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Gentlemen... Your

Incredible
Amazing&

Better
Half

Has Been

Cooking, 
Hosting, 

Cleaning & 
Decorating

Since October...
Maybe it’s time to finish 

that bathroom remodel...

(If this doesn’t make sense, drop in 
and ask DeLayna. She’ll help you 

understand...)

Nancy Marks

  Public Comment Still Open for He-
licopter Aerial Gunnery Training in 
Limestone Hills

  Residents who live in the subdivisions 
on the west side of the Missouri River 
still have until January 13 to comment 
or ask questions about the proposed use 
of the Limestone Hills for helicopter 
aerial gunnery practice. Th e comment 
period is open to all Broadwater County 
residents.

  In a story in the January 1 Independent 

  Record, the move 
would allow helicopters 
to fl y 200 miles from 
Malmstrom Air Force 
base in Great Falls to 
use the area for practice. 
Th e helicopters would 
be limited to two-three 
hours per day during 
a 140-day period each 
year to practice. Local 
pilots will not be al-
lowed to use the airspace 
over the Limestone Hills 

area during the practice sessions.

  Th e Assessment and public comment 
period has been listed in the legal sec-
tions of the Independent Record and the 
Broadwater County News. Copies of the 
assessment are on fi le at the local library. 
Th e Montana pilots Association chair-
man Michael Vivion said the assessment 
was not well researched, according to 
the article. 

  For those residents who would like to 
comment or ask further questions send 
an email to 341CES.CEIE.NEPA-Work-
Flow@us.af.mil or write Katie Rediske, 
39 78th St., North, Malmstrom AFB, MT  
59402

PUBLIC COMMENT OPEN ON AERIAL 
GUNNERY TRAINING

Entrance to Montana National Guard Firing Range looking East

Montana National Guard Firing Range area on Old Woman’s Grave Rd.
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“WELL TRAVELED” BY 
JEN DELUCA

Rachael Elliott-Brug, Reading Leaves

  If you are looking for a feel-good romantic read 
with some “New Year, New You” vibes, “Well 
Traveled” is the book for you!

  Louisa “LuLu” is a hard-working, under-ap-
preciated attorney in a large successful law fi rm. 
She pours everything she has into her job for 
the coveted partner position and is continually 
passed over. 

  While out gathering information for a big case, 
she takes a break to check out a Renaissance 
Faire passing through the area. Phone call aft er 
phone call from the offi  ce pile on to her already 
over-the-top stress load and she hits her breaking 
point; quitting in spectacular fashion and having 
a panic-fueled breakdown in the middle of the 
faire. 

  New friends help her calm down and a call 
from her favorite cousin sets her on a path she 
had never imagined for herself. Cut off  from 
everything, she travels with her new Renaissance 
friends and their band from faire to faire. 

  In this simpler existence, LuLu discovers how to 
use her corporate talents in new ways. She also 
comes around to appreciate her granny’s view of 
men in kilts, which had previously baffl  ed her. 

  Dax is a notorious playboy who plays in the 
band. Lulu knows he’s not relationship mate-
rial, but still can’t resist the pull between them. 
When the end of her time traveling with the 
band draws near, Lulu must decide what her true 
calling in life really is, and how to achieve her 
dreams without breaking her own heart.

  “Well Traveled” is the perfect romantic read 
with a renaissance fl air. It is both an Indie Next 
pick for December and a LibraryReads pick. Jen 
Deluca has also written “Well Matched”, “Well 
Met”, and “Well Played” a series inspired by her 
time volunteering as a pub wench with her local 
Renaissance Faire. 

BetweenBetween
the Pagesthe Pages

BetweenBetween
the Pagesthe Pages

Flying Rancho Flying Rancho 
JerkeyJerkey

Eileen Clarke - 
Rifl es and Recipes

For 1 pound of any red meat, sliced;

   Ah, so easy.  Open a packet of ranch dressing mix, add two little spices and sprinkle it on the 
meat. Th is recipe is in the waterfowl section in my jerky cookbook, but I have also made venison 
(deer, elk etc) do the fl ying rancho jerky—with the same recipe--and it was delicious. FYI, my 
book “Stalking the Wild Jerky” has 103 jerky recipes for everything we hunt as well as every taste 
profi le you can imagine. In fact, if you prefer your Ranch dressing without the Tex-Mex touch, 
check out the Ranch Jerky in the white meat section of my book. It’s also a winner and works 
with both wild turkey and pig meat. And it’s also very very easy.

Ingredients
1 pound venison, goose/duck meat, sliced 1/8 to 1/4 inch 
thick
1 packet Ranch dressing mix (1.12 ounces of dry seasoning)
¼ cup ground cumin
¼ cup chili powder

Preparation
1. No need to pat the sliced red meat dry with paper towels; the moisture on the surface will 
help spread the spices. Measure the spices into a small bowl--or a (clean) old spice bottle 
with a shaker top. Spread the meat out on a cutting board or dinner plate in a single layer, 
and sprinkle half the spice mix on top, then turn the meat slices and sprinkle the rest on the 
other side.  
2. Press the dry rub into the meat, then stack the slices so the spices contact every surface, 
and drop the stack into a resealable plastic bag. Seal the bag and refrigerate for 24 to 72 
hours.

Cooking
  Preheat the oven to 160°F.* Arrange the meat strips on wire mesh grids over a foil-lined pan. 
Cook at 160°F for 3-4 hours, turn the oven off  and let the jerky cool and air dry in the turned-off  
oven or on the counter, for 6-8 hours, then store in resealable plastic bags.  You can store your 
jerky in the fridge for 2-3 weeks, or in the freezer for up to 3 months.

*My oven is 20 years old and can be adjusted down as low as 120F, but many newer ovens don’t 
even go down to 160F, the temperature recommended here. No reason not to make jerky, you 
just need to not cook it as long. It’s always good to check the oven with an oven thermometer 
and do a 1 or 2-piece test batch before climbing in with both feet.  

“Stalking the Wild Jerky”: More than 100 easy-to-follow recipes, is available from Eileen at 
www.ri� esandrecipes.com/406-521-0273.

Eileen Clarke

and now the weather…  and now the weather…  
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COUNTY OFFICIALS 
SWORN IN

Dee Gannon

Officials Sworn In

  The courtroom was filled with family, friends, 
and well-wishers on Friday, December 30; as Judge 
Christopher Abbott was on-hand to swear in our 
newly-elected officials. 

  In the photo, l to r: Angie Paulson (Clerk & 
Recorder, Election Administrator); Nick Rauser 
(Sheriff ); Lindsey Richtmeyer (County Commis-
sioner); Melissa Franks (County Treasurer, Super-
intendent of Schools); Kirk Flynn (Justice of the 
Peace); Cory Swanson (County Attorney); and 
Judge Chris Abbott.

County Offi  cials Sworn In (photo by Dee Gannon)

WYNN MEEHAN 
RETIRES - STARTS A 

NEW CHAPTER
Dee Gannon

Wynn’s Next Chapter

  Th is reporter had a 
chance to sit down and 
spend a few minutes 
talking to our retiring 
Sheriff , Wynn Meehan. 
He had attended the 
swearing-in ceremony 
of the newly-elected offi  cials; shaking hands and 
chatting with friends and neighbors.

  Wynn acknowledged that it was a bittersweet 
day. Aft er serving Broadwater County for 22 
years and 30 days, always 24 hours a day; the 
fi rst thing he says he will do is turn off  his phone. 
“I’m happy to sleep all night long; not having to 
worry about what I may have missed. I still perk 
my ears a bit if I see lights or hear a siren; but 
then, I stop and remember…it’s just not up to 
me, anymore.”

  Is Wynn retiring? Not likely. You can fi nd him 
at Watson Irrigation, beginning January 23. Said 
Wynn, “It gives me a few weeks to learn how 
NOT to be boss”, He will be working at “whatev-
er needs done. I’m just happy to be able to work. 
I’ve got my ranch, my woodworking, and now 
Watson’s. I won’t be bored, for sure. I began as a 
fi refi ghter; so, that is a possibility, too”.

  Being a sheriff  is a very tough, but very reward-
ing job. Wynn has been to nine plane crashes; 
numerous car crashes (including Deputy Mason 
Moore); fi res and deaths. He related how hard it 
is to be helpless sometimes; but in more ways, he 
fi nds hope in people. Santa Sheriff , coff ee with a 
Cop, and Lunch with a Cop (at the school cafete-
ria) are just a few of the programs that he imple-
mented while sheriff . “When we can connect 
with our community; it just feels good. I hope 
those programs continue.”

  Meehan has felt the love of this community, as 
well. December 30, 2007, his wife was killed in 
an auto accident. “Th e community surrounded 
me, lift ing me and my boys up in a way that’s im-
measurable. When Mason was killed, the whole 
community ached; but still showed me so much 
love. I’m so grateful.”

