team KID for K - 5th Grades  
| 6:00 - 7:30pm Youth Group for 6 - 12th Grades
* 
Faith Baptist Church
5 Jack Farm Rd. Townsend
Pastor Mike Wenzel (406) 266-4219
Sunday: 10:00am Sunday School | 11:00am Morning 
Service | 6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday: 7:00pm Bible Study & Prayer
*
Holy Cross Catholic Church
101 S Walnut St. Townsend
Parish Contact (406) 266-4811
email: office@holycrossmt.org
Sunday: 3:30pm - 4:15pm (or by appt.) Reconciliation | 
4:30pm- Mass | 5:30pm (during the school year) Dinner 
with 6:00pm Religious Ed for all Grades
Adult Education Programs found on  holycrossmt.org
Monday: 9:00am Mass |  9:30am Adoration
Tuesday: 9:00am Mass
*
Mountain Valley Church (of the CMA)
110 E Street Townsend
Pastor Eric Krueger (406) 465-5895
MountainValleyChurch.org
Sunday: 10:00am Services with Nursery, Kids and 
Youth Ministry
Last Wednesday of the month: 6:30- 8:00pm The Rock 
Youth Ministry: K-3rd Grades and 4th-Senior High
Livestream:  Facebook.com/mountainValleyChurch406
Life groups meet weekly. Call for more information.
*
Radersburg Baptist Church
7 Main St, Radersburg
Special Service Pastors
Sunday: 9:45am Sunday School | 11:00am Worship
*
Set Free Christian Fellowship
424 N Pine Townsend; PO Box 1163
Pastor Carol Bergstad (406) 461-2181
Sunday: 9:30am Service | 7:00pm Set Free Recovery
Thursday: 7:00pm Bible Study
*
Seventh Day Adventist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
(406) 241-0042
Saturday: 9:30 Service | 10:30am Sabbath School
Tuesday: 6:30pm Bible Study
*
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church ELCA 
Synod
301 N Cherry St. Townsend
Steve Ward, Synod authorized minister (406) 220-8911
Office hours Mon & Wed 9 am to noon
Council President Rick Arnold (406) 633-2677
Sunday: 9:30am Services
Second Tuesday of the month: 4:00pm Women of the 
ELCA meet.
Bible Studies meet weekly. Call for more information.
*
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
916 Broadway St. Townsend
Bishop Matt Graham (406) 266-4255
Sunday: 8:30am Choir Practice | 9:30am Sacrament 
Meeting | 10:40am Sunday School
Wednesday: 6:00 -  9:00pm Family History Center Open 
For Family History Center appointment call Director, 
Rebecca Mitchell, (406) 980-0270
Wednesday: 6:30pm Youth Activities
*
Townsend United Methodist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Mele Moa (406) 266-3390
TownsendUMC.org
Sunday: 9:00am Services
*
Trailhead Christian Fellowship
20 Trailhead View Dr. (5 mi. north of Townsend)
Pastor Clay Muinzer (406) 266-4406
Sunday: 9:00am Sunday School and Christian Education 
| 10:00am Services
Wednesday: 4:25 - 5:50pm Awana Program for K- 6th 
Grades | 6:15 - 8:00pm Youth Group for 7th–12th Grades

Sr. Center Meals: 
October 6 - 10

516 2nd Street, 
Townsend, MT 
406-266-3995

Monday, October 6
Cabbage Rolls
Mashed Potatoes
California Vegetables
Whole Grain Bread
Mandarin Oranges

Tuesday, October 7
Tuna Noodle Casserole
Green Peas
Carrot Coins
Whole Grain Bread
Sweet Pears
Desert

Wednesday, October 8
Pork Chops
Steamed Potatoes
Sliced Beets
Whole Grain Bread
Apricots

Thursday, October 9
Roasted Turkey
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Whole Grain Bread
Plump Peaches

Friday, October 10
Montana Pasties
Key Largo Vegetables
Tossed Salad with 	

	 Beans
Fruit Cocktail

At MT43 News Office
408 Broadway St, Townsend, MT

Mon - Fri 10:00 – 2:00pm

Notary Service AvailableNotary Service Available

Or by Appointment
Contact: Brenda Phillips

406-231-9752

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

Our WalkOur Walk
In FaithIn Faith

'Tis the Time, 'Tis the Place!
Do you smell it? The slight whiff of pumpkins in the air, 
and the sign of fresh hay bales everywhere. Ah yes, tis 
the time of Autumn, even better. The occasion of Fall 
Fest, Townsend, Montana! Here we go…..Yea 'tis time 
to away, time to Par-tay, yea even onto the break of day!

