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MT 43 News
Local People. Local Stories.

Broadwater County and East Helena

Fun for Everyone at Broadwater County  
Fair and Rodeo

MT43 News Staff Reporter

It’s time again for the Broadwater County Fair and 
Rodeo beginning August 6. The County Fair and Rodeo 
highlights the best of the county’s athletes, showmen 
and women, parade floats and those who win the prizes.

Incentives for winning are a good thing, according to 
17-year-veteran Rodeo Club member Wynn Meehan. He 
was pleased to showcase beautiful prizes that will go to 
those who enter the winners’ circle. At a Rocky Mountain 
Supply display, Meehan showed off two saddles which 
will go to the all-around champions for men and women 
who compete. Made by Corriente Saddle Company of 
Anthony, New Mexico, winners have coveted and used 
these trophy saddles since they were prizes in the first 
rodeo in 1963.

Winners of the various events are awarded silver 
belt buckles. Those events include calf roping, goat 
tying, ribbon roping, pole bending, team roping and 
barrel racing. The bucking horse and bull riders make 
out fine too. These hand-designed buckles are fashioned 
by Montana Silver Smiths of Columbus, Montana. The 
company, started in 1973, takes its lead from all rodeo 
enthusiasts who wear boots and belts. Although custom 
trophy belts are the company’s specialty, they also sell 
jewelry.  Their silver belts travel far and wide throughout 
the rodeo world, including Professional Bull Riders, 
the National Rodeo Finals and the Calgary Stampede.

Meehan pointed out the rodeo club is featuring silver 
mugs for the reserve champion winners this year as well. 
All trophies are paid for by sponsors and by the rodeo 
club as well. 

Season tickets to the rodeo are available online or 
at the gate: Adults - $35; Seniors and Students- $30; 

Corriente Saddle Company trophy saddles and Montana Silver Smith buckles on display at Rocky Mountain 
Supply this week. The prestigious prizes will be awarded at this year's Broadwater County Rodeo.

Nancy Marks, MT43 News Photographer

Children $20. For those who prefer to buy tickets for 
the day of the event: Friday and Saturday’s NRA rodeo: 
Adults- $15; Seniors and Students $12; Children (6-12) 
$10. For Broadwater Western Days events Thursday and 
Sunday: $5 for all ages.

Broadwater County Fair activities take up the slack 
during some rodeo event down times. Fair goers will 
enjoy tramping through the livestock barn to see cham-
pion chickens, goats, pigs, lambs and steers raised by the 
county’s 4-H club members. Fair events begin at 2:00 
pm Wednesday when judging begins in the 4-H building 

for open class entries. The next activities begin bright 
and early every day at 8:00 a.m. for showmanship, round 
robin and judging. Fair events climax with the buyer’s 
dinner and livestock sale on Saturday. 

County residents especially enjoy the annual Rodeo 
Parade which begins at noon on Sunday featuring floats, 
horse riders, vintage cars and first responders. Organizer 
Kathy Toombs encourages last-minute entries. Lineup for 
the various entries takes place on Pine Street at Heritage 
Park. Please contact her at (406) 202-5039.

MT43 News Staff Reporter

Wellington D. Rankin was well known in Broadwater 
County two generations ago. He ran a large ranch up 
Avalanche Creek. Who was not well known in the 
county is his sister Jeannette, who was one of the most 
famous political figures in both Montana and US history.

Mary Jane Bradbury, a speaker from Humanities 
Montana, told Jeannette’s story for a full house at the 
Canton Church east of Townsend Friday. A storyteller, 
historian and educator, Bradbury has entertained in the 
Broadwater County venue often. Her gestures, facial 
expressions and costume breathed life into Rankin’s 
persona.

Rankin was a Suffragette in the early 20th century 
when she worked tirelessly to bring the vote to women, 
according to Bradbury. The 19th Amendment passed 
in 1920.  Rankin never married, but she went into 
sweatshops and farm fields to see children working for 
small or no wages. Disgusted with what she witnessed, 
she ran for US Congress in 1916 as a Republican from 
Montana and won by 7,000 votes with her brother Wel-
lington’s help. She lobbied for child labor laws and is 
credited with championing the 1st social services bill 
ever passed in Congress.

In an unusual political twist, Rankin lost in her next 
election, so was not active in politics until war’s ugly 
head reared itself again in 1937. Well known among 

politicians and women during the 20’s and 30’s, she 
ran again and won by a landslide in Montana. She 
cast the only vote against the nation entering World 
War II in 1941.

Rankin’s personal life was as unusual as her politi-
cal life. The oldest of seven children, she was raised 
in Missoula, had a college degree and had traveled the 
world extensively. She did spend summer days at Wel-
lington’s rustic ranch home at Avalanche Gulch. She 
lived most of her later life in a Georgia cabin which 
had dirt floors. Not far from her roots, however, the dirt 
floors were covered with Oriental rugs she purchased 
while abroad, Bradbury pointed out. 

Rankin’s legacy as an idealist and champion of the 
rights of the downtrodden, poor people and children 
speaks well for Montana. The Congresswoman and 
artist Charlie Russell are the only bronze statues in the 
US Capitol to represent Montana.

Bradbury ended her presentation encouraging the 
audience to do as Rankin did - use their voices to lobby 
for what they believe in. She asked everyone to lobby 
our present Congressmen to protect the arts by funding 
the National Endowment for the Arts.

MJ Bradbury Brings Historical Figure to Life 
at Canton Church

Mary Jane Bradbury brought Congresswoman Jeannette 
Rankin to life at the Canton Church last weekend.

Nancy Marks, MT43 News Photographer

Ninth Annual Broadwater County-

Wide Yard Sale a Big Success 
Victor Sample

On July 19, we had another successful 
Broadwater County-Wide Yard Sale!  

While the day was an overcast day, 
it did not rain and the clouds kept the 
temperature at a comfortable level.

We had 51 yard sales registered and placed on our 
maps. The sales ranged from the Toston-Radersburg 
area to north of Winston; from River Road and the 
Springville area all the way over the sandhill into the 
Deep Creek area.

The yard-sale shoppers were not only Broadwater 
County residents; we had shoppers from the entire 
region stretching from Livingston to the Deer Lodge-
Anaconda area. We even had shoppers coming from 
outside the region.

I did not speak to all of the people holding yard sales, 
but the ones I did speak to said they had a huge number 
of people at the yard sale and that they did very well!

Missouri Valley Marketing would like to thank all 
of those who held the 51 registered yard sales and, of 
course, all of the hundreds of people who shopped the 
yard sales.

Many Shoppers showed up
Photo Credits: Pam Sample
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JULY
Monday - Friday

11:00 am: Summer Lunch Program - 18 
and under EAT FREE at Heritage Park

Friday 25
High School Volleyball Camp

Townsend School CalendarTownsend School Calendar

JULY

Monday - Saturday
Summer Swimming Hours: SEE POOL SCHEDULE ON THIS PAGE

Friday 25
11:00 am: Red Cross Blood Drive at American Legion Club,

 211 Broadway
5:00 pm: Canton Church Highlights One of Montana’s Most Infa-
mous Events at Canton Church SEE AD ON PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS

12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of the Valley 
Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater County 
Sr. Center, 516 2nd St

5:00 pm: READ and ROLL: Game Night for All Ages (12 & under 
with adult) at Reading Leaves Bookstore and Coffee Nook

Saturday 26
2025 Backyards of Broadwater at Broadwater

6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 
102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

6:30 pm: Magic - The Gathering at Reading Leaves 
Bookstore, 401 Broadway

9:00 am: FREE Vacation Bible School at Trailhead Church 

Monday 28
11:00 am: Pow Wow Taco Fundraiser across from the Capitol 

in Helena SEE AD ON THIS PAGE FOR DETAILS
5:00 pm: Men’s Bible Camp at Flynn; Dry Creek

6:00 pm: Celebrate Recovery at Mountain Valley Church, 
107 E St, 406-980-1805

Tuesday 29
5:00 pm: American Legion Post 42 Food and Bingo at American 

Legion Post 42 Club, 211 Broadway
5:30 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of the Valley 

Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

Wednesday 30
1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater County 

Sr. Center, 516 2nd St

Thursday 31
3:00 pm: FARMERS MARKET at Wi-Fi Park on Front St

4:30 pm: FREE TO ALL Community Dinner, Thursdays at 
American Legion Post 42, 211 Broadway St, Townsend 

SEE AD ON THIS PAGE
7:00 pm: Al-Anon at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 

301 N Cherry

AUGUST

Monday - Saturday
Summer Swimming Hours: SEE POOL SCHEDULE ON THIS PAGE

Friday 1
11:00 am: Billings Clinic Open House at 110 N Oak 

SEE AD ON PAGE 11
12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of the Valley 

Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater County 

Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
5:00 pm: READ and ROLL: Game Night for All Ages (12 & under 

with adult) at Reading Leaves Bookstore and Coffee Nook

Saturday 2
6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 

102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945
6:30 pm: Magic - The Gathering at Reading Leaves

 Bookstore, 401 Broadway

Sunday 3
1:00 FREE TO ALL Swim & Float h at Townsend City Pool

Thu 7 - Sun 10
62nd Annual Townsend Rodeo 

READ MORE AND SEE AD WITH DETAILS ON NEXT PAGE

Thursday 7
4:30 pm: FREE TO ALL Community Dinner, Thursdays at 
American Legion Post 42, 211 Broadway St, Townsend 

SEE AD ON THIS PAGE

Saturday 9
Bookstore Romance Day at Reading Leaves, 401 Broadway 

SEE AD ON THIS PAGE FOR DETAILS
8:00 pm: FREE Live Music (Jerry Willet) at Canyon Ferry KOA

Sunday 10
10:30 am: Rodeo Parade Registration 

AD WITH DETAILS ON NEXT PAGE
12:00 pm: Rodeo Parade Starts AD ON NEXT PAGE

Townsend Townsend 
Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

JULY

Monday 28
10:00 am: Commission/CAO Working 

Meeting

Wednesday 30
10:00 am: Commission Meeting

Broadwater County Broadwater County 
Government CalendarGovernment Calendar

East Helena Library Hours

Andrea Eckerson
Branch Manager 

Hours:
Monday - Wednesday: 

10 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Thursday and Friday: 

10 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 10 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Sundays: Closed

JULY

Wednesday 30
10:30 am: Storytime

Thursday 31
1:00 – 2:30 pm: Crafternoons

AUGUST

Wednesday 6
6:30 8:00 pm: Music in Main Street Park

Lewis & Clark Library East 
Helena Branch, 16 E Main 

Street in East Helena.
Nancy Marks, MT43 
News Photographer

Three Forks Community Library

HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday through Friday - 10:00am to 5:00pm
Tuesdays - 10:00am - 7:00pm
1st Saturday of the Month: 11:00am - 2:00pm

Contact the library for details on clubs and events for a 
variety of ages at (406) 285-3747, or visit the website: 
threeforkslibrary.weebly.com

Broadwater School and 
Community Library

HOURS:
Monday-Thursday -- 4:00 - 7:00pm                                               
Friday-Saturday -- 9:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday -- 12:00 - 5:00pm

Curbside also available please call:  (406)441-3461

Library HoursLibrary Hours

JULY

Friday 25
11:00 am: Three Forks Public Library - LEGO Club

Three Forks Public Library - Sponge Colored Small Tote Bags

Tuesday 29
1:00 pm: Three Forks Public Library - Mah Jongg
6:00 pm: Three Forks Public Library - Book Club

Wednesday 30
5:30 pm: Bozeman Music Night with Walcrik at Bridger 

Brewing, Three Forks

Thursday 31
10:30 am: Three Forks Public Library - Storytime

7:00 pm: Three Forks Music Night with Savannah Wood - No 
Cover! at Bridger Brewing, Three Forks

Three Forks Three Forks 
Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

TURN TO PAGE 5 
FOR LEGAL NOTICES!