  Any advice for Nick Rauser? “I’ve been train-
ing him for this job, awhile. I’ve told him many 
things…but not everything. He will have to learn 
as he goes; there is just so much, and I want him 
to be surprised!”

  When you are out and about and see Wynn 
Meehan, thank him for caring enough to serve us 
for two decades. And when you see Sheriff  Nick 
Rauser, congratulate him; and know that he has a 
big job to do. Let’s do whatever we can to help.

Wynn Meehan (Photo by Nancy 
Marks)

COUNTY APPROVES 
$45K TASER 
CONTRACT

Eliza McLaughlin - Staff  Reporter

  Broadwater County Commissioners approved 
a nearly $45,000 contract with Axon Enterprise 
Inc. to equip the Broadwater County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce with tasers for the next fi ve years during 
its Dec. 28 meeting.

  Recently sworn-in Sheriff  Nick Rauser told 
MT 43 News in an interview that these tasers 
are an important tool used to help keep the 
peace.

  “It’s just another tool to help us do our jobs 
and to get compliance out of people,” Rauser 
said. “You always hope you never have to use it, 
but unfortunately we do.”

  Undersheriff /Deputy Coroner Brandon Har-
ris told the commission that there was a rush 
to sign the contract now before a 10% cost 
increase which would take eff ect in 2023 and 
that the offi  ce’s current tasers would be obsolete 
soon. 

  Th e new contract is approximately $4,000 a 
year higher than the county’s last, which Harris 
credited to infl ation and more equipment being 
included in the sale.

  Th e contract will cost the offi  ce $8,917.28 per 
year and provide it with 13 tasers and both 
training and live cartridges. Th e sale also in-
cludes a $789.75 hook-and-loop training suit, 
which will allow the offi  cers to safely practice 
using the taser on someone as opposed to the 
“cardboard silhouette.”

  “I think that’s really going to increase the train-
ing aspect with having the tasers,” Harris told 
the commission, adding that the offi  ce can now 
incorporate fi re/don’t fi re scenarios into the 
training session.

  Harris clarifi ed that the offi  ce wasn’t asking 
for any extra money to cover the contract, but 
planned to use reserves instead.

  “Once again, I’m happy to come stand in front 
of you and not ask for money to operate,” he 
said during the meeting. Th e sheriff ’s offi  ce was 
able to secure nearly $13,500 in savings on the 
contract by selling the offi  ce’s current tasers 
back to the company to be refurbished.

  Harris added that the mill levy has been of 
service to the offi  ce’s budget and that its staff  is 
now well-equipped.

  While offi  cers are required to shoot two train-
ing cartridges a year, another crucial part of 
their taser training includes being shot them-
selves. 

  “We all have to go through that so we know 
how it feels, so the abuse of the taser is very 
low,” Harris said.

  Th e Broadwater County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce has 
operated without a taser contract for several 
years. Because of this, Harris said, there are 
no warranties on the equipment and as things 
break, the offi  ce had to replace them out of 
pocket.

  Without access to a functioning taser, offi  cers 
are left  with either hand-to-hand combat or 
deadly force — neither of which is ideal, Rauser 
told MT 43 News: “No cop is out looking to use 
deadly force.”

Guest Editorial: Aerial 
Gunnery Training

Michael Korn

  Potential expansion of activities at the Limestone 
Hills Gunnery Range has recently come to light and 
with it, issues regarding the steps taken towards 
its implementation. Among others, the concerns 
of pilots, such as myself, have been raised with the 
proposal’s shortcomings and how it could nega-
tively affect the large civil aviation communities in 
Helena, Bozeman and surrounding communities. 

  Another critical issue at play is that the range is 
immediately adjacent to, and includes important 
habitats for wildlife in the Elkhorn Wildlife Man-
agement Unit (EWMU). The EWMU, established 
almost 40 years ago, was the result of a major and 
often hard fought-compromise reached between 
the conservation community, the Forest Service, 
Congress and numerous others. It continues to this 
day, to be the only such designated entity in the en-
tire National Forest System, its success having sug-
gested possible use on other forests. Yet nowhere in 
the Environmental Assessment (EA) crafted as part 
of the process for this proposal is this discussed.

  The Limestone Hills is the major winter range for 
mule deer in the Elkhorns, utilized as well at times 
by elk, big horn sheep and other wildlife. In years 
past, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks biologists 
working with the National Guard have been able to 
find reasonable accommodation for this important 
habitat. However, there is only cursory discussion 
in the EA of other periods when these new activi-
ties could impact wildlife or other uses. A broader 
concern is that there is no mention in the EA of 
possible formal monitoring by the military of the 
effects of increased range activity and the subse-
quent traffic to and from the site- both aerial and 
ground-based- might have on wildlife utilization 
and distribution throughout the entire northeast-
ern portion of the Elkhorns. 

  In all, the EA reflects numerous deficiencies in the 
collection and analysis of important, accurate and 
current information regarding a wide range of is-
sues. Furthermore, the document was done without 
contacting the numerous local groups, individuals 
and other obvious stakeholders to solicit critical 
information- Standard Operating Procedure in the 
preparation of an EA. As such, it fails to meet one 
of the fundamental purposes of an Environmental 
Assessment which is to arm the folks in the Air 
Force with the necessary- and legally mandated- 
tools to make an informed decision.

  The Montana Guard has always been a good 
neighbor, particularly when it comes to issues of 
public projects and conservation. I believe there 
are ways by which the Air Force can achieve the 
expansion of the Limestone Hills range to serve 
their needs while still maintaining the integrity of 
the EWMU and meeting the needs of the various 
stakeholders and the public at large. But without a 
sound and accurate basis for making that decision, 
coupled with robust public par-
ticipation, this EA, and thus the 
process to get there, is flawed. 

  Michael Korn served with Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife and Parks for 
almost 30 years, during which 
time he ran the Block Manage-
ment Program, was Helena Area 
Coordinator and Deputy Chief of 
Law Enforcement. He is a pilot 
and since the 1980’s has been 
involved with issues surrounding 
the Elkhorns.
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FOOD PANTRY UPDATE
Karoline Nelson, Operations Manager

Happy New Year to everyone from the food 
pantry

  The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day 
Saints will be staffing the food pantry during the 
month of January.

  Food pantry supplies were distributed to 12 
families consisting of 28 family members on 
December 31.

  The January board meeting will be on January 
12 at 7 pm at the food pantry.

  Just as a reminder, the food pantry will be 
distributing food on Saturday, Jan 7. Even if you 
received food on December 31, you are welcome 
to come in again this week.

  The goal of the food pantry is that no one in 
the area is in need of food. Even if you only need 
food for a short time, please come and see us. 
Everyone has a bump in the road at times and 
needs a little help so let this New Year be a start 
for you. No information that is given at the food 
pantry goes out of the food pantry. We do not 
belong to any government food bank system so 
the information is strictly for our books.

  The food pantry will only be open for distribu-
tion of food and receiving food on the first and 
third full weekends. If there is a 5th Saturday, we 
will be open then also. If these days are incon-
venient for any donating food, please notify 
Karoline or Daryl at the numbers below. If our 
needs pick up, we will return to our previous 
distribution dates.

  If you are dropping off food donations during 
off hours, please do not leave them at the back 
door. They may go unnoticed and especially 
with the freezing temperatures, the food may 
freeze.

  Distribution hours:  Saturday distribution 
hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m... Distri-
bution outside of normal hours is for emergen-
cies and on an individual basis. Emergency food 
needs can be distributed by calling Karoline 
Nelson at 406-438-3981 or Daryl Blumhagen at 
406-980-0800.

  How to Donate: Bob’s Supermarket has dona-
tion boxes at the checkout counters. For dona-
tions of meat or other perishable items or for 
emergency food distribution, please call Karo-
line at 406-438-3981 or Daryl at 406-980-0800. 
The food pantry is open to accept donations 
from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on the first and 
third Friday of the month. You may mail cash 
donations to Broadwater Food Pantry, P. O. Box 
1164, Townsend, MT 59644. The food pantry is 
located at 315 Broadway.

TRAILHEAD 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

DINNER DELIVERY
Nancy Marks

  

   Christmas dinner came early this year for 
many community residents. Trailhead Church 
volunteers put together baked ham with all the 
trimmings on Christmas Eve day for 92 residents 
along with 20 additional dinners for those who 
ordered late. “Everything went like clockwork 
and we had the meals out the door before noon”, 
organizer Janet Wagner reported. Wagner and 
her husband Tony also volunteer as cooks for 
American Legion Post 42. 

  Janet said it does take some time to organize all 
the ingredients and equipment to put together a 
nice meal for that many people. Townsend Rota-
ry lent their electric rosters, she said. She ordered 
most of the food items from the food service 
company SYSCO. What really counts, she said, is 
the twenty volunteers who arrive early Christmas 
Eve day to cut, chop and load to-go containers 
for the big push at 11:30 a.m. Ten people deliv-
ered meals to in-town residents and also took 
meals to Radersburg, Toston and Winston. 