It’s that special time of year, the time of Fall Fest! 
Cooler weather, (mostly) great treats (mostly foods I 
can’t eat). This weekend the vendors will be setting 
up, the bands will be tuning up, and the Homecoming 
Parade will again be battling for position on Pine St. 
& Broadway with the vendors. 

The brisk morning air brings back a lively, energetic 
feeling to all. Not quite flannel shirt season, but close. 

Call it Autumn or Fall, this season brings with it a 
feeling of home and hearth. A bit of letdown from the 
ever-vigilant gardeners - except to harvest. The farmers 
have had a great season, with lots of rain and fields that 
have yielded even as much as 3 crop rotations. The cattle 
and horses all seem fat and sassy and content that they 
have devoured their quota of crops. 

The squirrels are fat & demanding and promising a 
cold winter. I love to see the colors of fall as the trees start 
turning, it gives a bright beauty to our local landscape.

The town Fall Fest maps are out, whether here in the 
newspaper or in local businesses, there are directions 
for locals and our many visiting tourists. It’s a time of 
celebration and revelry, a time for a couple of days to 
forget the chores and “meet & greet” old friends at the 
Fest. All local groups will be represented: the Rotary 
Club and Lions club will be selling their great foods 
and of course beer & brats for everyone.

Make sure you dress for…"every kind of weather 
you can imagine, and some you can’t”. Cool wonderful 
mornings, with the smell of Fire Hall breakfast, and 
many types of goodies. The smell of wood furniture, 
and many scented candles / Scentsy items/fall perfumes 
- some from nature; some from the ladies. And FOOD 
of all types! As well as beer ’ed up revelers. So come 
and enjoy Townsend, Mt. partying, during our annual 
Autumn ritual. Eat, drink and make Mary (but only if 
she lets you).

THEN on Sunday, there comes the greatest memory-
bringing event. The Fall Fest Classic car show. Hundreds 
of those beautiful American heavy metal, classic auto-
mobiles from days of yore. Truly a memory flooding 
event, from the days of High School parties and races, 
and sports gatherings. Mmmm, the smell and thoughts 
of youth and young love. Along with the Classic Rock 
and Roll music from the 50s and 60s. 

Come join us for a weekend of good folks and good 
eats. Trust me, you will be glad you did! We need to 
make new memories for the cold winter months ahead.

Excelsior!
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ObituariesObituaries
Richard L. Johnson

Family of Richard L. Johnson

October 12, 1930 – September 26, 2025

JOHNSON, Richard L., age 94 of Townsend, passed 
away on September 26, 2025.

Richard’s family will have a private ceremony 
with military honors at the Montana State Veterans’ 
Cemetery at Fort Harrison.

Richard L. Johnson
Photo Provided by Family of Richard L. Johnson

Vincent J. Hunsaker

Family of Vincent J. Hunsaker

June 14, 1948 – September 23, 2025

Vincent Jex Hunsaker, age 77, passed away peacefully 
on September 23, 2025, in Boise, Idaho, surrounded 
by the love of his family.

Born June 14, 1948, in Logan, Utah, Jex moved with 
his family to Toston, Montana, in 1949, where he was 
raised with the values of hard work and humility that 
come from life on a ranch. A graduate of Broadwater 
County High School in 1966, he went on to earn his 
Associate’s degree from Montana State University 
– Northern.