ClassifiedsClassifieds

Broadwater Rural Fire Board Meeting

3rd Wednesday each month.
Next meeting: August 20th, 7:00PM
At the Townsend Fire Station - 130 So Cedar St
See Board Meeting Agenda at: http://www.facebook.
com/BroadwaterCountyVolunteerFireDepartment

FOR SALE!

1983 30’ Pace Arrow Motorhome.
39,000 miles, 454 Turbo 400: $4000.00

1974 21’ Bayliner Cabin Cruiser
4-cylinder Chevy motor: $3000.00 OBO

Call or text: 406-380-0734

Pow Wow Taco Fundraiser

Monday, July 28 from 11am - 1:30pm

Last Chance Community Pow Wow Committee 
Hosts Native American Drumming, Dancing, 
Frybread & Indian Tacos on the Lawn Across 
from Helena's Capitol Building.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE 
AND ENJOY THE SHARING OF CULTURE!

ANNUAL MEETING

Broadwater County Historical Society Annual Meet-
ing Tuesday, Aug. 5, 2025, at 5:00 PM At Broadwater 
County Museum, 133 North Walnut St, Townsend.

All Society Members are invited to attend.

Broadwater Rod and Gun Club 
extends a sincere THANK YOU to the participants,

volunteers, and sponsors of the 
2025 Walleye Derby.

Canyon Enterprises (Silos)

J. Steele Realty

Opportunity Bank

Jiggin) My Best 
i�e 

Rocky Mt Supply

Gallatin Madison Walleyes Unlimited Chapter

Canyon Enterprises (Silos)

J. Steele Realty

Opportunity Bank

Jiggin' My Best Life 

Rocky Mt Supply

Gallatin Madison Walleyes Unlimited Chapter

Greymont

Ridgeline Crane

Re&)s Upholstery o� Bo(eman

Hedstrom Auto Repair

Townsend Marine

Designer Tackle

Greymont
Ridgeline Crane
Rex's Upholstery of Bozeman
Hedstrom Auto Repair
Townsend Marine
Designer Tackle

SPONSORS:

Broadwater County Library 
Summer Reading Program
Vicki Harvey
Broadwater County Library

The Summer Reading Program ends on August 1st.  
The last activity date is Friday, July 25th, while all 

prize tickets need to be turned in by July 31st at 7 PM.  
Prizes will be awarded at 10:00 on August 1st.

HELP WANTED

Farm Help Needed: 
Harvesting and Haying

Contact Leonard 406-949-0208

Townsend City Pool Schedule

Opening Day:
June 16th, 2025

Open Swim:
Monday – Friday, 1:00pm - 4:00pm and 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
and Saturday, 1:00pm - 4:00pm.

Water Aerobics:
Monday – Thursday, 5:30pm -6:30pm

Swim Lessons:
Available for ALL ages. 
Go to TownsendMontana.net to sign up for lessons. 
For questions call TJ at 406-266-1884.

Fees:

•	 $4 per swim session, $40 for 10 swims punch card.
•	 Family Season Pass available for $80. Family pass 

does not include water aerobics or swim lessons.

Closed:
Sundays and July 4th.

Pool closes for the season August 16th.

FREE THURSDAY DINNERS!

Every Thursday, 4:30 - 6:30PM
American Legion Post 42, Townsend

HOMEMADE & ALWAYS YUMMY!
Join us for a hot, delicious meal - no cost to you.
DONATIONS WELCOME & APPRECIATED
to help us continue supporting our community.
QUESTIONS?		  STOP BY OR
MENU?			   (406) 266-6111

LET US FEED YOU - AND  
    TOGETHER WE CAN HELP 

OUR COMMUNITY
Hosted with care by the Sons of the American 
Legion (SOL).
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Of the making of books there is no end...and
much study is a weariness of the flesh.

ECCXII 12

WISE DAN BOOKSWISE DAN BOOKS
311 Broadway

Townsend, MT 59644

NEW - USED & OUT OF PRINTNEW - USED & OUT OF PRINT
Your Home for Greek and Latin Classics!

HOURS:

Wed - Sat

11 - 4

HOURS:
Wed - Sat

11 - 4

Subscribe To MT 43 News and save!
	 1Yr	 2Yr	 3Yr

Print (In-Region*):		  $69	 $108	 $155
Print (In-State):		  $89	 $145	 $200
Print (In USA):		  $119	 $198	 $275�
Print (International):	 $145	 $245	 $340
Print Snowbird**:		  $94	 $158	 $225
Email-ONLY (PDF):		 $50	 $74	 $100

Mail payment or deliver to 408 Broadway, Townsend MT 59644. You can also call 
with a credit card 406-266-0086, or visit www.MT43News.com
*In Region includes all Broadwater County, Helena, East Helena, Montana
City, Clancy, Jefferson City and Three Forks 
**Snowbird rate includes two address changes per year. Gift subscriptions are 
also available! 
All print editions include option to receive PDF email.

NEW

RATES

2025 Broadwater County 
Fair and Rodeo

Val Hornsveld

The Fairboard members are so excited with only two 
short weeks before the 2025 Broadwater County Fair 
and Rodeo.   

Our open class entries have doubled from last year, 
which is extremely exciting. 

Reminder that the exhibits for open class need to be 
delivered to the Fair building between the hours of 9:30 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 6th, 2025. 

For those who did not enter your Horticulture entries 
earlier, it's your lucky day. Horticulture, produce, flowers 
and herbs are the one class you can enter on the day 
that entries are delivered.   

Each year we try to have entries that go along with 
our Fair theme. This year we are looking for you to 
show your talent by making something from blue 
jeans. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd place will receive cash 
prizes.  These items can be entered at the time of the 
other open class items. 

We will have several Commercial and food Vendors, 
so please check them out.  

This year in the Commercial Building, we will have 
an Escape Room, Friday, August 8, from 3 pm and 9 
pm, and Saturday, August 9, from 12 pm and 9 pm.

Other Entertainment under the 
blue and white tent: 

Jewelry workshop, JRock Jewelry; Ceramics; 4-H/
Stoke Robotics demonstration; pie eating contest; paint 
party with Julie Farris; Live music with Derailed, and 
Travis Ragen; Stick Horse Rodeo; Inflatables; Family 
DJ Dance; Local and NRA Rodeo; 4-H and FFA Indoor 
and Livestock shows and sales.  

Next week, the MT 43 News will have an insert 
flyer (2025 Fair Week Schedule).

Don't miss another exciting Fair and Rodeo at our 
beautiful Broadwater County Fairgrounds. Something 
for everyone.

Parade travels down Broadway Street in Townsend
Parade Starts at 12Noon Sharp- Lineup at Heritage Park

Registration begins at 10:30 at Massa Park on
Broadway. To win a prize you must register. 

The divisions are organizations, animal drawn
carriages, commercial floats,

individuals on foot, bikes and vehicles, antique
vehicles, cowboy costume riders and drill teams.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Kathy Toombs, (406) 202-5039

Wear Your Blue Jeans and 
Dream Your Country Dreams!
You’ll never have so much fun as

when you JOIN THE RODEO PARADE,
SUNDAY, AUG 10!

Chiara Cipriano
USDA Public Affairs Officer

Crow Creek road (#424) has reopened, and work is now 
underway to improve both Weasel Creek (#405) and 
Weston Creek (#4031) roads as part of the Joint Chiefs’ 
Elkhorn Road and Culvert Project. With the presence 
and activity of heavy machinery at both sites, projects 
will necessitate temporary closures.

Weasel Creek road closure starts at the Crow Creek 
Junction up to the Eagle Guard Station turnoff. The 

Crow Creek Road Reopens; Improvement of Weston and 
Weasel Creek Roads to Necessitate Temporary Closures

road work continues past the Guard Station and ends at 
the Eagle Guard Trailhead. Weston Creek road closure 
will begin at the junction of Weasel Creek Road and 
Weston Creek Road. The work will continue 4 miles 
towards Indian Creek Road, and end at the Forest Service 
boundary. Eagle Guard Station is closed during this 
time. Indian Creek Road continues to be open from the 
highway to the forest boundary during the road work. 

Visit: https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/helena-lewisclark/
alerts to view all closures across the Forest. Call the 
Townsend Ranger District at (406) 266-3425 for questions 
related to the Weston and Weasel Creek road closures.

Annika McCulloch
Montana Learning Center Intern

This summer and fall, Montana Learning Center at 
Canyon Ferry Lake invites you to journey Beyond 
the Big Sky—a monthly stargazing series like no 
other! From June through September, experience 
the wonders of the universe under some of the 
darkest skies in the Northwest.

Each evening begins with an inspiring presenta-
tion by a renowned guest astronomer, sharing expert 
insights and cosmic discoveries. Afterward, enjoy 
hands-on telescope viewing (weather permitting) 
with guidance from MLC staff and the Helena 
Astronomical Society.

Gaze through Montana’s largest public-access 

Embark on a Cosmic Adventure: Beyond the Big Sky
telescopes and learn to observe the night sky like 
a true astronomer. Whether you're a seasoned 
stargazer or simply curious about the cosmos, this 
event offers awe, learning, and connection under 
the stars.

Don’t miss this unforgettable evening of celestial 
exploration—only at Beyond the Big Sky. Reserve 
your spot now and let the universe reveal its secrets!
 