  Trailhead Church has been preparing a free 
community dinner for several years. The dinner 
idea originated with Townsend United Method-
ist Church. Their members prepared the dinner 
for several years.

Lacey Forrey, Vanessa and Brandon Flynn serve up the containers for 
delivery to community residents.

Left to right Jane and Craig Osterhoudt, dinner organizer Janet 
Wagner helped prepare Christmas Eve dinners for delivery to the 

community

FAMILY PROMISE 
HAS EXPANDED 
TO TOWNSEND/
BROADWATER 

COUNTY!
Family Promise

Family Promise of Greater Helena, Townsend/
Broadwater County 406-465-9467, PO Box 939, 
Helena, MT 59624 www.familypromisehelena.
org

  Family Promise has expanded to Townsend/
Broadwater County!

  Our mission is to support Children and their 
Families as they overcome homelessness and to 
prevent families from becoming homeless.

  -With our new Prevention and Diversion 
program some things we can help with are gas 
cards, food cards, electric bills, or even a load of 
wood to heat a family’s home. We also may be 
able to help pay some of your rent expenses if 
you are facing eviction.

  -If you are homeless and have found a place to 
live but need help with the first month’s rent or 
security deposit, please call our Family Advo-
cate Kimberly and see if you would qualify.

  Building Communities, Strengthening Lives

THERE’S A NEW 
SHERIFF IN TOWN

Eliza McLaughlin - Staff Reporter

  Broadwater County officials gathered together 
at the county courthouse on Dec. 29 to swear in 
those recently elected and release those previ-
ously holding the positions from their duties.

  Among those sworn in was the newly-elected 
Broadwater County Sheriff Nick Rauser. 

  Rauser has had extensive law enforcement 
background and is well integrated into the local 
communities having been raised here.

  Rauser got his first taste of law enforcement in 
Broadwater County in 2007 as a detention of-
ficer. After working in other counties for some 
time, Rauser returned to his stomping grounds 
in 2017. 

  Over the last five years, Rauser has climbed the 
ranks from sergeant of patrol to detective and 
most recently to captain. 

  Working in each of these positions allowed him 
the ability to “understand what each kind of area, 
what their roles are, what they need to do and 
how to do it.”

  Despite having learned things that will prepare 
him for being sheriff firsthand, Rauser said it’s 
role models like the recently elected sheriff in 
Beaverhead County David Wendt that gave him 
some crucial skills.

  “He taught me a lot of how to be a cop in a 
small county/small town. It is different than be-
ing like a police officer in a big city,” Rauser said, 
explaining that you have closer relationships 
with the people you serve in a rural area. And 
now he’s a role model for others.

  It’s these relationships that Rauser feels most 
proud of in his law enforcement career.

  “I’m able to serve and protect the people who 
have helped raise me,” he said.

  In these first few months as sheriff, Rauser plans 
to focus his efforts on improving officer reten-
tion. Doing so, he said, will benefit other aspects 
of law enforcement as well.

  “They get to know where they’re at, they get to 
know the people, and I just think it will make it 
better for everyone,” Rauser said.

  Maintaining a full staff will also have an impact 
on the office’s ability to properly serve the north 
and south ends of the county and its ability to 
tackle problems such as drug trafficking, he 
explained.

  “Drug work … is a very particular line of work 
within being a cop,” Rauser said. “There’s a lot of 
skill there, without being able to pass that knowl-
edge down.”

  With “a couple” Broadwater County officers 
already having these skills, Rauser plans to set 
them up in a position to be role models for oth-
ers.

  He has also set a goal to improve community 
engagement and plans to accomplish this by at-
tending regular meetings and establishing “open 
lines of communication.”

  Rauser expressed thanks to those who had his 
“six” during the election and promised to serve 
the county’s needs: “I’m going to do my absolute 
best job in trying to make sure that our office is 
serving [the residents of Broadwater County] to 
the best of [its] capabilities.”
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TOWNSEND SCHOOL 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 
MEETING

Susie Hedale, Townsend Schools Superintendent

  Townsend School District Activities and Safety 
Committee Meeting 

January 5, 2023 6:00-8:00 in the Community 
Room

Strategic Planning - Meeting 2 - Framework 
and Goal Review 
January 9, 2023, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

in the Community Room

Agenda:
1) Introductions (5 min)

2) Setting Expectations (5 min)

3) Recap previous Strategic Planning meeting 
(10 Min)

4) Feedback / Discussion from Mission, Vision, 
Core Values,  Collaborative Vision of the Future 
and Goals (15 to 30 min)

5) Goal Review & Discussion (small group work 
session) - (app. 60 min) - Note, 2021 partial 
revisions will be included in the discussion.

6) Report out of small groups (10 to 20 min)
Adjourn

Th ank you, 
Townsend School District

4-H PAVILION 
CONTRACT IN LIMBO

Eliza McLaughlin - Staff  Reporter

  Broadwater County commissioners agreed to 
postpone signing a contract with Dick Ander-
son Construction for a new 4-H pavilion until 
the contract could be reviewed by another 
attorney, during their Dec. 28 meeting, months 
aft er the contract was submitted to the county.

  Deputy 
County At-
torney Jania 
Hatfi eld 
informed the 
commission-
ers that she 
had recently 
forwarded the 
contract to a 
third-party 
attorney to re-
view since she 
does not have 
construction 
contract experience.

  “It’s possible that some of the things I’m iden-
tifying, somebody whose an expert in con-
struction contracts will tell me, ‘Oh no, that’s 
normal,’” Hatfi eld said.

  In July of 2022, the Broadwater County Trust 
Board agreed to fund a $300,000 grant for the 
construction of the 4-H livestock pavilion. Th e 
commission then committed to providing the 
remaining $100,000 for the project, according 
to 4-H Livestock Committee Chairman Jason 
Noyes.

  Broadwater County 4-H then committed to 
securing another $100,000 to install electricity 
and a PA system in the pavilion. Th e funds will 
also allow the organization to purchase show-
ring panels. Following the 2022 livestock sale, 
4-H raised $30,000 towards their portion of the 
pavilion bill and continues to seek donations.

  Noyes voiced frustration, confusion and dis-
appointment at the Dec. 28 county commission 
meeting that it had taken this long to move 
forward with the contract, which had been 
submitted to the county on Oct. 17.

  Th e 4-H livestock pavilion has been an idea 
in the making since 2018, Noyes told MT 43 
News, and that he’s made a substantial invest-
ment in the project.

  In past years, the 4-H has used the indoor 
roping barn to house, show and sell livestock. 
“In 2018, it became clear that we were running 
out of space to pen the ever-expanding proj-
ects and still secure enough room for a show 
ring under one roof,” Noyes said in an emailed 
statement to MT 43 News. 

  With special permission to continue the 4-H 
sale during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, 
the group got a taste of what the pavilion’s ben-
efi ts would be like.

  “We utilized a large, outdoor tent set-up adja-
cent to the barn,” Noyes said. “Th is allowed us 
to expand space within the barn and provide 
an outdoor, well-ventilated space for spectators 
to watch the livestock show and participate in 
the sale.”

  According to the Noyes, the tent was such a 
big hit that the organization decided to contin-
ue using it for the 2021 and 2022 seasons, but 
it required signifi cant physical labor and was 

costly. 

  4-H hopes to 
complete the 
livestock pa-
vilion before 
the 2023 fair, 
which is cur-
rently sched-
uled for Aug. 
2 through 
Aug. 6.

  “Th e longer 
we take, the 
more likely we 
are not going 

to be able to get this done on time,” Noyes said 
during the county commission meeting, add-
ing that supply chain issues could further delay 
the realization of the pavilion project.

  Hatfi eld responded that the county attorney’s 
offi  ce had been understaff ed while County At-
torney Cory Swanson was on deployment.

  “Ultimately, part of the reason for the hold 
up has been simply that my offi  ce was under-
staff ed,” Hatfi eld said. “I, as the acting county 
attorney, was doing two attorneys’ jobs and was 
unable to get to the contract.”

  Noyes had also voiced concerns that the 
contractor, Dick Anderson Construction, had 
requested to speak with county offi  cials about 
the matter, but had not received any response.

  Hatfi eld countered that she was waiting to 
contact the builder until she had all of her 
comments put together. Both Hatfi eld and 
County Commissioner Darrell Folkvord 
expressed hope that working with this third-
party attorney would streamline the approval 
process.

  Folkvord went on to explain that the commis-
sioners were attempting to keep the county’s af-
fairs in mind: “Th e bottom line is we can’t sign 
a contract that’s not in the best interest of the 
county, and we rely on our legal staff  to guide 
us in that direction.”

  While the pavilion will signifi cantly benefi t 
the county 4-H program, Noyes said it will be 
of benefi t to the rest of the community as well: 
“Th e pavilion will also provide a covered space 
to be utilized by the community throughout 
the year, well beyond the week of our county 
fair”

  Swanson was not in attendance at the Dec. 28 
commission meeting.