Jex had a lifelong passion for mechanics and motors, 
working as a master mechanic for both GM and Ford. 
His love of speed and precision led him to California, 
where he was part of a professional pit crew for a drag 
racing team—an experience that fueled his lifelong 
enthusiasm for fast cars and the drag strip.

In 1979, Jex married Carla Ann Klug, and the couple 
made their home in Townsend, Montana. During their 
ten-year marriage, they raised three sons—Jex Daniel, 
Clint Christopher, and Levi Tyler —who were the pride 
of his life. He later served his community as a dedicated 
employee of the Montana Department of Transportation, 
where he worked in several capacities, most notably as 
an electrician. He also gave back to his hometown as a 
member of the Townsend City Council, serving multiple 
terms with a steady hand and a thoughtful voice.

Jex was an avid outdoorsman who found joy in 
the simple beauty of Montana’s landscapes. Whether 
he was out fishing, camping, or simply enjoying the 
fresh air, he was most at peace under a big sky. He was 
a passionate football fan, a lover of drag racing, and 
above all, a man who treasured time with his family. 
Those who knew him best will remember his calm, 
easygoing nature—always a “happy camper” with a 
gentle spirit and a heart full of quiet strength.

He was a hard worker, shaped by his early years on 
the ranch and never afraid to get his hands dirty. Whether 
under the hood of a car or wiring a house, Jex brought 
diligence, care, and craftsmanship to everything he did.

Jex was preceded in death by his father, Dan Hun-
saker; his mother, Ruth (Hansen) Hunsaker; and his 
brother, Delbert Hunsaker.

He is survived by his loving sons: Jex (Angela) 
Hunsaker, Clint (Tara) Hunsaker, and Levi (Laura) 
Hunsaker; his twelve beloved grandchildren; his siblings: 
Linda Campbell, Jeannie Davis, Dixie (Vince) Hoff, 
Donna Dee (Arnold) Lamb, Holly (Troy) Hendrickson, 
and Tracy (Lori) Hunsaker; as well as many nieces, 
nephews, and friends who will miss his steady presence 
and warm smile.

Funeral service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Sep-
tember 30th, 2025, in Townsend, Montana, at the 
Stevenson Wilke Funeral Home, 212 Broadway. He 
leaves behind a legacy of quiet strength, deep integrity, 
and a life well-lived.

Vincent J. Hunsaker
Photo Provided by Family of Vincent J. Hunsaker

US Highway 287 and Silos 
Road Scene of Yet 
Another Accident

Nancy Marks
MT43 News Reporter

The Silos turnoff east of Townsend on US Highway 
287 was the scene of a second fatal vehicle crash in 
less than eight months.

According to Montana Highway Patrol Communica-
tions Supervisor Becka Howey, a 45-year-old Townsend 
woman died of her injuries Sunday, September 28, 
around 4:00 pm when her vehicle collided with a GMC 
Sierra pickup.  

In an official statement, Broadwater County Sheriff 
Nick Rauser identified the Townsend woman as Jes-
sica Andersen-Wear. She was driving a Jeep Grand 
Cherokee. She was not wearing a seat belt, according 
to the highway patrol report. 

A 26-year-old woman and two men, ages 25 and 27, 
were occupants of the pickup. They were all wearing 
seatbelts. Their place of residence was listed as the 
Netherlands. All three sustained injuries and were 
transported to hospitals by Billings Clinic and St. Peter’s 
Health ambulances. 

The report indicated the pickup pulled out from 
the Silos turnoff to make a left-hand turn going south 
toward Townsend. The Jeep Cherokee was headed north 
toward Helena when the accident occurred. 

On February 14 of this year, a Townsend man, Larry 
Zeadow, died in a fatal crash at the Silos and Highway 
287 intersection.

Emergency Responders directed traffic safely 
after securing the accident scene

Brenda Phillips, MT43 News Photographer

Getting Ready for Fall
Jessica Bushnell
Noxious Weed Coordinator | Townsend and Three 
Forks Mosquito District Manager

Fall is an excellent time to tackle noxious weeds, as the 
cooler weather and increased moisture provide ideal condi-
tions. With a bit of planning, you can make a significant 
difference in managing these unwanted plants. Start by 
exploring mechanical methods—inspect your property 
for areas where weeds are emerging, especially around 
dead stalks, recently disturbed soil, and along edges. 