(Editor's Note: Montana Learning Center is at 
the northernmost part of Canyon Ferry Lake, at 
Canyon Ferry. The Learning Center's website is 
https://montanalearning.org/beyond-big-sky)

For more information, visit https://montanale-
arning.org/beyond-big-sky/
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Lineman’s Rodeo Memorial Lantern Ceremony

Matt Nelson

The 32nd Annual Montana Lineman‘s 
Rodeo Association (MTLRA) gathering 
was held at the Broadwater County 
Fairgrounds on Friday and Saturday, July 18th and 19th. 
At 7:30 PM on Friday, a Memorial Lantern Ceremony 
took place honoring lineworkers who have passed.

According to the Montana Lineman’s Association 
website, “The Montana Lineman’s rodeo is an annual 
event held the third Saturday in July. The purpose of 
the Lineman’s Rodeo is to demonstrate the skills line 
workers use every day to ensure a safe, reliable electri-
cal supply to the citizens of the inter-mountain west. 
Public safety and public education are the missions of 
the Montana Lineman’s Rodeo Association.”

Half of the men were veterans of the U.S. military, 
including one who served in World War II. The line-
men who have passed away in the last year have their 
names engraved on one side of a lantern. Their birth and 
death dates are engraved on the opposite side. Selena 
Fowler, the MTLRA treasurer, arranged the lanterns 
and handed them out to the climbers. “One by one, 
brothers climb the pole and hang the lantern on a line 

Memorial Cross, with the words Rest in Peace Dave Dixon 
at the bottom. Dave was the President of MTLRA

Photo Credit: Matt Nelson

Linemen climbers honor those people who had passed over the last year by hanging lanterns that had the name of the linemen 
engraved on one side. Townsend residents Mike Colvin (left) and Andy Newman (Right) are at the top of the 20 lanterns.

Photo Credit: Matt Nelson

strung in between two poles. At the top, they light the 
candle within and take a moment of silence to honor 
the deceased line worker. This event is by far the most 
symbolic of all we do. Watching the lanterns rise and 
seeing all brothers and sisters together is a tribute that 
cannot be described in words. "The lanterns are then 
mailed to the families of those honored,” she explained. 

IBEW Craftsman and Apprentice Trainer Tim 
Newman announced the names of those who died, and 
also the names of the climbers who took the lanterns 
up. Linemen who were honored are Robert Crystal, 
Robert Berg, Carol “Bud” Bortorg, John Zacha, Gary 
Baier, Douglas Dobson, Schott Czywczynski, William 
“Bud” Pedersen, Mike Wise, Rodney Peterson, Daniel 
Dahlen, James Heckman, William Haft, Stephen Sills, 
Charles Joe Pence, Allan Peterson, Arthur Shellen-
berg, Cody Salveson, Lucas Fowler and David Dixon.  
Climbers were David Scoggins, David Dunlop, Cody 
Owens, Justin Brassard, James Hanson, Shane Bykoyen, 
Thomas Kerner, Andy Newman, Clayton Loback and 
Matt Shuland. 

Prior to the start of the ceremony, a couple of people 
brought in a huge wreath and placed it on a cross about 
12-feet high and dedicated to Dave Dixon, who was the 
president of the International Brotherhood of Electrical 

Workers (IBEW) 44 based out of Butte. His wife Tabitha 
is the Recording Secretary. Unfortunately, he was killed 
in a 4-wheeler accident Thursday evening, on July 17th, 
near the Broadwater County Fairgrounds. 

Tim Newman then gave a very emotional speech 
about Dave Dixon. “I had the opportunity to be an 
apprentice under Dave, right before I journeyed out. 
Dave was a guy you could talk to, and Dave loved his 
job. He loved his family. Dave was such a part of this 
rodeo that you have no idea what we are missing now 
after this year. We pulled it together somehow, with 
Tabitha, and Chuck, the whole family, our brothers 
and sisters that are helping. Dave is going to be missed. 
Dave would have received his 25-year pin in IBEW 
this year, I believe.” 

Another cheer went up: “Ladies and Gentlemen, 
please stand and cheer with the loudest voice Townsend, 
Montana, has ever heard screamed, for the GREAT 
DAVE DIXON!” The crowd did exactly that. A lady 
screamed, “Dave, we love you so much!”

A crowd of 1,000 people sang the hymn Amazing 
Grace during the last part of the memorial service.

2805 York Rd, Helena MT

tizermeats.com

2805 York Rd, Helena MT
tizermeats.com

We are Ready to Process

Your 4H Market Animals!

We are Ready to Process
Your 4H Market Animals!

Tizer MeatsTizer Meats
Call to Schedule 406-422-4822

Barnes
Jewelry

357 N Last Chance Gulch,
Helena MT

406-442-3000

Freak Accident Takes Life of 
Lineman Participant

MT43 News Staff Reporter

A freak accident with a four-wheeled Suzuki King Quad 
took the life of David Dixon of Helena Thursday, July 
17, at 2:45 p.m. as activities for the annual Lineman’s 
Rodeo were gearing up at Broadwater Fairgrounds. 

Dixon, 46, of Helena, was traveling on Airport Road 
toward US Highway 12 when he apparently overcor-
rected, causing the ATV to overturn, according to a 
Montana Highway Patrol report from communications 
specialist Becka Howey.

The accident is under investigation by the Highway 
Patrol. Broadwater County Sheriff’s office, County 
Ambulance and Rural Fire Department attended the 
accident.

Adventure Awaits at the 
Montana Learning Center  
Annika McCulloch
Montana Learning Center Intern

This summer, inspire a lifelong love of science at the 
Montana Learning Center—Montana’s premier STEM 
camp, set on the scenic shores of Canyon Ferry Lake.

Our award-winning educators lead hands-on, inquiry-
based programs in a unique outdoor classroom, blending 
cutting-edge STEM learning with classic camp fun. 
With a low camper-to-staff ratio, every child gets the 
support and attention they need to thrive.

From day camps for grades 1–3 to immersive 
overnight programs for grades 4–12, campers explore 
science through experiments, engineering challenges, 
outdoor adventures, and more.

High school students can choose from extraordinary 
experiences—excavate real fossils, explore Yellow-
stone’s biology and geology, study the night sky with 
professional telescopes, or paddle through the Missouri 
River Breaks.

Whether coding, kayaking, or discovering the 
stars, every camper builds confidence, curiosity, and 
unforgettable memories.

Space is limited—register today and let the adventure 
begin! Students may sign up at https://mntanalearning.
org/student-programs/
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Legal NoticesLegal Notices
Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well
as important Broadwater County notices.

Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well
as important Broadwater County notices.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Broadwater County 
Commissioners will hold a public hearing on July 30, 2025, 
at 10:00 am in the Flynn Building for the purpose of hearing 
comments on the boundary line adjustment between Broadwater 
County and Aaron Lee Christensen. 

Written comments are also being accepted up to 24 hours 
prior to the hearing and should be sent to: Commissioners, 515 
Broadway, Townsend, MT 59644 or emailed to commissioners@
broadwatercountymt.gov. 

Published July 18 & 25, 2025
MNAXLP

TOWNSEND PUBLIC SCHOOLS

DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, Section 20-6-604, Montana Code Annotated, 

provides in pertinent part: (1) Whenever the trustees of a district 
determine that a site, building, or any other real or personal 
property of the District is or is about to become abandoned, 
obsolete, undesirable, or unsuitable for the school purposes 
of the District, the trustees may sell or otherwise dispose of 
the real or personal property. If a decision to sell or dispose of 
property is made, the trustees shall adopt a resolution to sell 
or otherwise dispose of the District real or personal property 
because it is or is about to become abandoned, obsolete, un-
desirable, or unsuitable for the school purposes of the district.  
(2) The resolution may not become effective for 14 days after 
the notice required in subsection (3) is made.  (3) The trustees 
shall provide notice of the resolution in the manner required 
for school elections in 20-20-204.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 20-6-604, Montana Code 
Annotated, the Board of Trustees of Townsend School Dis-
trict, has found that 1998 Van Hool Transit Bus T21 (VIN 
#YE2TC62B5W2043631) and 1992 International TK (VIN 
#IHVBBPPP4NH453524) are obsolete, undesirable, or unsuit-
able for school purposes;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of 
Trustees of Townsend School District, shall place the following 
real property on the open market, advertise the real property as 
being for sale and sell the same if a qualified buyer makes an 
acceptable offer to the District:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in accordance with District 
practice and as required by Sections 20-6-604 and 20-20-204, 
Montana Code Annotated, this Resolution shall be posted in 
three different places in the district and published in MT 43, 
the newspaper of general circulation in the District. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the resolution shall become 
effective fourteen (14) days after such publication and posting 
if, in accordance with Section 20-6-604, Montana Code An-
notated, no taxpayer appeals this Resolution prior to , by filing 
a verified petition with the Clerk of the District Court setting 
out in detail the objections to the adoption of the Resolution or 
the disposal of the property and serving a copy of such petition 
upon the School District.  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES, Townsend School District 
DATED this 8th day of July, 2025

Published July 18 and 25, 2025 
MNAXLP

AUDIT PUBLICATION STATEMENT

An audit of Broadwater County has been conducted by Denning, 
Downey & Associates, CPA's, P.C. The audit covered the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 2024. Section 2-7-521, MCA, requires the 
publication of the following summary of significant findings.

Summary of Significant Findings

The audit report for the Broadwater County for the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 2024, were unmodified.

The audit report also contained several other auditors' reports. 
Following is a list of the reports and a summary of the findings 
included in each. This is only a summary and is not intended 
to be used as an audit report.
1.	 Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance and on 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of 
Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Govern-
ment Auditing Standards. This report contained findings in the 
following matters:

a.	 2024-002 Cash Reconciliation
b.	 2024-001 Uninsured and Uncollateralized Deposits

2.	 Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance for Each 
Major Program and on Internal Control over Compliance required 
by the Uniform Guidance. This report contained findings in the 
following matter:

This report contained no findings.
3.	 Report on Other Compliance, Financial and Internal 
Accounting Control Matters.

This report contained no findings.
4.	 Report on Prior Year Audit Report Recommendations. 
This report summarized the findings from the prior audit report, 
and noted the action taken on them.

a)	 2023-001 Cash Reconciliation (Repeated)
b)	 2023-002 Uninsured and Uncollateralized Deposits 

(Repeated)
Public Inspection of Audit Report

The complete audit report is on file in its entirety and open to 
public inspection at the Administrators Office. Debbie Kelley 
- Finance Director Broadwater County

Published July 25, 2025
MNAXLP

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
BROADWATER COUNTY

SAMUEL BOGAN AND DEBORAH BOGAN, Plaintiffs, vs.
LAUREL HILL HOLDING, LLC, SEAN McKENNA, and 
JOHN DOES I-V, Defendants.
Cause No.:  DV-4-2024-00060-FO
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL PROPERTY
TO BE SOLD, at a Sheriff’s Sale on the 6th day of  August, 
2025, at 10:00 o’clock a.m. in the lobby of the BROADWATER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 515 BROADWAY ST. TOWNSEND, 
MT 59644, pursuant to the Default Judgment, Decree of Fore-
closure, and Order of Sale entered in this proceeding, that certain 
real property located in Broadwater County, Montana, which 
is described as follows (the “Real Property”):

LOT 37 OF MOUNTAIN VISTA ESTATE SUBDIVISION 
AS SHOWN IN BOOK 2 PLATS, PAGE 87, LOCATED IN 
SECTION 6, TOWNSHIP 2 NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST, P.M.M., 
BROADWATER COUNTY, MONTANA.