Should You Pay for Dog 
Training?

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: I love 
my new puppy, Star. He is so easy to 
train, listens to my commands, and 
his potty training is going well. Still, 
I’m wondering if we should also 
work with a professional trainer. He 
has some resistance issues to certain 
commands, and he is a bit reactive to 
other dogs. Is this normal, or should 
I pay for training? — Ricardo G., 
Orlando, Florida

DEAR RICARDO: A good trainer 
can look at the most obedient dog in 
the world and find behaviors to work 
on. That’s because no dog is perfect, 
and neither are we. 

It sounds like you’re doing a great 
job with Star, and you want to continue 
to level up his behavior training. This 
is a caring and responsible thing to do.

You’ve got a few training options to 
consider. While I personally prefer to 
train alongside my dog in a group or 
one-on-one training session, I have 
friends who send their dog to day camp 
where they receive obedience training 
and socialization while they’re away at 
work. Others send their dogs to inten-
sive one- to two-week programs.

You’ll want to check out a potential 
trainer or training school carefully 
before committing. Dog training can 
take a chunk out of your budget, so 
you’ll want to be sure that Star is get-
ting the training he needs. Meet with a 
trainer in person, with Star beside you, 
to chat with them about what you’d 
like to achieve in training and get a feel 
for how well the trainer works with 
Star. 

Best of luck! I know that Star will do 
great.

Share your tips on professional dog 
training at ask@pawscorner.com.
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Elkhorn Community Fellowship, 126 N 
Cedar St. Townsend. Services: Sunday, 11:00 
a.m. Pastor Eric Crusch, 949-0183.

Faith Baptist Church, 5 Jack Farm Rd. 
Townsend. Services: Sunday, Sunday School, 
10:00 a.m. Morning Service, 11:00 a.m. 
Evening Service, 6:00 p.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study & Prayer, 7:00 p.m. Pastor Mike Wen-
zel, 266-4219.

Holy Cross Catholic Church, 101 S. Wal-
nut St. Townsend. Mass: Wednesday, 9:00 
a.m., Th ursday, 9:00 a.m., Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. Adoration: Tuesday, 5:30 
p.m., Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. Reconciliation: 
Saturday, 5:15–5:45 p.m. or by appt. Rel. 
Ed. classes: Pre-K–5th Grade, Wednesday, 
5:00–6:30 p.m. Middle & High School grades, 
Wednesday, 6:15–8:30 p.m. Adult classes, 
Th ursday, 7:00 p.m. Father Cody Williams, 
266-4811 or offi  ce@holycrossmt.org.

Mountain Valley Church of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance (CMA), 110 E 
Street Townsend. Services: Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 
Kids ministry during Sunday services. Life 
groups meet during the week. Pastor Eric 
Krueger, 465-5895. MountainValleyChurch.
org. We stream our services on Facebook: 
Facebook.com/mountainValleyChurch406. 
(Was Alliance Bible Church.)

Radersburg Baptist Church, 7 Main St. 
Radersburg. Services: Sunday: Sunday School, 
9:45 a.m., Worship, 11:00 a.m. Pastor Richard 
Summerlin, 410-0458.

Set Free Christian Fellowship, meets at 
the Bridge at 107 E street (PO Box 1163), 
Townsend. Services: Sunday service at 9:30 
a.m. Set free recovery Sunday, 7:00 p.m. Bible 
study, Th ursday, 7:00 p.m. Pastors Bill and 
Carol Bergstad, (406) 461-0135.

Seventh Day Adventist Church, 200 N. 
Cedar St. Townsend. Services: Saturday, 9:30 
a.m., Bible study, 10:30 a.m.  431-2810 or 
(406) 241-0042

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
ELCA Synod, 301 N. Cherry St. Townsend. 
Services: Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Women of the 
ELCA meet second Tuesday every month at 
6:00 PM. Bible Studies meet weekly. Call Ross 
Johnson, Council President, for more infor-
mation, at (406) 465-3791.

� e Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 916 Broadway St. Townsend. Choir 
Practice, Sunday, 8:30 a.m. Services: Sunday, 
9:30 a.m. Christian education, Sunday, 10:40 
a.m. Youth activities Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 
Family History Center, Tuesday, 6:00–9:00 
p.m. or by appt. (Director Rebecca Mitchell, 
980-0270). Bishop Matt Graham, 266-4255.

Townsend United Methodist Church, 200 N. 
Cedar St. Townsend. Services: Sunday, 9:00 
a.m. Pastor Mele Moa, 266-3390  Townsend-
UMC.org.

Trailhead Christian Fellowship, 20 Trail-
head View Dr. Townsend (5 mi. north of 
Townsend). Sunday School and Christian 
Education, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. Services Sun-
day, 10:00 a.m. 7th–12th grade  youth group, 
Wednesday, 6:30–8:00 p.m. meeting at 407 S. 
Cherry St., Townsend. Pastor Mark Roelofs.

Our WalkOur Walk
In FaithIn Faith

Our WalkOur Walk
In FaithIn Faith

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

SENIOR CENTER 
MENU FOR JANUARY 

9 - JANUARY 13

Monday, Jan. 9
Sloppy Joes on a Bun
Baked Beans
Creamy Coleslaw
Fresh Fruit

Tuesday, Jan. 10
Tuna Noodle Cas-
serole
Green Peas
Carrot Raisin Salad
Plump Peaches

Wednesday, Jan. 11
Pork Chops

Steamed Potatoes
Sliced Beets
Dinner Salad with 
Beans
Apricots

Thursday, Jan. 12
Swedish Meatballs
Steamed Potatoes
Green Beans
Whole Grain Bread
Sweet Pears

Friday, Jan. 13
BBQ Chicken Breast
Wild Rice
Key Largo Vegetables
Tossed Salad
Fruit Crisp

Mondays 6-8pm 

Celebrate Recovery

Meetings held in Mountain Valley Church building
 110 E Street

Tuesdays – 5:30 pm Fridays – Noon

Alcoholics Anonymous

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church : 
301 N Cherry Street

� ursdays 7pm, 

Al-Anon 
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 310 N Cherry St

CommunityCommunity
CalendarCalendar

CommunityCommunity
CalendarCalendar

InsideInside
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NEW YEAR 
REFLECTION

Ellie West, Certifi ed NLP Coach/Practitioner Of 
Hypnosis and Timeline Therapy

   Have you asked yourself some reflective ques-
tions this past week as we jump into the New 
Year? What challenges or fears were thrown your 
way, and how did you overcome them? Were you 
able to break through your challenges, fears, sad-
ness, and disappointments? Did you learn some 
lessons from those challenges, where you will gain 
more wisdom? 
  There are lessons we need to learn as we face 
life head-on. Is something holding you back from 
fulfilling your purpose, your calling? It could be 
anger, shame, unforgiveness, hurt from your past, 
or something you had no control over. 
  As I took this week to journal, pray, meditate, set 
new goals and boundaries, clear the chatter to be 
still, and listen, I heard many things. 
  Over the last several weeks, I have been working 
with an NLP Master Practitioner, and together, we 
have dug deep and done some complex work re-
leasing limiting beliefs. Each week I uncover more 
limiting beliefs. 
  One that brought me to tears was unforgiveness; 
it wasn’t necessarily towards others; it was unfor-
giveness towards myself. Thoughts about myself 
that I didn’t even know existed or believed. They 
were hiding in my subconscious. Occasionally, 
they would peek out, and when they did, I would 
push them back…hoping they would stay. Each 
time they would surface, I would shove them back 
into hiding. 
  Was I aware of the limiting beliefs? Not at all. All 
I knew was that I wanted to be content with my 
life. Honestly, if you would have asked me if I was 
satisfied and fulfilling my purpose, I would have 
to say, “truthfully, no”. 
  Many of you may be in the same place. There 
was a void in my heart, my dreams, and what I 
had envisioned for my life, along with an intense 
yearning to understand my purpose. 
  I had to reach for more as I knew there was 
more…I was created for something better than 
what I had dreamt. 
  Discovering yourself, your purpose, and your 
calling in life is universal. We desire to fulfill the 
passion, gifts, and talents that each of us has been 
given. It is in our innate nature to question it, but 
also to want it. Some may even doubt their pur-
pose or calling their entire life. 
  And sometimes, we seek it out in all the wrong 
places.
  We look for it in other people, relationships, 
jobs, or what we acquire. But you will need more 
than that to fill the void in your heart of what you 
crave. Many go through life saying, “I guess this is 
it. It’s just the cards I’ve been dealt.” 
  You weren’t dealt cards; you are here on purpose, 
filled with passion, dreams, and beautiful gifts, for 
such a time as this. Your dreams purposely moti-
vate and inspire you to see what is possible. 
  Have I failed in life? Yes, many times. I was 
unsuccessful in school, relationships, friendships, 
and jobs. But, with each of those, I learned valu-
able lessons…lessons that I have taken with me so 
I could gain understanding and wisdom. Without 
those failures, I would not be where I am today…
and for that, I am deeply grateful. 
  We must often go through a growing season…we 
grow through what we go through. The seasons 
prepare and equip us for something bigger than 
ourselves. 
  As I read in 2 Timothy 1:12 (TPT), Paul encour-
ages his readers as we walk through the uncertain-
ties of life. “The confidence of my calling enables 
me to overcome every difficulty, and my faith in 
Him convinces me that He is more than able to 
keep all I’ve placed in His hands safe and secure.”  
  Trust God when your purpose may be slowed. 
The One who placed them inside of you knows the 
perfect time to bring them to fruition. Keep hope 
while you wait. Your fears, lost time, unforgive-
ness, shame, and guilt all tell you to forget about 
your dreams. Don’t believe the lie…such as you 
are not good enough, smart enough, worthy, or 
missed your opportunity. It simply is not true. 
  It’s time to take your dream out of the deep 
freeze and let it thaw…it has been frozen way too 
long. Begin this coming new year by discovering 
your purpose and unwrapping your gifts — one at 
a time. They are yours and have been beautifully 
and perfectly designed just for you. 
  “When at last your dream comes true, life’s 
sweetness will satisfy your soul.” Prov. 13:12 (TPT) 