Now is the perfect time to dig up or pull rosettes, 
making sure to remove as much of the root as possible, 
particularly for species like Musk Thistle and Hound-
stongue. You can also seed bare and disturbed ground 
or cover garden beds with a black tarp or thick mulch to 
smother weeds and stop seeds from sprouting. 

Fall is also an excellent time to apply herbicides—ide-
ally after the first light frost but before a heavy one. As 
plants prepare for winter, systemic herbicides can travel 
through the foliage into the roots, effectively controlling 
perennial and rhizomatous weeds. Spot spraying is now 
effective since weeds are more noticeable. 

Products like 2,4-D and Dicamba can be beneficial 
for many species. For the best advice, please feel free 
to contact your local Noxious Weed District or Exten-
sion office. 

Don't forget to mark areas with noxious weeds or 
suspected noxious weeds, so you’re ready for spring 
treatments. Planning will help ensure a successful and 
weed-free next year. Additionally, check the local her-
bicide training schedule from the MSU Extension and 
the Montana Department of Agriculture to stay up to 
date with your licenses. 

Musk Thistle Rosette
Photo Provided by Jessica Bushnell

Circle 100 Update
Sherry Scoffield

The annual meeting of the Circle 100 was held on 
Wednesday, September 24, in the dining room of the 
Billings Clinic Broadwater Health Center, with members, 
staff, and residents in attendance. 

Since its inception in 2012, well over $100,000 has 
been donated by members, and a detailed list of each 
year’s contributions was shared with all in attendance. 

The big, beautiful bus purchased in 2024 is certainly 
a great asset to our facility and residents.

A very generous anonymous contribution was received 
in 2025. Per the donor’s request, a gazebo area was built, 
adding a lovely, peaceful place to our facility. 

The Circle 100 started a new “Golden Glove” award 
this year to recipients Peter McBride and Dave Bigger, 
who put the gazebos together. Residents and others have 
very much enjoyed this new outdoor space.

Gary Olsen shared personal thoughts and his expe-
rience using Billings Clinic Broadwater facilities for 
his wife, Judy. From the emergency room personnel, 
coordination with Bozeman Hospital, and his wife’s 
wishes to return to Billings Clinic Broadwater. Gary 
shared that they could not have had better care or been 
treated more kindly. 

CEO Justin Tiffany spoke to attendees and shared the 
top needs of our long-term facility. New quality mattresses 
were at the top of the list, as well as trained CNAs. 

After discussion, it was unanimously voted to purchase 
a full-size mannequin to train CNAs, as well as purchase 
new mattresses with funds that are available. 

Circle 100 yearly contributions are arriving daily, 
and the club thanks all who wish to support these needed 
items for the long-term care center.

With much appreciation, ice cream cake was served 
to all attendees and hospital staff.
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Girls XC: Addy Mosher
Townsend Booster Club Photo

Boys XC: Clayton Rice
Townsend Booster Club Photo

Volleyball: Bryleigh Erickson
Townsend Booster Club Photo

Football: Tavyn Anderson
Townsend Booster Club Photo

BHS Volleyball Teams Undefeated in Conference Play
Bryleigh Erickson
BHS Sports Reporter	

On Thursday, September 25th, the 
Lone Peak Big Horns C squad team 
travelled to Townsend to take on the 
Lady Bulldogs. They played a 5-set 
match, ending in a Bulldog Victory.

The Bulldogs lost the first set 22-25, won the second 
25-18, lost the third 6-15, won the fourth 15-10, and 
won the final set 17-15. In this exciting match, Avery 
White and Ella Toney led the team with 3 assists 
each. Brinley Eggers led the team with one block. 
As for digs, Kymber McCartney led the team with 9, 
followed by Avery White, who had 6. Brinley Eggers 
and McKenna Weaver led the team in kills with 3 and 
2, respectively. Ells Toney led the team in aces with 5, 
and Avery White had 3. 