The Real Property is sold with all appurtenances, her-
editaments, tenements, including all water rights, gas, oil, other 
hydrocarbons, and geothermal rights thereunto belonging or 
used in connection therewith.
DATED this 24 day of  June, 2025. 
Nick Rauser, Broadwater County Sheriff

Published July 11, 18 and 25, 2025
MNAXLP

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

July 18
Dee Gannon
MT43 News Correspondent

The criminal docket in Judge Kathy 
Seeley’s courtroom on Friday, July 18, 
is as follows:

Nathanial Coulson had an Initial Appearance and 
Arraignment, pleading Not Guilty to charges of criminal 
possession of dangerous drugs. Omnibus is due by 
September 19; Pre-Trial is set for February 20, 2026, 
with the Jury Trial scheduled for March 16, 2026.

Samuel Cooper had a bail modification, to no avail. 
The Judge denied his ask.

Brad Heath had an Initial Appearance, pleading 
Not Guilty to a charge of theft of property, a common 
scheme. Omnibus is due by September 19; Pre-Trial is 
set for February 20, 2026, with the Jury Trial scheduled 
for March 16, 2026.

Willie Schmidt had an Initial Appearance and Ar-
raignment on a charge of criminal possession with 
intent to deliver meth and fentanyl, and a charge of 
criminal possession of drug paraphernalia. Omnibus is 
due September 5; Pre-Trial is set for December 5; with 
the Jury Trial scheduled for January 5, 2026.

Dennis Hinchey had an Arraignment. Omnibus is 
due September 12; Pre-Trial is set for January 16, 2026, 
with the Jury Trial scheduled for February 9, 2026.

Michael Taylor had an Initial Appearance and Ar-
raignment; pleading Not Guilty to charges of DUI, danger 
to a highway worker, and open container. Omnibus is 
due September 19; Pre-Trial is set for February 20, 
2026, with the Jury Trial scheduled for March 26, 2026.

James Normand had a Change of Plea; pleading 
Guilty to a charge of DUI (4+). In his elocution, he 
stated that while driving in Broadwater County, he had 
a blood alcohol content of over .08. A Pre-Sentence 
Investigation is ordered. Sentencing is September 19.

McKenna Nabor had a Suppression Hearing. Two 
deputies, Rauser and Grimsrud, stopped the vehicle 
because it was speeding, and it couldn’t seem to stay 
in its lane. Deputy Grimsrud noticed the open container 
in the vehicle. Judge Seeley said that she would take 
the evidence under advisement and make a ruling later.

Part 1: Four Day School 
Week Report

Alex Mitchell
Reporter for the Hechinger Report and Montana 
Free Press

This is Part 1 of a 2-part article regarding studies 
of the Four Day School Week being implemented in 
many school districts in Montana. The full article 
is available on the MT43News website at https://
mt43news.com

After years of putting it off, the Florence-Carlton school 
district in Ravalli County had to decide: Would it join 
the many smaller districts in the state with a four-day 
school week, or stick with a five-day schedule?

Until recently, some local education leaders thought 
the four-day week was a poor fit for the town of Flor-
ence. Staffing problems, including having to cut nine 
employees, the end of pandemic-era education funding, 
and the loss of 50 students this school year, however, 
put the district of about 730 students in a tight spot. 

Florence, a rural town in the southwestern part of 
the state 30 minutes from two districts that pay their 
teachers more, has dealt with staffing gaps that left 
positions nearly impossible to fill. Last school year, the 
high school principal ended up teaching some classes 
after a job posting for a math teacher received no ap-
plications for a semester and a science teacher left for 
a better-paying job nearby. A paraprofessional job has 
remained open the entire school year, Florence-Carlton 
Superintendent Todd Fiske said. A four-day school 
week might be a tool to recruit and retain staff, the 
school board reasoned, while offering families more 
time together. 

A community survey showed that of parents and 
community members who responded, 51% favored a 
shift to a four-day school week. The five-person board 
approved the model 3-to-1 in January, with one absten-
tion. Starting this fall, the school day will be lengthened 
by 45 minutes, and schools will be closed on Fridays. 

While most such shifts across other Montana districts 
have been made with little opposition, in Florence, 
pushback was fierce. 

There were standing-room-only public meetings 
with community members threatening not to support 
future budget levies. Parents filed two formal com-
plaints. One family sued. Some are transferring their 
children to districts miles away next year or will take 
on homeschooling out of concern their kids would 
otherwise fall behind.

Some board members were taken aback.
As more schools in Montana — 222 and counting 

— make the jump to four-day school weeks, childcare 
advocates are concerned about the condensed sched-
ule’s impact on families in a state that already has its 
fair share of struggles in terms of childcare access and 
affordability.

“Ninety-nine percent of the people in this room 
have not been to a meeting that I’ve seen,” board chair 
Matthew Roth, who voted against the change, told a 
crowded public meeting in March. “Only when this 
comes up, people are showing up.”

The rift in the community exposes a larger divide 
and uncertainty around the four-day school week, 
even as districts in Montana and across the country 
continue to march toward it. Nearly 40% of Montana 
districts have students attend school four days a week, 
and about 80% of the state’s counties have at least one 
school operating on that schedule. In 2022 and 2023, 32 
districts in the state adopted the model. Nationwide, the 
number of four-day districts in the U.S. is approaching 
900 in 26 states; the model picked up steam after the 
pandemic. Districts continue to consider it a solution for 
addressing staffing shortages and financial challenges. 

In Florence, parent Jason Breckenridge sued to stop 
the change, saying he was worried his kids would be 
“guinea pigs”. He felt the school district disregarded 
negative aspects of the shortened week. Virginia Mahn, 
a Florence-Carlton parent and graduate, brought a 
complaint against the school board, alleging district 
leaders failed to meet their required responsibility of 
ensuring a quality education. 

“The only things they showed as positives were 
anecdotal,” Mahn said. “It’d be an article from a su-
perintendent that was like, ‘This is great for us.’ OK, 
so where’s your data?”

Montana first allowed the four-day school week in 
2005, replacing a requirement for a 180-day school year 
with a 1,080-hour minimum to allow for “greater flex-
ibility in the school calendar.” A three-part study from 
the University of Montana painted a grim picture of 
the four-day school week’s outcomes for both students 
and their schools. 

Based on student testing data from 2008 to 2023, 
the study found that student learning suffered in the 
four-day school week. At the elementary level, reading 

School Week, 6
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proficiency was lower in the four-day districts by as 
much as 7 percentage points. For math proficiency, it 
was a difference of up to 14 percentage points. Including 
one-room schoolhouses, only 11 of the 141 four-day 
districts examined performed above the state averages 
or were improving academically. 

The Montana Office of Public Instruction commis-
sioned the study after the state saw a surge in four-day 
school weeks post-COVID and gave researchers access 
to data going back to when Montana schools first started 
making the switch. It’s not just Montana: Four-day 
school weeks are growing across the nation, as is other 
research that also shows negatives in academic outcomes. 

Staffing problems, a post-pandemic funding cliff 
and the loss of 50 students this school year put the 
Florence-Carlton school district of about 730 students 
in a tight spot, and it voted to adopt a shortened week. 
Credit: Sarah Mosquera / The Hechinger Report

“When I look at the news reporting and schools 
[that] are considering the four-day workweek, there 
are all these reasons, pros and cons,” said Bill McCaw, 
one of the authors of the study. “Student achievement is 
never part of the conversation. Daycare, convenience, 
longer vacation — all that’s being discussed. But not 
student achievement.”

The Montana researchers also compared costs of the 
four-day school week and found them to be higher, as 
teacher salaries and payments for other services, like 
transportation, often remain the same or rise. Teacher 
retention was also higher under the five-day model — the 
researchers did not speculate why, but the districts that 
offer four-day weeks tend to be smaller; larger districts 
may offer more opportunities and professional growth, 
even without a three-day weekend.

“Student achievement is never part of the conver-
sation. Daycare, convenience, longer vacation — all 
that’s being discussed. But not student achievement.”

Bill McCaw, study co-author:
The one clear positive for the four-day school week? 

Recruitment. When surveyed, more than 80% of new 
teachers preferred a shortened school week over a five-
day week. Montana has the highest percentage of rural 
schools of any state in the nation, at 75%, and the largest 
number of one-room schoolhouses. That translates to 
many small schools struggling to attract teachers.

The study wasn’t the first to show declining academic 
results in Montana. 
This article is republished courtesy of the Montana 
Free Press and the Hechinger Report.
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In Response to Cory Swanson

In response to the opinion piece “Life and Basketball” 
by former County Attorney Cory Swanson, I feel 
compelled to clarify several misleading statements.

My name is Jami Lawson. I am a third-grade teacher 
at Townsend Elementary and the wife of David Lawson, 
the former girls’ basketball coach. The petition for the 
recall election of school board trustee Chase Ragen, 
initiated by concerned members of our community, is 
based on a violation of the oath of office—specifically, 
the requirement that a trustee discharge their duties with 
fidelity—as well as official misconduct.

As an invested member of this community and, 
especially, as a school teacher, I am disappointed that 
Mr. Swanson did not do his homework before writing 
his recent letter to the editor regarding the recall petition 
against Trustee Chase Ragen. On a topic as serious as 
elected officials violating their oath of office and the 
ethical standards required of public servants, I had 
hoped for more due diligence and less surface-level 
commentary.

Mr. Swanson’s assertion that “you can’t recall an 
elected official just because you don’t like the decision 
he or she made” grossly oversimplifies the situation. 
The recall petition does not hinge on disagreement 
over a coaching decision—it stems from documented 
misconduct, violations of board policies, breaches of 
open meeting laws, and behavior that has raised con-
cerns among parents, staff, and community members 
alike. These are not “differences of opinion,” as Mr. 
Swanson suggests—they are legal and ethical failures 
that demand accountability.

He also states, “Love or hate the school board’s 
decision, a re-hiring of a basketball coach probably 
does not fall within the recall election criteria.” Again, 
this comment reflects a fundamental misunderstanding 
of the issue. The petition outlines clear and repeated 
violations that go far beyond a single personnel deci-
sion. To reduce it to that is dismissive of both the facts 
and the rights of the voters who signed it.