 To Connect with Ellie:  FB/IG @coach-
elliewest     www.coachinghearttoheart.
com 

• A Cornish milkman named Steve 
Leech was making his rounds when 
he saw a shop on fire. Using 320 pints 
of milk, he not only extinguished the 
flames, but saved seven other stores in 
the process, earning a “Hero Milkman 
of the Millennium” award from the 
National Dairymen’s Association.

• An albatross typically spends the 
first six years of its life flying over the 
ocean without ever setting foot on the 
ground.

• In the 1990s, a mysterious soda 
vending machine dispensing rare and 
discontinued drinks appeared in Seat-
tle. No one knew who filled it, but sad-
ly, in 2018, it vanished as suddenly as it 
came, with an explanatory note saying 
it “went for a walk.”

• The first women’s boots were 
designed for and worn by Queen Vic-
toria.

• “Ergophobia” is the fear of work 
or the workplace. Psychologists attri-
bute the condition to a combination of 
concerns about failing at tasks, public 
speaking and social anxiety.

• A 59-year-old man with no previous 
criminal record held up a bank for the 
measly sum of just $1. So what was he 
actually after? A prison sentence, so he 
could get free health care.

• Red is the first color a baby sees.
• If diamonds really are a gal’s best 

friend, she might like to pay a visit to 
the planet known as 55 Cancri e, which 
is believed to be principally covered in 
graphite and diamond. Of course, she 
would also need to bring enough rocks 
back home to cover the cost of the $12 
million spaceship she’d need to get 
there.

• There are more historic artifacts 
under the sea than in all of the world’s 
museums.

***
Thought for the Day: “I have 

learned over the years that when one’s 
mind is made up, this diminishes fear.” 
— Rosa Parks
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SCAMMERS ABUSE 
GOOGLE ADS 
PLATFORM TO 

DISTRIBUTE MALWARE
Victor Sample

   So many scams, so little time to report them!  
Today, the Tech Newsletter I receive every morn-
ing warned of malware operators abusing the 
Google Ads Platform to spread malware. Th e 
threat actors are impersonating many popu-
lar, free soft ware products such as Grammarly, 
Th underbird, Brave, Libre Offi  ce and, ironically 
enough, Malwarebytes – my favorite tool for 
removing malware.

  Th e threat actors clone legitimate websites for 
the products they are targeting. Th en using the 
Google Ads platform and “typosquatting” they 
lure internet users into downloading the mal-
ware.

  Domain Names are the names of websites, such 
as “google.com”. Typosquatting is the practice of 
acquiring domain names that are very similar 
to the original domain name but spelled slightly 
diff erently. At a casual glance, a link to the site 
looks very, very much like the original.

  Th e scammers/hackers then abuse the Google 
Ads Platform by getting their “ads” placed above 
the actual legitimate websites. If you aren’t pay-
ing very close attention you can easily be fooled 
into clicking on a link to a cloned website that 
looks just like the real website.

  If you click on a link to download the soft ware 
(which you think is legitimate, free soft ware), 
you actually download malware. Many times 
the scammer/hackers actually do provide you 
with legitimate versions of the soft ware, but also 
download the malware at the same time.

  To avoid being detected and blacklisted by the 
browsers, the cloned websites will actually just be 
benign websites that just redirect you to the mal-
ware site. Since they look like benign websites 
they are not blocked by the various browsers.

  One of the ways you can combat the Google 
Ads Platform abuse is to employ an “ad blocker”. 
Most browsers off er an extension to enable ad 
blocking. By blocking the ads, they don’t show 
up on a list for you to accidentally click on. 
However, beware that many legitimate sites will 
ask you to disable your ad blocker and some will 
even bar you from using their site if you are us-
ing an ad blocker.

  Of course, the best way to avoid being duped 
by hackers using typosquatting is to always be 
vigilant. Always, always look carefully at links 
you are clicking on to ensure that they really are 
legitimate. And, of course, NEVER download 
anything from a website without researching the 
website to ensure that it is a legitimate website. 

FFA LOOKING 
FORWARD TO THE 

NEW YEAR
Mikayla Kraft, FFA

Happy New Year! It is so great to be looking 
forward to having our chapter spend another 
year with this community! 2022 was a success-
ful year with eight competitions and fi ve oppor-
tunities for chapter community service. 

  We did three overall presentations, one on 
parliamentary procedure, and two reports for 
each time we have gone to Nationals. We had 
our offi  cer election for 2022-2023, multiple SAE 
visits, and our Offi  cer Retreat to plan the year. 

  We also hosted Harvest of the Month every 
month for this school year for the elementary 
students, held our Greenhand Night for the 
newcomers, and held an FFA meeting every 
month. 

  Our FFA chapter did seven events for the com-
munity! Th ank you so much for being with us 
this year and we cannot wait to be a part of your 
2023. 

  For January, we have our District Speaking 
Competition that will be held in Th ree Forks 
on the 20th, and a few opportunities to work at 
Concessions for our winter sports.

  We are always on the lookout for any com-
munity service opportunities and ways to make 
money for our FFA chapter. If you have any-
thing that needs to be done, we would be so 
glad to off er a hand! For more information, call 
our advisor Jemma Loughery at (406) 441-3423

FFA Members Photo by FFA Chapter

COURT BEAT 
12/30/2022

Dee Gannon

Th e criminal docket in Judge Christopher Ab-
bott’s courtroom on December 30 is as follows:

  Jeremiah Howe was to have a Pre-Trial Con-
ference on charges of sexual assault but was 
granted a continuance because discovery is 
ongoing. His Pre-Trial is set for March 24, 2023; 
with the Jury trial scheduled for April 24, 2023.

  Daniel Hayes’ case was dismissed; as he is now 
in a Veteran’s home.

  Robert Brady was scheduled for a Pre-Trial 
Conference, but it was discovered that he had 
missed many sober-link tests. He is to have a 
hearing at 9 am on January 5, as a part of Judge 
Abbott’s Law & Motion at Lewis & Clark Coun-
ty Courthouse. His Trial is on January 23.

  Turner Kinnick had his Omnibus submitted.

  Tanner Russell appeared for Sentencing on a 
charge of possession of dangerous drugs with 
intent to distribute. He has already been attend-
ing Treatment Court as part of a Lewis & Clark 
(L&C) sentencing. He is sentenced to 10 years 
D.O.C., all suspended; to be run consecutively 
to a similar sentence in L & C County. He will 
receive credit for time served (to be calculated). 
He must pay $80 in fees and surcharges, as well 
as $800 to the Offi  ce of Public Defenders. He 
must abide by all conditions set forth in the Pre-
Sentence Investigation.

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

INVITATION TO 
SUPPORT LC1505

Guest Editorial: J.B. Howick, Townsend Business 
Owner 

  Montana’s towns and cities thrive when their 
local businesses are free to act under local 
supervision. But this is not always the case. 
Th roughout Montana’s history, the Department 
of Transportation (MDT) has been mandated to 
acquire roads to build a viable and effi  cient state 
highway system. On its surface, this mandate is 
wholly desirable. But time has demonstrated an 
undesirable consequence.

  Most of Montana’s cities and towns now have 
state highways where they once had traditional 
main streets. Local businesses grew along those 
main streets starting from a time before Mon-
tana was a state. But with MDT’s acquisition 
of those roads and sidewalks, the authority to 
control what happens on those sidewalks shift ed 
from local jurisdictions to MDT.

  Businesses throughout Montana have been 
harmed due to MDT’s oversight of business 
activities on what have always been public pe-
destrian right-of-ways. What exists today (MCA 
60-6) is a law that was meant to protect drivers 
on high-speed state highways from roadside 
peddlers who endanger traffi  c through distrac-
tion and congestion. Today, that law is also used 
to stop brick-and-mortar stores in town and 
city business districts from displaying wares and 
signage to promote their businesses.