On Friday, September 26th, the Bulldogs' 8th grade, 
Junior Varsity and Varsity teams travelled to Gardiner 
to play the Bruins. The 8th graders ended with a win 
against the Bruins. 

The  Junior varsity Bulldogs came out with a win, 
25-21, 25-21, and 15-12. Louie Parr led the team in 
assists with 16, and Tevyn Newman had 4. Sophia 
Lamb had 4 blocks, Claire Swanson had 3, and Louie 
Parr had one. Tevyn Newman led the Bulldogs in kills 
with 9, followed by Sophia Lamb with 7, and Savannah 
Paulsen with 4. Janeth Garcia and Savannah Paulsen 
both led the team with 9 digs, followed by Violet Collins 
and Kinsley Heggen, who each had 8. Violet Collins 
led the team with 3 aces. 

The Varsity game ended in a win for the Bulldogs: 
25-15, 22-25, 25-20, and 25-15. Holly Newman led 
the team in assists, tallying 23, and Bryleigh Erickson 
followed with 20. Aspen Slyker and Bryleigh Erickson 
led the team with 3 blocks each, and Harper Wolfgram 
and Jazel Ragen each had 2. Emmalin Fischer led the 
team with 19 digs. Kaitlyn Noyes led the team with 14 
kills, and Bryleigh Erickson followed with 12. Violet 
Collins and Kaitlyn Noyes both had 2 aces.

The Bulldogs headed to Manhattan the next day. 
This was a conference match for the Bulldogs. They 

ended with a program sweep. 
The C squad game ended in a Bulldog win in five sets. 

The scores were 20-25, 25-29, 10-15,15-9, and 15-13 
in the fifth.  Avery White led the team with 4 aces, and 
Brinley Eggers, Kymber McCartney, and Alex Bakken 
each had 3. Brinley Eggers also tallied one block. Avery 
White had 6 kills, followed by Brinley Eggers, who had 
4, and Alex Bakken, who had 3. Ella Toney tallied 10 
assists, and Avery White got 5. Kymber McCartney led 
the team with 17 digs, followed by Avery White with 
12, and Ella Toney with 9. 

The Junior Varsity team won their game 25-16, 25-
9, and 15-10. Tevyn Newman and Savannah Paulsen 
both had 4 aces, leading the team. Savannah Paulsen 
led the Bulldogs with 2 blocks, and Louie Parr and 
Sophia Lamb had one block. Tevyn Newman and 
Sophia Lamb had 8 kills each, and Louie Parr had 4. 
Gracie Ragen led the team with 15 assists, and Tevyn 
Newman had 9. Kinsley Heggen led the team with 10 
digs, and Gracelyn Ragen had 8. The Junior Varsity 
team has played 6 games and has won 5 of them. 

The Varsity team played their fifth conference game, 
and after beating Manhattan, has proved undefeated 
in conference play so far, going 5-0. They won the 
match 25-6, 25-8, and 25-16. Violet Collins, Bryleigh 
Erickson, Aspen Slyker, and Kaitlyn Noyes all had 2 
aces. Bryleigh Erickson led the team with 3 blocks, 
followed by Harper Wolfgram and Jazel Ragen, who 
had 2. Kaitlyn Noyes led the team with 12 kills, and 
Holly Newman followed with 7. Bryleigh Erickson 
had 14 assists, and Holly Newman had 12. As for 
digs, Emmalin Fischer and Aspen Slyker both led the 
team with 6. 

The next game for the Bulldogs is their Homecoming 
game on October 2nd. They play the Joliet Jayhawks. 

I know that some people don’t know much about 
volleyball, so I am going to explain some terms that 
many people might not know. These are mostly words 
used when I am reporting the stats after the game.

To learn more about the volleyball terms, please visit 
our website at: https://mt43news-business-services.
com/VolleyballTerms

MT43 News Staff Reporter

Old Baldy Golf Club’s utility cart has been on its last legs 
for some time. Recently, the nonprofit group received the 
okay to purchase a new one, according to Rotary President 
Doug Sitton, who presented a check for $7,500 to Club 
President and Maintenance Superintendent Cory Bakkum. 