Mr. Swanson further writes, “Conflict begets con-
flict,” implying that raising concerns is the source of 
division. I respectfully disagree. Unchecked silence, 
not conflict, is what allows power to be misused. 
Remaining quiet when officials act inappropriately is 
not unity—it is complicity. Citizens have every right, 
and indeed a responsibility, to speak out when elected 
officials misuse their positions.

Finally, Mr. Swanson’s statement that “some people 
have made it their mission to sow discord” is not only 
disheartening—it’s insulting. Asking for ethical leadership 
and lawful conduct is not “sowing discord.” It is civic 
responsibility. To suggest that registered voters taking 
lawful steps to address misconduct are the problem is a 
dangerous message to send, especially in a community 
that values transparency and accountability.

As a teacher and a parent, I work hard to instill in 
both my students and my own children the importance 
of standing up for what is right—even when it’s difficult, 
and even when doing so might not bring the results 
you hope for right away. This recall petition may or 
may not reach the required number of signatures, but 
it will not be in vain. It has already begun to spread 
awareness, encourage civic engagement, and bring 
long-overdue misconduct to light. And really—who 
among us doesn’t want our community to be better 
informed? Who doesn’t want our elected officials, 
whether on the school board or in county leadership, 
to be held to standards of transparency, fairness, and 
service free from personal agendas?

This petition is neither political nor personal— it is 
a call for integrity. As someone who has observed the 
board meetings firsthand, I am deeply disappointed by 
Mr. Swanson’s decision to remain neutral rather than 
speak out against clear wrongdoing. Simply stating that 
“mistakes were made” is not enough. When elected of-
ficials violate policy, misuse their authority, or unfairly 
target individuals, accountability is not optional — it 
is essential.

I encourage anyone who has not yet watched the 
public meetings to do so. Let the facts speak for them-
selves. The truth is not a matter of opinion—it’s a 
matter of record.

Sincerely,

Jami Lawson
Townsend School District Employee, Townsend 

Resident
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Guest EditorialGuest Editorial
Guest Editorials reflect the views of the author 
and not MT43 NEWS

Grizzly Disposal Opposes 
Republic Services’ Attempt to 

Expand into East Helena 
Lyndsey Medsker
Grizzly Disposal

Grizzly Disposal & Recycling is urging the Montana 
Public Service Commission (PSC) to closely scrutinize 
Republic Services’ bid to acquire Tri-County Disposal’s 
operations in East Helena.

In a formal public comment, Grizzly outlined Re-
public’s history of consolidating Montana’s waste 
industry, eliminating competition, and raising prices for 
customers while reducing service quality. The company 
already controls multiple landfills and hauling operations 
across the state, and this latest acquisition would give 
them control of yet another critical disposal facility in 
a region with no competing private haulers.

Grizzly shared evidence of Republic’s 
anti-competitive practices in 
Missoula County, including:

•	 Refusing Grizzly access to the Missoula landfill, 
forcing 100 tons of waste per day on a 250-mile 
round-trip haul to East Helena at a cost of $65,000 
per month in fuel and maintenance.

•	 Predatory pricing tactics. Slashing rates for custom-
ers only when they attempt to switch to Grizzly, 
then raising prices once competition is eliminated.

•	 A federal antitrust complaint filed in 2023 alleging 
monopolistic behavior and retaliation.

“Every time Republic acquires a local hauler, Mon-
tanans lose choice, face higher rates, and get stuck with 
poor service,” Grizzly said in its filing. “The PSC has 
a duty to protect the public and ensure fair competi-
tion before allowing Republic to tighten its grip on 
Montana’s waste industry.”

Grizzly is calling on the PSC to investigate Republic’s 
practices thoroughly before deciding on the transfer of 
Tri-County’s certificate.

“Joy comes from being
able to appreciate
what you have, not

from acquiring more.”
~Marie Kondo

Broadwater County 
Commissioner's Agenda

Broadwater County Commissioners

515 Broadway, Townsend
Meetings are held at the Flynn Building 
on 416 Broadway St.

Current and previously recorded 
meetings, official agenda, and minutes 
may be viewed on the website at https://

www.broadwatercountymt.gov. 
Per Montana Code Annotated (MCA) 2-3-202, the agenda 

must include an item allowing public comment on any public 
matter that is not on the agenda of the meeting and that is 
within the jurisdiction of the agency conducting the meeting.

Public comments will be taken either in writing before 
the meeting or in person at the beginning of the meeting. 
Mail and items for discussion and/or signature may occur as 
time allows during the meeting. Issues and times are subject 
to change. Working meetings will be posted on the agenda 
and will not be recorded. 

OFFICIAL agendas are posted at least 48 hours in ad-
vance of the meeting in the Courthouse (1st-floor bulletin 
board), on our website at www.broadwatercountymt.gov, in 
the window of the Flynn Building, and in the local MT43 
Newspaper when possible to meet the publishing deadline.

Monday, July 28, 2025

10:00 AM	 	 Working meeting with Bill Jarocki, County 
Administrative Officer, CAO office, regarding projects and 
deadlines

Wednesday, July 30, 2025

10:00 AM	 Public comment on any subject not on the 
agenda, that the Commission has jurisdiction over

10:00 AM	 Public Hearing, boundary line adjustment 
between Broadwater County and Aaron Christensen

10:05 AM	  Discussion/Decision, boundary line adjustment 
between Broadwater County and Aaron Christensen

10:10 AM 	 Discussion/Decision, Nichole Brown, Com-
munity Development and Planning Director, Floodplain 
Permit Application for Old Town Bridge replacement

10:15 AM	 Discussion/Decision, Nichole Brown, Commu-
nity Development and Planning Director, McNeal Boundary 
Relocation Exemption Request; S21, T8N, R2E

10:20 AM	 Discussion/Decision, Nichole Brown, Com-
munity Development and Planning Director, Flanagan 
Boundary Relocation Exemption Request; S27, T8N, R1E

10:25 AM	 Discussion/Decision, Nichole Brown, Com-
munity Development and Planning Director, Logan Minor 
Subdivision; S21, T9N, R2E 

Thursday, July 31, 2025

2:00 PM	 Working meeting, CAO office, with MDT to 
discuss road easement in Westside Trails

The county strives to make the meeting available virtually 
but cannot guarantee access due to platform failure, internet 
interruptions, or other potential technological malfunctions

Items for Discussion / Action / Review / Signature 
– Consent Agenda

•	 Certificate of Survey review
•	 Management – on-going advisory board appointments, 

by-laws approval, interlocal agreements and non-financial 
contract renewals

•	 Claims/Payroll/minutes
•	 County Audit / Budget
•	 Mail – ongoing grants
•	 Correspondence – support letters
•	 Task Orders

Debi Randolph, Vice Chair		
(406) 266-9270 or (406) 980-2050	 drandolph@

broadwatercountymt.gov 

Jesse Swenson			 
(406) 266-9272 or (406) 980-1213	 jswenson@

broadwatercountymt.gov 

Lindsey Richtmyer, Chair		
(406) 266-9271 or (406) 521-0834	 lrichtmyer@

broadwatercountymt.gov 

E-mail:	 commissioners@broadwatercountymt.gov
Future Meetings will be held at the Flynn Building (416 

Broadway)
Please note: These meeting times/dates may change. 

Please check the county website.

•	 Trust Board Meeting on August 12th at 11:30 AM
•	 Planning Board Meeting on August 12th at 1:00 PM
•	 Solid Waste Board Meeting on August 12th at 6:00 

PM	
•	 Fair Board Meeting on August 14th at 5:15 PM 
•	 County Parks and Recreation Meeting on August 18th 

at 6:00 PM
•	 Three Forks Mosquito Board Meeting on August 19th 

at 3:30 PM
•	 Townsend Mosquito Board Meeting on August 19th at 

4:00 PM
•	 Noxious Weed Board Meeting on August 19th at 7:00 PM
•	 Airport Board Meeting on August 20th at 6:00 PM

The Commissioners may be attending these board meet-
ings (except the Planning Board)

Sign up to receive county text message notifications! Text 
BCNOTIFY to 91896 or visit broadwatercountymt.gov and 
click on the TextMyGov icon on the home page.
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The Betsy Sports Zone

217 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-0001 
Dining Hours:
Tue-Sun 11:00AM-Close  
Closed Monday
Takeout placed only in person.
Menu: 
www.betsysportszone.com

American Legion Hall

211 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-3611
Dining Hours:
Tuesday Bingo/ Bowl & a Roll 
5:00PM
SPECIAL Event with Food: 
Thursdays 4:30PM FREE 

Community Dinner
Bar hours may vary

Bread and Butter Cafe

205 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3025 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sat 7:00AM- 2:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Menu available on Facebook

Bunkhouse Bar & Grill

8846 US-287, Toston
(406) 266-5302 
SPECIAL:
N/A
Dining Hours:
10:00AM – Close
Grill off at 10:00PM

Commercial Bar

101 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-9956 
Dining Hours:
10:00AM - 2:00AM
Closed Thanksgiving & 
Christmas
Menu available on Facebook

Copy Cup

303 N Front St, Townsend   
(406) 980-8400
Please call in business hours.
Drinks and Pastry Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM  
Sat 8:30AM - 2:00PM
Closed Sunday

Deep Creek Pizza Co.

415 Broadway Ste 2, Townsend  
(406) 266-0002 
Dining Hours:
11:00AM - 8:00 PM 
Closed Sunday
Menu: 
deepcreekpizzaco.com
Accepting Orders Online

Fishtale Tavern

209 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-5582 
Dining Hours:
11:00AM - 11:00PM
Daily Specials:
Facebook
Bar hours may vary

Mint Cafe

305 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3867 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Wed 8:00AM - 2:00 PM,  
Thur - Fri 8:00AM - 8:00PM
Sat - Sun 7:00AM - 8:00PM
SPECIAL:
N/A

TB’s Diner

316 N Front St, Townsend, 
(406) 266-0099 
Dining Hours:
Mon- Sat 7:00AM - 8:00PM
Sunday 7:00AM - 7:00PM
Specials:
Facebook

C Hangin” C Mercantile 
& Creamery

310 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-9087 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:30AM - 7:00PM
Sat 8:00AM - 7:00PM
Sun 8:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu: 
Facebook
changincmerc.square.site

Canyon Ferry Brewing & 
Taproom

300 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 694-5687
Hours: 
Wed - Fri. 4:00PM - Close 
Sat and Sun 2:00PM - Close

Kick Start Nutrition

500 N Front St, Townsend 
(406) 266-0033 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM
Sat 9:00AM - 3:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Daily Specials:
Facebook & Instagram

Mountie Moose Bakery

109 Broadway, Townsend 
(406) 266-5800 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sat 7:00AM - 4:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Online Ordering:
Mountie-moose-bakery.square.
site

The Nook Coffeehouse

401 Broadway, Townsend 
(406) 490-8238 
Dining Hours:
Mon 7:00AM - 5:00PM
Tue - Thu 8:00AM - 5:00PM
Fri - Sun 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu:
FB @thenookcoffeehouse 
& readingleaves.net/
thenookcoffeehouse

Peking China

10 N Main St, Three Forks 
(406) 285-3225 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sun 11:30AM - 8:30PM
Menu:
Google

Dates and times may vary due to events, seasons or holidays.
Call the restaurant with any questions. Happy Dining!