  A permitting process exists that business own-
ers can apply to for permission to use the public 
sidewalks, but that process is slow and unevenly 
administered throughout the state. Some MDT 
district managers have declared that merchan-
dise will never receive a permit. Further, MDT 
has brought legal action against businesses 
that had long-standing encroachments on the 
sidewalks (such as posts holding up a balcony) 
who were refused permits when necessary reno-
vation required replacements of encroaching 
structures.

  Simply put, MDT should not be in the busi-
ness of regulating businesses inside municipal 
boundaries. LC1505 grants towns and cities the 
option to develop pedestrian right-of-way rules 
for themselves. Cities and towns are welcome 
to continue operating under the original per-
mitting process currently found in MCA 60-6 
or, if LC1505 is adopted, they may separate 
themselves from MDT control and directly 
administer sidewalk usage for the good of their 
communities. LC1505 is supported by House 
Representative Julie Dooling and will receive its 
offi  cial House Bill number and be presented to 
its fi rst committee in January.

  I invite each of you to visit either http://Leg.
MT.gov and click the “Look Up Bills” button 
or http://TownsendHardware.com/LC1505.pdf 
to read the proposed law for yourself. If you 
believe your town or city should have the choice 
to support and serve its own businesses, then I 
encourage you to email your support to Julie.
Dooling@LegMT.gov, or to myself at KeithJr@
Howick.org.

  Th ank You,

  JB Howick Owner & President Townsend 
Hardware Townsend, MT

Townsend Information
Technology Service

Veteran Owned and Local
Personal Computer Repair

406-521-2229
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YesteryearYesteryearYesteryearYesteryear
RADERSBURG:  DR. 

BARCLAY
Mike Castleberry

“...As the wind blows on January 6th, so will it 
blow for 40 days, never being out of its course 
for more than 24 hours at any time during the 
40 days.” 

  Th e saying regarding the weather for a 40-
day period following January 6th emanated 
from Dr. H.B. Barkley, a pioneer physician and 
weather prognosticator. Th e Sixth of January, 
sometimes even today among the old-timers, is 
referred to as “Barkley Day”. 

  It is said that only one time during his lifetime 
in the mountains of Montana, did Dr. Barkley’s 
prophecy fail. Upon this occasion, January 6th 
was a fi ne, clear day, giving promise of beau-
tiful, open weather for the ensuing 40 days. 
However, the weatherman upset all precedents, 
and on the following day, January 7th, a bitterly 
cold wind came down from the north and the 
thermometer dropped and for the following 
month hovered generally around 40 degrees 
below zero. 

  Dr. Barkley was a Kentuckian who served for 
three years as a surgeon in the Confederate 
Army. In the 1860s, about the close of the Civil 
War, he came to Montana and was located at 
Radersburg where he practiced his profession 
and engaged in placer mining. He frequently 
made prophecies regarding the weather, many 
of which were published in the few newspapers, 
to which prophecies he signed TICA—Rader-
sburg. By this signature, he became generally 
known through this section of the state. 

  On April 21, 1884, Dr. Barkley was murdered 
while at work on his mining ditch at the head 
of Indian Creek. He had gone out alone for 
the purpose of repairing the ditch and while 
thus engaged was shot down, his murderer was 
never apprehended, although several persons 
whose enmity he had aroused were under sus-
picion. 

  His death was productive of considerable 
newspaper controversy at the time. One Hel-
ena newspaper, took the position in a most 
unusual controversial article, that his passing 
might be considered a blessing to the commu-
nity. Following a brief account of the murder, 
the Helena Daily Independent, April 23, 1884, 
commented as follows: 

  “Dr. Barkley was an old citizen of Montana, 
having come to the Territory from Missouri in 
1865. He was a good physician and a gentle-
man of more than an ordinary intelligence. 
For several years passed he has attracted much 
attention through the Territory by reason of his 
weather predictions, some of which were sin-
gularly accurate. Th ese were given to the public 
under the non de plume of TICA—Radersburg. 
He was a man of strong prejudices and convic-
tions which oft en led him into antagonisms. 
Honest in the assertion of his rights, he was 
unyielding in the maintenance. Years ago, he 
acquired certain valuable water rights in Indian 
Creek, Jeff erson County, but he found much 
diffi  culty in securing their recognition and was 
involved in litigation with miners in that vicin-
ity. He met death at last we presumed, in the 
very ditch over which he has so long disputed 
and litigated. While a bitter, unyielding foe, en-
tirely devoid of any sense of fear, he was a true 
friend, faithful and devoted to those who once 
secured his confi dence and esteem. He had no 
family and no kindered in Montana, but leaves 
a married daughter now residing in Missouri 
and Kentucky of 
which latter state he 
was a native.” 

  Th e “Helena 
Daily Herald”, of 
corresponding 
date, places the 
murdered man in 
a vastly diff erent 
light, saying: 

  “Th e violent death 
of H.B. Barkley of 
Jeff erson county at 
the head of Indian 
Creek on April 21 
will least surprise 
those who intimate-
ly knew the man. 
Th e doctor was an 
old resident, a phy-
sician of consider-
able practice in the 
northern part of the 
county. With some redeeming qualities, he was 
a neighbor greatly disliked. His friends were 
few, his enemies many. He was headstrong, 
contentious and mischief-making. His tongue 
was unbridled and his temper irascible. Desper-
ate in passion, the victims of his anger were as 
likely to be shot or knifed, as lashed by a torrent 
of profanity and anathema. 

   
  “A fruitful theme of dispute was the Indian 
Creek water right in which the doctor claimed 
interests, and about which he quarreled and liti-
gated incessantly. A year or so ago, in a Raders-
burg saloon he accosted a neighbor as if friend-
ly, the next moment whipping out a knife and 
cutting him to kill. In his cups he was abrasive 
and not infrequently desperate and dangerous.”

  “Where he was, says a neighbor, was ‘Hell with 
the devil present and wagging his tail.’ To a Hel-
ena acquaintance, the doctor, in the presence 
of a Radersburg man once said, ‘My enemies 
are snakes. I do not fear them. If I could insult 
them, I would open their jaws and spit in their 
mouth!’.

  “He died of a rifl e shot spread by the am-
bushed foe who waylaid and ended his life 
when the victim least looked for it. It was a 
cowardly murder, but there will be those who 
will say that the bullet of Barkley’s assassin 
removed from Jeff erson County a blight, and to 
a long suff ering community, a blessing.”

  From Broadwater By-
gones:

  “He was a familiar 
fi gure in early history 
known for his readiness 
to help the sick and de-
liver the new babies and 
even carried dental tools 
in the saddle bag to pull 
a tooth or help in any 
way he could. He had 
strong convictions and 
was determined in fi ght-
ing his rights over water 
usage and again work-
ing for 12 months in the 
courts to procure the 
townsite for the people 
of Springville.”

Editors Note:  Th e 
Broadwater Bygones 
mentioned above is 
available at the Broad-

water County Museum and does have addition-
al information regarding Dr. Barkley and his 
connection to Springville and Hassel.  If you are 
interested in learning more about Dr. Barkley 
visit the Broadwater County Museum or con-
tact Mike Castleberry via the Crimson Bluff s 
Chapter of the Lewis and Clark Trail. Heritage 
Foundation.

  From Broadwater By-
gones:

  “He was a familiar 
fi gure in early history 
known for his readiness 
to help the sick and de-
liver the new babies and 
even carried dental tools 
in the saddle bag to pull 
a tooth or help in any 
way he could. He had 
strong convictions and 
was determined in fi ght-
ing his rights over water 
usage and again work-
ing for 12 months in the 
courts to procure the 
townsite for the people 
of Springville.”

Editors Note:  Th e 
Broadwater Bygones 
mentioned above is 
available at the Broad-Dr. Barclay’s gravestone in the Radersburg Cemetery
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THIS WEEK IN 

HISTORY” 
Submitted by Linda Huth; Sponsored by:  The 
Broadwater County Historical Society and The 
“Cotter Foundation”  

  January 5

  1939 

  “City and County” News

  Dr. and Mrs. Bayles and two sons motored to 
Bozeman Sunday spending the day with the doc-
tor’s sister, Mrs. Chalioner and her family. 

  Mr. and Walter Clark enjoyed a visit last week 
from Miss Hazel Thomas, her sister, and Mrs. 
Gene Ernster, who are teaching in Shelby. 

  Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Matthews and family were 
dinner guests at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Holloway on Sunday, New Year’s day. 

  Miss Betty Mahony, who in company with her 
aunt, Mrs. C. Hildebrande of Helena, went to 
California to spend the holidays returned to 
Townsend in time for the opening of school. 

  Mrs. Ralph Domer and daughter, who spent the 
week from Christmas to New Year’s day in Man-
hattan with her parents, returned to her home 
here on Monday. 

  Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Kieckbusch motored to 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho to enjoy Christmas and 
New Year holidays. The weather was a little nippy 
for a motor trip when they started, but fortune 
paved their way for weather conditions and they 
made the trip almost like a summer one enjoying 
the time with Mrs. Kieckbusch’s parents. 

  1950

  “Present Grade School Building Partially Con-
demned”  

  These school bond elections have not been 
called to answer some whim. They have been 
called because the present grade school building 
is old, out-moded and inadequate. When there 
was a fire over there about a year ago, local fire-
men and other local people made an investigation 
and reported the building in very bad condition. 
Ask the man who was the fire chief at that time. 
Ask the janitors, now, who cannot bring the heat 
up and be sure of any heat with the present heat-
ing plant. Ask anyone who has a manipulation 
of the plant – its lighting plumbing, heating and 
they’ll tell you the building has long since served 
its purpose.

  Vote for a new low modern fire proof build-
ing with modern lighting, heating, seating, all of 
which go into providing safety and health. 

  The state fire marshal has the following to say in 
his report about the elementary school building. 
“Owing to the crowded conditions of the build-
ing with no fire escapes and poor wiring, we are 
condemning the wiring in this building for the 
protection of lives and property.”

  The sanitary facilities have been condemned by 
the health authorities.

  The entire heating system is worn out, obsolete, 
and must be replaced if the building continues to 
be used.

  After careful inspection, Mr. Fred Wilson, school 
architect, has stated that, in his opinion, the cost 
of remodeling the present elementary building, 
rewiring, and installing a new heating system 
would be prohibitive and unjustified in terms of 
results obtained.

  Again quoting Mr. James W. Carney from his 
report of March 10, 1949, on the high school 
building. “I found the electric wiring in the high 
school in very bad condition and it should be 
replaced. It is the old type wiring and the wires 
are too light to carry the load. There is danger of 
the wires becoming too hot and starting a fire. 
Owing to the defective or poorly installed electric 
wiring, we will have to condemn the wiring in the 
said building.

  1961

  “Winston News”

  At the upper end of Broadwater County we find 
the Bill Halms operating a mink farm. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bob Myles, who for years have raised fine 
Hereford cattle, have a new hobby – or business 
– mushrooming in their basement. They have 
planted mushroom spawn as an experiment.

  Feed lots are being constructed on the Quarter 
Circle J.F. in preparation for commercial feeding 
of beef cattle.

  Mr. and Mrs. Charles Baum are in the process 
of adding four rooms to their house. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ralph Lokowich, who this past year sold 
their ranch to Mr. and Mrs. Joe Clark, are build-
ing a beautiful log home and matching garage in 
Winston.

  Mr. and Mrs. George Baum and son, Clarence, 
operate a sawmill on the head of Antelope Creek 
and, in addition, are gaining a reputation for the 
quality of the eggs produced by their large flock 
of Leghorn chickens.

  Wesley Diehl moved his dairy herd to the 
Townsend community and both Hagboms and 
Cobbans have sold their dairy herds, so dairying 
can no longer be listed among the businesses of 
Winston.

  As in years past, cattle raising and farming are 
keeping the majority of Winston folks occupied.

  Willard Moe is our post master; Tony Moe owns 
the Winston Bar.

  Sixty-one finds the Winston school going al-
though there is now only one teacher and only a 
dozen pupils, in contrast to crowded conditions 
in both rooms fifty years ago.

  Mining, which was the original reason for Win-
ston’s being, has dwindled to the operation of one 
mine this winter. The East Pacific is operating, 
but only on a small scale. The miners tell us; how-
ever, that there is still gold (plus other metals) in 
them thar hills, and high hopes of getting  it out.

  1967

  “Townsend Business District Continues to Im-
prove with New Buildings in 1966”

  Improvements in the Townsend business dis-
trict continued to appear and 1966 saw three 
new buildings constructed. Business, as a whole, 
was probably average or better. These businesses 
should be commended for their confidence in 
the community and, in the future, improvements 
such as these new buildings will help provide bet-
ter service and make Townsend a better town in 
which to do business.

  The new Husky service station was completed, 
all but the driveway, when winter set in, but the 
station itself is was complete and Mr. and Mrs. 
John Schreiner are very proud. Extra land was 
purchased for the building and this allowed it to 
be set back away from the corner at Front and 
Broadway streets. It will handle large trucks in the 
service room as well as a car area. Modern light-
ing also adds to the overall appearance. 

  A new steel building was completed by the Co-
op Supply, Inc., on South Front Street. The 40 x 

72 foot building will be used as a warehouse for 
twine, fertilizer, anti-freeze and lube oil for the 
local businesses. It is located on the rear of their 
lot next to the old warehouse. The construction is 
all steel, with a full concrete floor. It has plenty of 
doors for convenience in handling merchandise. 
The expanded warehouse space will allow pur-
chases to be made in greater volume.

  Townsend Implement moved into a fine new 
building late this fall. It is located on front Street 
on the site of the old 76 service station, across 
from the Montana Elevator. It is 40 x 70 feet and 
the walls are of concrete block construction. The 
roof support is a one-piece steel span, which 
leaves the interior free of posts. The floor is 
insulated and is aluminum sheets that have been 
factory painted. The building is divided with a 
portion used for shop and the remainder for parts 
and showroom.

  1978

  “Drive In Store”

  Not so, according to Circle K employees. But 
employees and customers were surprised Sunday 
evening about 6:00 when a Ford car backed into 
the Circle K store, breaking out plate glass win-
dows, and damaging the building structure. Ac-
cording to officers who investigated the accident, 
Mark Geisser had parked the Ford in front of the 
store, leaving the car, owned by Tom Long, run-
ning. As he was being waited on, the car slipped 
into reverse, made a half circle, put dents all along 
the side of a Pontiac, belonging to store employee, 
Dixie Merritt and crashed into the store.

  Investigating o�  cer, Marty Leanhart, estimated 
windows and building damage to the store at 
approximately $1500. All that was dented on the 
Ford was the front end, ironically enough, not 
the back. � e Merritt vehicle sustained damage 
all along one side, but monetary estimates on the 
vehicles were unavailable. No one in the store 
su� ered injury from the shattering glass. � e 
moving Ford also missed the gas pumps that sit 
in the Circle K parking lot, during the venture.

  Leanhart said that he nor Rick Barthule, as-
sisting o�  cer, issued any citations. � e accident 
occurred on private property, and as Leanhart 
stated, “How can you cite a driverless car?”

  “Decoration Winners”

  John Ryan, president of the Townsend Rotary 
Club, announced the winner of the annually 
sponsored Christmas outdoor, decorating contest.

  � e home of Mr. and Mrs. Frances Koehnke 
was chosen unanimously by the judging commit-
tee (non-Rotary members) as the winner of the 
Christmas decorations scene. � e Koehnkes live 
on the corner of Broadway and South Maple.

  According to Ryan, judging was completed the 
week before Christmas and stated that judges 
found the task of picking a winner di�  cult. 
Many more homes were decorated for this Yule 
season and Townsend residents made folks aware 
of the Christmas holidays.

  Ryan stated that the Rotary expressed their 
thanks to the numerous residents who decorated 
so tastefully this year, and hoped that next year 
more people would decorate and make the judg-
ing job even more di�  cult.

  � e Rotary will give $25 to a charity of the 
Koehnkes’ choice for winning the Rotary Christ-
mas home decorating prize, a � ne gesture. 

1. Avatar: The Way of Water
(PG-13) Sam Worthington, Zoe 
Saldana
2. Puss in Boots: The Last Wish
(PG) Antonio Banderas, Salma 
Hayek
3. Whitney Houston: I Wanna 
Dance with Somebody
(PG-13) Naomi Ackie, Stanley Tucci
4. Babylon
(R) Brad Pitt, Margot Robbie
5. Violent Night
(R) David Harbour, John Leguizamo
6. Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever
(PG-13) Letitia Wright, Lupita 
Nyong’o
7. The Whale
(R) Brendan Fraser, Sadie Sink
8. The Fabelmans
(PG-13) Michelle Williams, Gabriel 
LaBelle
9. The Menu
(R) Ralph Fiennes, Anya Taylor-Joy
10. Strange World
(PG) Jake Gyllenhaal, Gabrielle 
Union
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The Classified Ads
PART TIME JOB OPENING

MT 43 News
Must have reliable transportation and valid driver’s license. Will work 1 day a week; every Thursday. Required to pick up printed MT 43 News pa-
pers in Helena Thursday mornings. Papers will then be delivered to various stores in E Helena, Townsend, Toston, Three Forks and the Townsend 
Post Office.

Pay is $200 per month + mileage ($0.62 per mile) for full trip. 

Please inquire for the job at our office, 401 Broadway St in Townsend.