The club had applied for the grant, along with many 
other community organizations that approached Townsend 
Rotary with good projects that benefit the community but 
would not come to fruition without funding from outside 
sources, according to Sitton. 

Townsend Rotary has underwritten $80,000 in grants 
this year for 32 different projects, including high school 
scholarships, playground equipment and baseball field 
upgrades.

Sitton remarked that most of those funds are the result 
of Fall Fest income. “Everyone in the community works 

Old Baldy Golf Club Receives Grant for New Utility Cart 

Old Baldy Golf Club President Cory Bakkum accepts a grant 
award from Townsend Rotary President Doug Sitton.

Photo Provided

together to make the Fall Fest happen: we work with 
each other, which benefits the community in the long 
run,” he said.
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October 2

1902

Local News
W.E. Tierney spent Wednesday at the capitol.

Call at Mrs. McCuin’s millinery store and see the 
Ping Pong hats, the latest style.

The new furniture for the County High School has 
arrived and is being placed in the building.  

John Hines and Chas. Doggett went to Helena 
Wednesday and among other transactions of importance, 
they assisted very materially in transferring Joe Johnson 
from the train to the ambulance.

Joe Johnson met with a very serious accident one 
evening the fore part of the week. He and H.T. Gilbert 
were scuffling and being stout men the chances were 
very much against a fall without a bruise. The fall came 
and as a result Mr. Johnson’s ankle was badly broken 
Dr. Gilham was called and reduced the fracture and 
on Wednesday morning Mr. Johnson was taken to the 
sisters hospital at Helena, where he will remain until 
he recovers.

The shortening of the days is evidence of the sure 
approach of winter.

Politics are cooling down and matters in that line 

are assuming a normal condition.  

1941

Local News
Miss Cora Schmidt is at the Broadwater hospital again 
filling in during a rush period. She is office nurse for 
Dr. McElwey of White Sulphur Springs.

Mrs. Frank Holloway was honored last Sunday, it 
being her birthday anniversary week, at a dinner party 
given at her home by her family, Mr. and Mrs. R. A. 
Reiber, Mr. And Mrs. Freeman Bruce, Miss Glory Bruce 
and Agnes Ann and Mr. Holloway.

Mr. and Mrs. H.J. Doggett and family have moved 
from the ranch to Townsend and are permanently settled 
in their town house which has recently been redecorated 
and many improvements added.

Canton Valley News
Mrs. Clarence Morris, teacher of the Canton school 
motored to Billings on Saturday with her daughter 
Miss Norma, who registered on Monday at the Bill-
ings Normal school for the coming term. Mrs. Morris 
returned on Monday evening. There was no school at 
Canton on that day.

Eddie Daniels, student at the Montana State College, 
left for Bozeman Saturday morning to register for the 
coming term of school. Eddie is a sophomore this year.

Dick Ness of Townsend was the weekend guest of 
Pete Barker on Confederate creek.

1958

Local News
Dr. and Mrs. Frank P. Nash, Peter and Dick and Mr. 
and Mrs. James Kearns were in Helena Saturday night 
to attend the Carroll College- Eastern Oregon football 
game. It was Jack Nash’s first college football game.

Bob Cobban of Winston was a Wednesday night 
dinner guest of Mrs. Annabelle Doughty and Linda.

Mr. and Mrs. George Rauser, Sr., left Sept. 28th 
for New York where they will board the Queen Mary 
for a tour of England, Holland, France, Belgium and 
Switzerland. They will then go to Stuttgart, Germany 
for a month’s visit with relatives whom Mr. Rauser has 
not seen for 32 years.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bowhay of Seattle visited friends 
in Townsend last Friday and Saturday. Mr. Bowhay 
retired about a year ago from teaching in the public 
schools at Seattle. At the time of his retirement, he was 
head of the Broadway-Edison Technical School. His 
father operated the first electric light plant in Townsend. 