LOCAL EATS IN AND AROUND BROADWATER COUNTYLOCAL EATS IN AND AROUND BROADWATER COUNTY

Rocky Mountain Supply Deli

7847 US Hwy 287, Townsend 
(406) 266-3456 
Hot & Cold To-Go Hours:
Mon-Fri6:00AM - 6:00PM
Menu:
Board Inside Store 
for Take-and Bake or 
Ready-to-Eat Pizza
Call Ahead or Order Inside

Full Belli Deli

209 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-5459 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sun 8:00AM - 7:00PM
OPEN 4th of JULY

Contact MT43 News to list your business NOW!
Monday - Friday 10:00AM - 2:00PM 

408 Broadway | 406.266.0086

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Contact MT43 News to list your business NOW!

Mon - Fri 10am- 2pm
408 Broadway | 406.266.0086

A+ STORAGEA+ STORAGE

406-266-5377, 406-580-5425406-266-5377, 406-580-5425

SEVERAL SIZES OF STORAGE UNITS
BOATS, RV's & TRAILER STORAGE

IN TOWNSEND, MT

SEVERAL SIZES OF STORAGE UNITS
BOATS, RV's & TRAILER STORAGE

IN TOWNSEND, MT

WE ARE AVAILABLE WHEN
YOU NEED US!

WE ARE AVAILABLE WHEN
YOU NEED US!

DD Custom Flatbed Dealer
Laser Cut Parts Fabrication
Machining Hydraulics

406-449-3464 | Townsend - Helena

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

LEYLAND INSURANCE
Call me with any Medicare questions!Call me with any Medicare questions!

Turning 65 soon?Turning 65 soon?
BSE Excavating
7200 Hwy 287, Townsend, MT

Brandon Bakken
Shane Tew
p - (406)266-3772
c - (406)980-1100

BARRETT’S
MASONRY LLC

(406) 214-9981
Brick, Block, Stone, Tile

No job too small!

308 N Front St, Townsend, MT
406-266-0080

Mon - Fri 7:30 - 6:00pm
Saturday 9:00 - 4:00 

Sunday 9:00 - 3:00

Metered Propane

Budget Billing

Lease Tanks

Service Department

Metered Propane
Budget Billing

Lease Tanks
Service Department

7812 US-287

Townsend, MT 
406-266-4278

7812 US-287
Townsend, MT 
406-266-4278
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Elkhorn Community Fellowship
126 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Eric Crusch (406) 949-0183
Sunday: 11:00am- Services
Wednesday: 4:00 - 5:30pm Team KID for K - 5th Grades  
| 6:00 - 7:30pm Youth Group for 6 - 12th Grades
 
Faith Baptist Church
5 Jack Farm Rd. Townsend
Pastor Mike Wenzel (406) 266-4219
Sunday: 10:00am Sunday School | 11:00am Morning 
Service | 6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday: 7:00pm Bible Study & Prayer

Holy Cross Catholic Church
101 S Walnut St. Townsend
Parish Contact (406) 266-4811
email: office@holycrossmt.org
Sunday: 3:30pm - 4:15pm (or by appt.) Reconciliation | 
4:30pm- Mass | 5:30pm (during the school year) Dinner 
with 6:00pm Religious Ed for all Grades
Adult Education Programs found on  holycrossmt.org
Monday: 9:00am Mass |  9:30am Adoration
Tuesday: 9:00am Mass

Mountain Valley Church (of the CMA)
110 E Street Townsend
Pastor Eric Krueger (406) 465-5895
MountainValleyChurch.org
Sunday: 10:00am Services with Nursery, Kids and Youth 
Ministry
Last Thursday of the month: 6:30- 8:00pm The Rock 
Youth Ministry: K-3rd Grades and 4th-Senior High | 
Parent Bible Study
Livestream:  Facebook.com/mountainValleyChurch406
Life groups meet weekly. Call for more information.

Radersburg Baptist Church
7 Main St. Radersburg
Special Service Pastors
Sunday: 9:45am Sunday School | 11:00am Worship

Set Free Christian Fellowship
318 Broadway St. Townsend; PO Box 1163

Pastor Carol Bergstad (406) 461-2181
Sunday: 9:30am Service | 7:00pm Set Free Recovery
Thursday: 7:00pm Bible Study

Seventh Day Adventist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Ney Khut (269)-362-5768
Saturday: 9:30 Service | 10:30am Bible Study

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church ELCA 
Synod
301 N Cherry St. Townsend
Steve Ward, Synod authorized minister (406) 220-8911
Office hours Mon & Wed 9 am to noon
Council President Rick Arnold (406) 633-2677
Sunday: 9:30am Services
Second Tuesday of the month: 4:00pm Women of the 
ELCA meet.
Bible Studies meet weekly. Call for more information.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
916 Broadway St. Townsend
Bishop Matt Graham (406) 266-4255
Sunday: 8:30am Choir Practice | 9:30am Sacrament 
Meeting | 10:40am Sunday School
Wednesday: 6:00 -  9:00pm Family History Center Open 
For Family History Center appointment call Director, 
Rebecca Mitchell, (406) 980-0270
Wednesday: 6:30pm Youth Activities

Townsend United Methodist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Mele Moa (406) 266-3390
TownsendUMC.org
Sunday: 9:00am Services

Trailhead Christian Fellowship
20 Trailhead View Dr. (5 mi. north of Townsend)
Pastor Clay Muinzer (406) 266-4406
Sunday: 9:00am Sunday School and Christian Education 
| 10:00am Services
Wednesday: 4:25 - 5:50pm Awana Program for K- 6th 
Grades | 6:15 - 8:00pm Youth Group for 7th–12th Grades

Sr. Center Meals: 
July 28 - August 1

516 2nd Street, 
Townsend, MT 
406-266-3995

Monday, July 28
Montana Pasties
Broccoli & Cauliflower
Tossed Salad with 	

	 Beans
Apricots
Dessert

Tuesday, July 29
BBQ Pork Ribs
Macaroni Salad
Sweet Corn
Pickled Beets
Whole Grain Bread

Baked Apples

Wednesday, July 30
Hamburger on a Bun
Carrot Coins
Pea Salad
Mandarin Oranges

Thursday, July 31
Turkey ALA King
Steamed Potatoes
Key Largo Vegetables
Whole Grain Bread
Golden Pears

Friday, August 1
Chicken Fried Steak
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Whole Grain Bread
Sweet Peaches

At MT43 News Office
408 Broadway St, Townsend, MT

Mon - Fri 10:00 – 2:00pm

Notary Service AvailableNotary Service Available

Or by Appointment
Contact: Brenda Phillips

406-231-9752

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

Our WalkOur Walk
In FaithIn Faith

Why Must Our Town Get Bigger?
Have you tried to walk across Broadway lately? We 
have “TRAFFIC”, and it’s not good! If I wanted to live 
in a city, I would have moved to one. Everyone always 
says, “Progress is good”. Fine, in some things. I like 
the thought of electric lights and being able to have a 
cold beverage now and then. These are modern ideas 
I’m fine with; even the new-fangled motor cars aren’t 
too bad. Except when they are everywhere!

I love that Townsend has several unique stores and 
many types of businesses. This is a great thing. What I 
wonder about is when we have a great “helpful” store 
that benefits most everybody, why in God’s name does 
it get sold out from under the local folks who own and 
run it? Strangely enough, the land it is on is going to be 
bought, and the building probably destroyed. All in the 
name of “Progress?” The word "speculators" sounds 
familiar! Tearing down a building or clearing a town 
lot for someone who might want to build something 
on it someday…maybe! But of course, that old build-
ing couldn’t be of any use to the people in Townsend, 
could it? 

How about the other small shops that are always 
being treated like “musical chairs” and being shoved 
out of the way for people who speculate on maybe 
somebody, someday wanting to build something big-
ger! Or more modern, more “stylish?” Oh yes, we need 
more bars and gambling houses, or large community 
centers/coffee shops. 

About 6 years ago, there were several small shops 
that made Townsend, MT a tourist destination. On 
weekends, folks from all over would come to our 
small town to shop. They would be walking around in 
“gaggles”. Good fun was had by all. 

Now we have restaurants that aren’t open during 
mid-week business hours. Too much “drama” with 
workers and employers! Lack of workers who actually 
want to work! What a concept.

Even when I wasn’t running my bookstore, I loved 
walking around town. Talking with locals, buying 
the naughty chocolate goodies that I’m not supposed 
to eat anymore. I understand stores being closed on 
Monday. I used to do that. Got to have at least one day 
to go to town. 

Even the “clothing” stores are changing shops like 
they have to move anytime the music stops. Let’s get 
back to being a weekend destination for folks who like 
the idea of a small Montana town with personality. 

How many storefronts are closed up on Broadway 
for one reason or another? Or for sale on speculation. 

Please think before you buy up or close down busi-
nesses here! We, who have been here for years, like 
this small, wonderful town.

MSU Offers Culinary 
Certificate    

Meredith Allen
MSU Hospitality Program Manager

Nearly 14 million people visited Montana in 2024. They 
spent $5 billion exploring national parks, riding through 
dude ranches and sampling menus at mountaintop resorts. 

Starting in August, Gallatin College - Montana State 
University will train students to house, guide and feed 
the state’s tourists and other travelers with a one-year 
hospitality certificate. The certificate provides baseline 
knowledge of business communication, culinary arts, 
hotel management and more, said program manager 
Meredith Allen. 

The program received $1 million in funding from 
the Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation, which also 
supported plans to construct a new Gallatin College 
MSU building on the MSU campus.

Program manager Meridith Allen explained the 
program will train students to house, guide and feed 
the state’s tourists and other travelers with a one-year 
hospitality certificate. The certificate provides baseline 
knowledge of business communication, culinary arts, 
hotel management and more, Allen explained. 