 
NNOOTTIICCEE  OOFF  EEXXTTEENNSSIIOONN  &&  PPUUBBLLIICC  MMEEEETTIINNGG  

EExxtteennssiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  PPuubblliicc  CCoommmmeenntt  PPeerriioodd  ffoorr  tthhee  EEssttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  
HHeelliiccoopptteerr  AAeerriiaall  GGuunnnneerryy  RRaannggee  aanndd  SSppeecciiaall  UUssee  AAiirrssppaaccee  RReessttrriicctteedd  

AArreeaa  aatt  tthhee  LLiimmeessttoonnee  HHiillllss  TTrraaiinniinngg  AArreeaa,,  MMTT  

The U.S. Air Force is extending the public comment period for review of the 
Environmental Assessment and draft Finding of No Significant Impact until 
January 13, 2023. The EA evaluates potential impacts associated with 
establishing and operating a helicopter aerial gunnery range (AGR) and 
special use airspace restricted area at the Limestone Hills Training Area, 
Broadwater County, Montana. 

A virtual Town Hall meeting is scheduled on 15 December 2022, at 6:00 PM 
MST and will be hosted on Microsoft Teams and by telephone to answer 
questions regarding the proposed action. Please send an email to 
341CES.CEIE.NEPAWorkFlow@us.af.mil for a link to the meeting, or visit the 
Malmstrom website at https://www.malmstrom.af.mil/About‐ 
Us/Environmental‐Resources/ under the Environmental Assessment Tab. 

 

Any comments for consideration will need to be submitted in writing. Email 
comments to: 341CES.CEIE.NEPAWorkFlow@us.af.mil or write to: 341 
CES/CENP, Attn: Katie Rediske, 39 78th St N, Malmstrom AFB, MT, 59402. All 
comments must be received by 13 January 2023 to permit the Air Force to 
fully consider them. 

 
The EA, draft FONSI and Technical Studies are available online at 
https://www.malmstrom.af.mil/About‐Us/Environmental‐Resources/ or may 
be reviewed at these libraries: 
• Broadwater School and Community Library, 201 N. Spruce St., 

Townsend, MT 59644 
• Lewis and Clark Library, 120 S. Last Chance Gulch, Helena, MT 59601 
• Great Falls Public Library, 301 2nd Avenue North, Great Falls, MT 59601 

1. Who wrote “While My Guitar 
Gently Weeps”?

2. Which song would Elvis Presley 
always sing to end his concerts?

3. What type of music did Country 
Joe and the Fish play?

4. Name Bobby Hebb’s best known 
song.

5. Name the song that contains these 
lyrics: “I lost at love before. Got mad 
and closed the door. But you said try 
just once more. I chose you for the 
one. Now we’re having so much fun.”

Answers
1. Beatle George Harrison, who also 

sang the lead. The song was written 
after the group came back from study-
ing transcendental meditation with a 
Yogi. The demo included a verse that 
wasn’t used.

2. “I Can’t Help Falling in Love 
With You.” It was also the last song he 
performed at his last live concert, in 
1977. 

3. Psychedelic rock, circa the 
1960s, in Berkeley, California. Think:  
counterculture, free love and anti-war 
songs.

4. “Sunny,” 1966.
5. “You’ve Made Me So Very Hap-

py,” by Brenda Holloway in 1967 and 
Blood, Sweat & Tears in 1969. Hollo-
way wrote the song, but BS&T took 
it to near the top of the charts, bested 
only by “Aquarius/Let the Sunshine 
In” at the No. 1 position.

© 2023 King Features Syndicate
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Plumbing and Heating

Special K
Danny Kurk -Owner

Open 24/7
Townsend, MT
(406)922-1315

dannyjkurk@gmail.com

All Fun & GamesAll Fun & Games

Have you or someone you love been buying MT43 News off the rack at one
of our local vendors?

If so.. WE HAVE EXTENDED OUR OFFER JUST FOR YOU!
Take advantage of our Trial Subscription if you are a new subscriber!
Our offer covers the remaining issues to be published through the end of the

year and extends through the first new month of 2023!
We will send you a paper every week through the end of January 2023

for only $5 Printed or $2.50 Electronic!
Your price remains the same regardless of the number of issues remaining

between your start date and the end of the Trial Subscription period!
GREAT GIFT FOR YOUR FRIENDS, FAMILY AND YOURSELF!

Subscribe before noon Wednesday
and receive your first paper Friday, the same week.

Subscribe after noon Wednesday
and your first paper will arrive Friday, the next week.

Subscribe online, over the phone or at our office.
We look forward to adding YOU to our growing MT 43 News

subscriber family!

HOW TO START YOUR NEW YEAR RIGHT:
GET YOUR TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION NOW!!

THE BIRDS NEST
200 Broadway St.

TownsendMT 59644
(406)266-1335
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Allison Kosto, MSU Broadwater County Extension 
Agent

  Dr. Seuss once said, “The more that you read, 
the more things you will know. The more that 
you learn, the more places you’ll go”. Many 
of us know the magic of a good book and the 
educational value of reading. Now, thanks to 
the Dolly Parton Imagination Library, children 
are developing a love for reading at an early age. 
This program has been in place in Broadwa-
ter County for over three years and since that 
time over 220 local children have participated. 
In 2022, there were 139 active participants, 27 
graduates and 1,617 books distributed to chil-
dren in the county. 

  The Broadwater Early Childhood Advocates 
(BECA) launched The Imagination Library 
(IL) in Broadwater County in October 2019. 
This program works in partnership with the 
Dollywood Foundation to provide free books 
to children from birth to age 5. In 2021, local 
oversight shifted from BECA to the Broadwater 
County Social Services Committee (BSCCS). 

  For the first time since the inception of the 
Dolly Parton Imagination Library in Broadwa-
ter County, a formal evaluation was conducted 
in December 2022. The evaluation showed that 
this program is already making a big impact in 
the community in just three years by increasing 
reading time, improving kindergarten readi-
ness, strengthening family bonds and fostering 
a love for reading.

  According to the survey, 77.6% of parent 
respondents felt they spend more time read-
ing to their child because of the Imagination 
Library books and that their child spent more 
time reading and playing with books since 
enrolling in the program. Additionally, 75.5% 
of respondents felt that the Imagination Library 

has helped prepare their child for kindergarten 
by improving his/her literacy and indicated 
their child asked them to read more often since 
enrolling.

  Moreover, 91.8% of respondents felt that their 
child’s enthusiasm for books has increased 
since receiving Imagination Library books and 
95.9% felt that the program has made a positive 
impact on their family. On the survey, parents 
were asked to share a story or experience on 
how the Imagination Library has influenced 
their child or family. Here are a few of the ways 
the program has impacted families in Broadwa-
ter County:

  “We are unable to afford to just go buy new 
books at will, and this program has given us the 
opportunity to receive them anyways. Until my 
oldest aged out, he got them too, and both the 
kiddos have always been SO excited to get their 
books in the mail. Now, when his little sister 
gets hers, he is still so excited to read it to her. 
It’s adorable and I love that they are learning to 
love reading and making these special memo-
ries together.”

  “The books are so diverse and so global, you 
really get to experience a small glimpse of dif-
ferent cultures, but in a very impactful way. 
Now that my son has outgrown the program, 
we still have books that are our favorites and 
books that we read over and over.”

  “Our daughter loves when we read books to 
her. She is 19 months old. We read to her at nap 
time and before bed. It has helped her identify 
so many things in the world including trains, 
planes, animals, sounds, colors, and shapes to 
name a few. The program has helped us afford 
the chance to help her grow and learn.”

  “We love getting all together and having fam-

ily time while reading our monthly books.”

  “My daughter’s favorite books have all come 
from Imagination Library! While we do have a 
nice selection of other children’s books on the 
shelf, the first ones she reaches for are the IL 
books. The stories are unique, engaging, enter-
taining and educational.”

  “As a parent, I enjoy the cultural diversity and 
introduction to authors that I may not have 
found on my own.”

  Without a doubt, the survey confirmed the 
importance of this program in our community. 
There are two ways to support the program by 
either encouraging participation or financially. 
The Dollywood Foundation covers the ad-
ministrative cost of the program while BCSSC 
funds the cost of books, postage and mailing. 
The local cost is $25 per child per year. This 
is made possible through grants, community 
organizations and donations. Donors and 
sponsors from the last two years are the Dennis 
& Phyllis Washington Foundation, Montana 
Community Foundation, United Way of the 
Lewis & Clark County Area, Walmart Founda-
tion, Broadwater County Social Services Com-
mittee, Town Pump Charitable Foundation, 
Townsend Rotary, Blackfoot Communications, 
Don & Chris Hettinger and Mike & Diane 
Brown. 

  You can sign up for the Imagination Library 
at MSU Extension in Broadwater County or 
online at https://imaginationlibrary.com/. Click 
on “Getting Started,” then “Affiliate Locator” 
and follow the steps to find the program and 
signup. For more information, registration 
brochures or to donate, contact MSU Extension 
in Broadwater County at 266-9242 or allison.
kosto@montana.edu.

THE IMAGINATION LIBRARY INSPIRES 
A LOVE FOR READING