Miss Helen Connors, who has been working in Yel-
lowstone Park the past season, is spending the month 
of October in Townsend with her sister, Miss Mary 
Connors, and brother, Gene Connors.

All Halloween Lights 
& Decorations

10% Off!

All Halloween Lights 
& Decorations

10% Off!
Saffron Restaurant - Butte

Traveling Diners

We recently went to an event at the Motherload theater 
in Butte. We decided to spend the night in Butte rather 
than travel back to Townsend late at night.

In the past, when we stayed overnight in Butte, we 
stayed at the historic Finlen Hotel. It is in the Butte 
Historic District, and we always have a pleasant stay. 
But this time we decided to try another hotel in Butte’s 
Historic District and found a “boutique hotel” right in 
the middle of the Historic District.

The Miner’s Hotel is a restored building on West 
Park Street in uptown Butte. It is not a modern, new 
hotel, but it was a really charming, cozy room in the 
historic building. Parking is in an empty lot right next 
to the hotel, which was very convenient. We loved the 
room, but found uptown Butte can be pretty noisy on 
a Saturday night. That was really our only complaint 
about the hotel. The hotel is located about 2 blocks 
from the Motherload Theater, which is also located 
on West Park Street. That made it very convenient to 
walk to the theater.

We have dined at Casagranda’s on Arizona Street 
several times. It is one of our favorite restaurants in 
Butte. However, we thought this time we would try 
a new restaurant, one we had not tried before.  I had 
read several good reviews of the Rib and Chop House 
on Harrison Avenue – quite a ways from the Historic 
District and we made a reservation for dinner.

However, in just walking around the Butte Historic 
District, we found a restaurant we had never heard of: 
Saffron. Saffron is conveniently located on West Park 

Street, about halfway between our hotel and the theater. 
It is a Middle East restaurant featuring kebabs, rack of 
lamb and, of course, good Montana Beef.

It looked interesting, so we cancelled our reservation 
at the Rib and Chop House and made a reservation at 
Saffron. It was a great decision. We thoroughly enjoyed 
the ambiance and the food at Saffron.

The restaurant is located below grade, so we walked 
down a flight of stairs from the sidewalk to the entrance 
of the restaurant. The entryway is very nicely done. On 
our way out, we noticed the stairs up to the sidewalk 
level had different ornamental faces on each step.

The restaurant itself is very beautiful, and our server 
was a delightful young lady who made the meal even 
more enjoyable. We ordered the beef kebab and rack 
of lamb. We also split the salad-du-jour. There were 
several appetizers that looked great, but it was just too 
much food for two people.

The kebab dinner was four very nicely spiced kebabs 
served with fresh vegetables and a flat bread.  The rack 

Going down to the restaurant
Photo Credit: Traveling Diners

A refreshing Salad of beets, pine nuts, macadamia nuts, feta 
cheese on Arugala greens served with an orange dressing.

Photo Credit: Traveling Diners

Entrees of Kebab and Rack of lamb
Photo Credit: Traveling Diners

of lamb was a generous 7 ribs served with a salad of 
arugula, beets, pine nuts and feta cheese. The lamb had 
a small serving of whipped goat cheese on each rib.

The menu states that the table does not have salt 
and pepper because the chef knows how to season the 
food properly (but they are available on request). We 
did not need either. Everything was seasoned perfectly.

For dessert, we ordered a mango “mochi” (basically 
ice cream as a dough) and baklava – it is a Middle East-
ern restaurant after all! The desserts were not quite as 
good as the rest of the meal. The mango ice cream was 
great, but the dough added nothing to the dessert. The 
baklava was okay; the nuts and honey filling were good, 
but the pastry was not light and flaky, but rather heavy.

We would heartily recommend eating at Saffron for 
both the ambiance and the excellent meal – but maybe 
have an appetizer and pass on dessert!

A great use of old Mining Carts
Photo Credit: Traveling Diners

Steps leading to the sidewalk level
Photo Credit: Traveling Diners