The hospitality program is a collaborative effort 
between Gallatin College MSU, the Jake Jabs College 
of Business and Entrepreneurship and the College of 
Education, Health and Human Development. Gallatin 
College-MSU students in hospitality or culinary arts 
programs will take classes alongside MSU students and 
can count their credits toward a four-year hospitality 
management degree, with options in 

Students can work for Montana organizations through 
the program’s internship requirement, which is com-
pleted as a semester-long course. Allen said it will be 
much easier for students to integrate with a team after 
graduation “if they’re speaking the same language 
from day one.”

Communication between staff members and upper 
management is a central component of the program’s 
courses, such as the hospitality supervision and customer 
service class taught by Celeste Carducci, an adjunct 
professor in the College of Education, Health and Hu-
man Development. A 35-year veteran in the hospitality 
field, she worked for Marriott Hotels in Washington, 
D.C. She has instructed the class for two years at MSU 
and said she is excited to share her love of the industry 
with incoming Gallatin College and MSU students. If 
students are interested in joining this program, contact 
Meredith Allen at (406) 994-5536.

Event Planning Internship 
Open to College Students

Keni Reese
Montana Stock Growers Communications Director

The Montana Stockgrowers Association (MSGA) is 
encouraging students to apply for its 2025 Annual 
Convention and Trade Show internship program. 

Applications are due September 15, and the 
internship will take place December 8, 2025 – December 
13, 2025, in Billings, Montana. 

The MSGA Annual Convention Internship pro-
gram allows students to gain practical experience in 
association event planning, policy development, and 
social media production. Multiple internship roles are 
available, offering exposure to each of these key areas.

The Annual Convention and Trade Show is one of 
two annual gatherings, bringing together members to 
shape organizational policy and educational programs. 
Highlights include an industry trade show, policy meet-
ings, keynote speakers, and networking opportunities. 

Successful applicants must meet 
the following requirements:

•	 Applicants must have at least a 2.5 GPA
•	 Applicants should be a college sophomore, junior 

or senior
•	 Should be working toward a degree in public policy, 

agriculture or event management
•	 Should have excellent communication skills
•	 Must be a US resident and must be available to 

work the entire length of the Montana Stockgrow-
ers Association Annual Convention, December 
8th – 13th in Billings. 

Interns will receive lodging during the duration 
of the internship and a stipend to assist with travel. 
Selected applicants will be notified by October 1, 2025. 
To apply, visit www.mtbeef.org or contact the MSGA 
office at (406) 442-3420.
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ObituaryObituary
Alvin “Neil” Shaffer

Family of Alvin “Neil” Shaffer

Alvin “Neil” Shaffer, age 86 of Townsend 
October 24, 1938 – July 9, 2025

Neil Shaffer, 86, left this world on July 9, 2025, to be 
reunited with the love of his life, Barbara. A memorial 
service will be on July 28th at 11 a.m. at the United 
Methodist Church in Townsend, MT.

Alvin Neil (A. Neil) Shaffer was born in Maddock, 
ND, on Oct. 24th, 1938, to J.A.M. (Alvin) Shaffer and 
Jean (Milne) Shaffer in a hospital run by his paternal 
grandmother. He was the second child and only son of 
their six children.

Neil gained local newspaper fame when he fell into a 
well on the family farm, and so began his life of various 
accidents that bruised him but never slowed him down.

Winters in ND were severe and there were no buses 
when he attended school. To ensure they could get to 
school, Neil and his two sisters stayed in town with 
their grandparents during the school week.  He always 
spoke fondly of them.

Neil was baptized and confirmed in the North 
Viking Lutheran Church. He graduated high school 
from B.C.A.T.S. in Maddock in 1957. Then he attended 
college at North Dakota State School of Science in 
Wahpeton, ND, graduating with a major in Electronics.

Collins Radio hired Neil at the end of his education, 
so off to Cedar Rapids, IA, he moved. During the time 
there, he built the radios for NASA space rockets of the 
1960s and 70s. He was proud to say he built the radios 
for Neil Armstrong’s moon landing on Apollo 11.

For Neil, the greatest achievement of his life was 
meeting and winning the heart of Barbara Fiet. Neil 
and Barb were married on January 6, 1962, in Waukon, 
IA. With this ideal union, Neil’s family expanded with 
Barb’s parents, brother and three sisters.  Barb passed 
away in 2005 and Neil missed her every day since.

Neil enlisted in the Air Force in the spring of 1962. 
He was stationed in Biloxi, MS, and later Minot, ND, 
where he worked on radios for the planes. Upon discharge, 

Alvin “Neil” Shaffer
Photo Provided by Family of Alvin “Neil” Shaffer

he returned to Collins Radio, where they had reserved 
his position and welcomed him back.

Neil loved camping, swimming, water skiing, scuba 
diving, hunting, tennis and other sports. On weekdays, 
you could often find him water skiing after work until 
dark. On the weekends, he was on the lake.

In June 1976, Neil and Barb bought the Coast-to-
Coast hardware store in Townsend. Neil tried his best 
to meet his customers' needs and was known for saying, 
“If we don’t have it, I can order it”. After several years, 
they sold the store and opened Big Sky Electronics & 
Floral in the building next door. He installed numerous 
DISH TV systems in the tri-county area.

Neil was deeply involved in the community. He was 
a charter member and past president of the Lions Club, 
past president of the Rod and Gun Club, a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce, and a supporter of the local 
fair and rodeo. He participated in the businessmen’s 
rodeo, donated saddles, and frequently purchased 4-H 
animals.

Generosity defined Neil. He gave freely of his time 
and resources, often selling items at cost or donating 
them outright. You could regularly find him at the Mint, 
the Horseshoe, or the “donut shop” having coffee with 
friends, and he insisted on buying. He was especially 
generous with his nieces and nephews. You could often 
see a nephew pulling cable on a satellite install, or a 
niece riding a horse with him. While he rewarded them 
with money for work done, the greatest gifts he gave 
were his time, love, and unwavering acceptance. He 
will be greatly missed by all.

He is survived by his sisters: Bonnie Schulz of 
Lakeland MN, Judy (Larry) Wright of Townsend MT, 
Shelley (Marty) Gustafson of Kasson MN, and Brenda 
(Marc) Rogelstad of Boardman OR; nieces and nephews: 
Alan (Stephanie) Everson, Kurt (Laura) Schulz, Kim 
(Patrick) Weston, James (Mellisa) Wright, Michael (An-
nette) Wright, Matthew (Tia) Wright, Stephen (Alyssa) 
Wright, Jessica Gustafson, Ken (Katelyn) Gustafson, 
Jeremy Gustafson, Adam (Erica) Rogelstad, Heather 
(Josh) Kegler, and Cassandra (David) Clayton; In-laws: 
Lorraine Ruddish, David Fiet, Janice (Marvin) Smith, 
and Marie (Larry) Johnston; along with numerous 
great-nieces and nephews.

Neil was preceded in death by his wife Barb; parents 
Alvin and Jean Shaffer; sister Darlene Everson; parents-
in-law Delbert and Dorothy Fiet; brothers-in-law Bob 
Everson, Jim Schulz, Frank Ruddish; sister-in-law 
Greta Fiet; and niece Kristen Schulz.

Interment will be next summer at Greenwood Cem-
etery in Maddock, ND, where he will once again be 
beside his beloved Barb.

The family requests memorials be made to Fort 
Harrison VA Medical Center, 3687 Veterans Drive, 
Administration Building 141, Fort Harrison, MT 59636 
or the American Legion Broadwater Post #42, PO Box 
913, Townsend, MT 59644.

Service scheduled with a Celebration of His Life at 
11:00 am, Monday, July 28, 2025, at United Method-
ist Church, 200 N Cedar Street, Townsend, Montana 
59644. Reception at the Methodist Church will follow 
the Memorial Service.

Weed of the Month: 
Common Tansy 

Allison Kosto
MSU Broadwater County Extension 
Agent

This weed of the month 
has a long history of medicinal use, 
until it became a major problem along 
roads, pastures and disturbed areas.  

This weed is Common Tansy.

Description & Habitat

A native of Europe, common tansy, was introduced to 
North America for use as a folk remedy and ornamental 
plant. History of this plant dates back to the colonial 
herb gardens in the 1600s. It was first documented in 
Montana in 1931 in Madison County. It can now be 
found throughout Montana, including Broadwater.

It’s fairly easy to identify with its yellow button-like 
flower heads. They form dense, flat-topped clusters 
at the ends of the stems. It is a perennial that can 
grow up to five feet tall. In a mature plant, leaves 
have a fern-like appearance that produces a strong 
odor. The stems and flowers grow in clusters, giving 
it a bush-like appearance. It’s a later-flowering plant 
occurring from July to October. It spreads both by 
seeds and rhizomes (creeping roots). The plant has 
a shallow root system that is very competitive with 
other plants for water and nutrients.

Common tansy contains alkaloids that are toxic 
to both humans and livestock in large quantities. 
However, livestock poisoning is rare because it is 
unpalatable and unappealing to them. Toxicity to 
humans typically happens through long-term use. 
There have been reports of illness associated with 
handpulling the plant by absorbing toxins through the 
skin. Additionally, common tansy can reduce forage 
for livestock and wildlife and reduce plant diversity. 

Management
Common tansy is a Montana Noxious Weed, which 
means you are required to control it if it’s on your 
property. You can play a role in reducing the spread 
of seeds. Do not drive or walk in heavily infested 
areas if possible. Wash vehicles, ATVs and equipment 
before going home. Purchase only certified noxious 
weed seed-free hay.

Because of its rhizomatous root system, mowing 
or hand-pulling is marginally effective. Mow during 
bud stage for best results. Wear gloves and protective 
clothing when pulling to prevent absorbing toxins 
through the skin. The plant is unpalatable to cattle. 
Some research suggests that sheep can be effective if 
used season-long, but long-term effects of the sheep’s 
health need to be studied further. There are currently 
no biological control agents for Common Tansy.

Use of chemicals can be effective, especially in 
an integrated pest management system. Commonly 
used chemicals include Chaparral, Cimarron, Escort, 
Telar and Tordon (restricted use). Always read and 
follow the entire label when applying herbicides. 
Common chemical names are used for clarity but 
does not imply endorsement of a product or brand.

For assistance with weed identification and control, 
contact the MSU Extension Office in Broadwater 
County at 406-266-9242 or allison.kosto@montana.
edu.  

Broadwater County has a cost-share program 
for controlling noxious weeds, including dalmatian 
toadflax. For more information, contact the Broadwater 
County Weed District at 406-266-9243.

Common Tansy
Photo Credit: Matt Lavin

Jacob Olness
Montana Free Press

Montana still has more cows than people, 
but the cows’ lead is narrowing.

In Petroleum County, there are 62 cows 
per person.

