
Peachblow Glass
For art glass collectors, a peachblow 

vase can be as much of a treat as a 
perfectly ripe peach at the peak of its 
season. Peachblow is one of the many 
types of two-tone art glass popular in 
the late Victorian era. The shaded glass 
craze began with Amberina, shading 
from amber to ruby, patented in 1883. 
Burmese glass, shading 
from pink to yellow, was 
registered in 1885. 

In 1886, tonal pink 
shades came into vogue, 
thanks to the sale of a 
famous antique Chi-
nese ceramic vase, today 
called the Morgan vase, 
with a mottled pink glaze 
described as “peachblow” 
or “peach bloom.” By 
then, many manufactur-
ers had already perfected 
suitable opaque two-tone 
pink glass, so they capi-
talized on the vase’s fame 
with names like “Peach-
blow” (or “Peach Blow”), 
“Peach Bloom,” and 
“Peach Skin.” The exact 
colors and glassmaking 
techniques varied among 
companies; for exam-
ple, the Peachblow glass 
by Hobbs, Brockunier & Company 
had an outer layer shaded from red to 
amber and a creamy opaque lining, 
while Mt. Washington Glass Compa-
ny used the name for a single-layer 
glass shaded from pink to pale blue. 

The vase pictured here, made by the 
English company Thomas Webb & 
Sons, is shaded from red to peach. It 
sold for $163 at Forsythe’s Auctions. 
Like many pieces of peachblow glass, it 
has a satin finish; a velvety texture, per-
haps reminiscent of a real peach’s skin, 
created with an acid vapor treatment. 

* * *

Q: My father taught Engineer-
ing Graphics at Ohio State 

University during the 1960s and 
1970s. One of his favorite students 
was from India and gifted him a 
carved ivory chess set sometime 
in the late 1960s. I know ivory is 
controversial, but there is a “cut 
off” date under which it could be 

imported.  I have two questions: 1. 
Does the late 1960s fall within that 
date? 2. Is there a way to get an 
appraisal value?

A: International trade in elephant 
ivory was banned by the Con-

vention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) in 1989. 
It is legal to own ivory that was import-

ed before then. Ivory chess 
sets like yours have been 
made in India for hundreds 
of years. We have seen sets 
from the mid-20th century 
valued at about $200. Sets 
from the 19th century can be 
worth more than a thousand 
dollars. 

To get a more precise 
appraisal, you may want to 
look for an antiques dealer 
in your area or contact an 
auction house that handles 
ivory. Look for special-
ists in Asian art. If you are 
planning to sell your chess 
set, transport it across state 
lines or even give it as a gift, 
donation, or inheritance, be 
sure to check both federal 
and state laws. Federal laws 
regarding ivory have been 
updated several times in the 
last decade. The U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service (fws.gov) 

will have the latest federal laws.
* * *

TIP: When storing dishes, glassware, 
and textiles, don’t use old newspapers 
for wrapping. The ink will come off 
and may leave permanent stains.

* * *
CURRENT PRICES

Fenton, Aqua Crest, vase, milk glass, 
blue ruffled rim, flared, pedestal foot, 
11 inches, pair, $35.

Toy, Ferris wheel, Hy-Lo, six bas-
kets, multicolor, orange center, wood 
spinner, tin lithograph, Buffalo Toys, 
early 1900s, 15 1/2 inches, $265.

Imperial Glass, Free Hand, vase, 
orange, blue pulled loops, iridescent, 
flared rim, tapered base, cobalt blue 
rim and foot, 11 inches, $780.

For more collecting news, tips and 
resources, visit www.Kovels.com
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When it comes to 
decorations on Victo-
rian art glass, more 
is always better. This 
vase by Thomas Webb 
& Sons has the shaded 

color scheme called 
peachblow, a satin 

finish, and gold flowers 
and butterflies.
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PHOTO CAPTION: When it comes to decora-

tions on Victorian art glass, more is always 

better. This vase by Thomas Webb & Sons 

has the shaded color scheme called peach-

blow, a satin finish, and gold flowers and but-

terflies. 