Montana’s famous cow-to-person ratio 
has narrowed a bit. U.S. Department of 
Agriculture data from early 2024 shows 2.12 
million cattle roaming the state alongside 
1.14 million people. That’s still nearly two 
cows for every Montanan, but it’s down from 
the more dramatic ratios of years past. As 
recently as 2022, the ratio was more than 
two cows per person.

Of course, the statewide number only 
tells part of the story. Drive through rural 
Petroleum County in the central part of Montana and 
you’ll encounter one of the most lopsided landscapes in 
America: 525 people sharing space with more than 32,000 
cattle, working out to 62 cows per person. Neighboring 
Garfield County runs a close second at 59:1, while Pow-
der River County in the southeastern corner of the state 
clocks in at 50:1.

Compare that to urban strongholds like Missoula County, 
where humans outnumber cattle 15:1. In Yellowstone 
County around Billings, people hold a 2.5-to-1 advantage 
— making it the lone eastern county where humans have 
the numerical advantage. Then there’s Mineral County 
in heavily forested northwestern Montana, an outlier that 
doesn’t fit the rural mold. Despite its smaller population, 

Montana Still Has More Cows Than People, 
but the Cows’ Lead is Narrowing

cattle numbers have dropped from 400 to 300 head, giving 
it the state’s most human-heavy ratio at 17:1.

The raw numbers tell their own story, too. Beaverhead 
County, around Dillon, leads the herd with 110,000 cattle, 
while Fergus (Lewistown) and Big Horn (Hardin) each 
top 90,000. Custer County, home to the livestock hub 
of Miles City, maintains 86,000 cows among its 12,000 
residents — a solid 7:1 ratio that somehow feels modest 
compared to those eastern plains where cattle still rule 
by margins of 50 or 60 to 1.

This article by Jacob Olness was originally published in 
the Montana Free Press on July 18, 2025. It is republished 
here courtesy of the Montana Free Press.

A version of this story was originally published in the 
MT Lowdown.
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Like and follow us on Facebook!

Visit MT43News.com
Look for local updates and even a few

newsworthy items that didn’t make print!

Visit MT43News.com
Look for local updates and even a few

newsworthy items that didn’t make print!

DID YOU KNOW...DID YOU KNOW...
MT43News keeps you updated

between printed editions?! 
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Canton Church: Butte Copper 
Kings and Broadwater County

Victor Sample

Join us at the Canton Church on July 25 
for an entertaining look at Broadwater 
County and the county's ties to the famed 
Butte Copper Kings. Mostly fact and some 
fun speculation will make the presentation interesting.

Broadwater County was created in 1897 from parts 
of Meagher County, Jefferson County, Lewis and Clark 
County and Gallatin County. Although a new county, 
Broadwater played an important part in one of the most 
infamous events in Montana History.

Come to the Canton Church to learn about Townsend 
resident A.E. Spriggs – political mastermind – and how he 
brought about the creation of Broadwater County, AND 
his connection to William A Clark.

William A Clark is one of the “Butte Copper Kings” 
who made an incredible fortune from the Butte copper 
mines.  The Wall Street Journal stated that William A Clark 
was arguably the wealthiest man in the United States.

Learn about William A Clark and the scandalous 1900 
Montana US Senate race and how prominent Broadwater 
County residents were involved.

A.E. Spriggs
Photo Credit: The 

Broadwater Bygones
William A Clark

Photo Credit: Unknown

Donna Stanfil
Dee-O-Gee’s Event Coordinator

When: August 30th 2025,12:00- 6:00 
Where: Missouri River Brewing, 451 Spencer Ct, 
East Helena, MT 59635
What: On August 30th, Dee-O-Gee of Helena is 
hosting the first annual Missouri Rover Take Over 
at Missouri River Brewing. What does that mean? 
It means Missouri River Brewing is going to the 
dogs … and their owners, of course. 

Dee-O-Gee has invited our brand reps, the local 
shelters and rescues, along with our animal-loving 
community to join us for some fun in the sun. 

We have shelters, rescues, treat dealers, trainers, 
groomers, shed hunters and many local businesses 
coming to set up as one of our 40-plus vendors 
attending this event. 

With live music and a delicious cold beverage, 

what better way could we spend a Montana sum-
mer day? This is 100% not for profit. Dee-O-Gee 
is donating 100% of the profit after cost to two 
deserving organizations. One that gives back to the 
animals ie: a shelter or rescue, and one that uses 
animals to give back to our community ie: 4H, ITA, 
Dog Tag Buddies, something along those lines. 

We will decide who the recipients are on the day 
of the event. Those who would like to be considered 
wrote to us requesting to be considered and will 
be in attendance as vendors at our August event. 
Dee-O-Gee is working to build a community of 
networking and knowledge for pet owners and 
business owners alike. 

If you would like more information or even to 
attend, please reach out to Donna Stanfil, Dee-O-
Gee’s event coordinator, at 

Donna.Helenadeeogee@gmail.com or call 
406-438-7262.

Missouri Rover Take Over
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1902

Local News
W.K. Mayne, departed for Hunters Hot Springs Tuesday 
evening, where he will remain for a week at least. He 
goes to try the healing properties of the waters of that 
place for rheumatism.

I. Erickson, of White Sulphur Springs who was ar-
rested by Mrs. Ramspeck for the unlawful possession 
of a horse, was liberated and went on his way, rejoicing, 
toward home last Sunday morning. From what we can 
learn about the case, it was not properly brought, and 
therefore the advantage lay with defendant. 

Martin Peterson, of Deep Creek, who was in town 
Tuesday, claims to have caught the largest fish ever 
hooked in that stream. In telling of his catch, he stated 
that the fish was a fine species of whitefish measuring 
15 ½ inches in length and 7 ½ inches in circumference 
and weighing two pounds. He also caught a large 
number of speckled beauties, including one trout which 
measured 15 inches.

1941

Local News

Mrs. D.L. Hollaway and little daughter, Trenna Lee, 
stopped briefly in Townsend from Boulder yesterday 
afternoon. They were on a short vacation tour of Yel-
lowstone Park and the Cook City Highway.

L.M. Cooley returned Tuesday morning from Como, 
Colorado.

The three Townsend girls, Margaret Williams, Peggy 
Pennell and Peggy Peterson, who attended the Camp 
Fire Girls camp at Lake Ellen, have returned home. 
Mrs. W.A. Pennell and Mrs. Eunice Williams went 
for them Monday.

1958

Local News
Mr. and Mrs. Shirley Van Voast and Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Mongrain spent the weekend at Seeley Lake 
picking huckleberries. The Mongrains accompanied 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Gill back over there Monday, so it 
must have been a very successful trip.

Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Holling and family visited 
in Bozeman Sunday afternoon with Mrs. Holling’s 
grandmother, Mrs. Edna Fields.

Earl Fryhling and daughter, Janet, were in Great 
Falls on business Tuesday.

Marnie Lanning, who had an appendectomy in the 
Broadwater Hospital Tuesday, is progressing real well.

Mrs. George Lots and Mrs. Walter Ragen drove 

to Great Falls Tuesday to meet Marcia Lots, who has 
been visiting friends at Wolf Point.

Pvt. Wally Rauser is spending a two-week furlough 
with his wife and parents. He is stationed at Ft. Ord, 
California.

1975

“Toston-South of Townsend-Crow Creek” News
Mrs. Boyd Cazier, Craig and Steven visited with Karen 
Cazier in Salt Lake City last weekend and with relatives 
in Ogden, Utah.

Barbara and Jean Berberet were home for the week-
end to visit their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Berberet.

Sylvia, the hog owned by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Olsen, 
has made the papers again. This time in the magazine 
section of the Seattle P.I.

Mr. and Mrs. Doyle Miller of Clyde Park visited 
relatives for a few days this week.

Mrs. W.D. Williams and Mrs. Dietz Davis went to 
Seeley Lake Thursday to visit their mother, Mrs. Oscar 
Nilson, and Mr. and Mrs. Bob Seaman.

Mrs. Lawrence Hillyer and two children of San 
Diego, California and Mrs. Lawrence Broadwater of 
Helena Valley visited Mr. and Mrs. John Williams, Tom 
and W.D. Williams last Thursday.

Minnie Heisey of Helena visited with Mr. and Mrs. 
Ben Webb on Friday.

Tickets Available!
Tour starts July 26th!
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Close to Home
Brenda Phillips

There are so many things to do within a 
short drive from Townsend. We started 
our trip with a late afternoon dinner at 
the Peking China Restaurant in Three 
Forks. Did you know there was a Chinese place in Three 
Forks? The restaurant is in the old train station building 
across the street from the Sacagawea Hotel. It's a nice, 
quiet, clean, smaller restaurant. The food is very good and 
has generous portions. The Chinese family that runs the 
restaurant is very cordial and attentive to their customers. 
We’ve been to restaurants where they take your order 
and bring the food to you with no other interaction. This 
family takes care of you, and the food arrives quickly and 
hot. We saw several customers getting take-out orders, 
so that is also available. We will go eat with them again, 
and you should try it, too.

After dinner, we attended the Missouri Headwater 
State Park Speaker Series, which I wrote about last week. 
We drove through the campground. It has nice camping 
spots along the river, but you can’t see the river through 
the overgrowth of vegetation. We drove through the park 
toward the confluence of the Madison and Jefferson rivers 
that form the Missouri. There are a lot of trailheads in the 
park. This is great if you are a hiker. There are several nice 
day-use areas for picnics with signage to tell the history of 

Road Trip Around MontanaRoad Trip Around Montana

Toston Dam
Photo Credit: Brenda Phillips

A yummy dinner at Peking China Restaurant in Three Forks
Photo Credit: Brenda Phillips

this area. We like Montana history and there is something 
about this area that touches a person’s soul. The fact that 
three rivers from different areas in Montana converge to 
form one stronger river, the Missouri, then travel 2,300 
miles to meet the Mississippi River, is a metaphor for how 
we touch, strengthen and influence those around us, and 
we can work together for a greater cause!

I am from Great Falls, so the dams are a big part of 
the local scenery. We decided to drive up to Toston Dam. 
It was a nice ride up the Missouri River Valley. When 
you drive the highway to Three Forks, you notice all the 

farm fields and forget that the Mighty Mo is over on the 
left somewhere. The Toston dam is a diversion dam to 
get irrigation water to the fields. I was surprised to see 
that some of the irrigation canal was cement – probably 
because the canal runs higher in elevation than the river. 
There isn’t a large lake behind the dam like at Canyon 
Ferry. There are several boat launch areas up that canyon, 
but they are for canoes, rafts and drift boats because the 
river is a lot shallower than what I was used to in Great 
Falls. I can only imagine what the Missouri is like 2300 
miles downstream where it joins the Mississippi River.


