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Contract Bridge

ONE UP FROM DOWN UNDER

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
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The bidding:
South West North  East
16 Pass 24 Pass

29 Pass 3NT  Pass
49 Pass 5Y Pass
6y

Opening lead — king of diamonds.

Here is a neat hand played by Bruce
Bell, New Zealand expert. It features
a rare sequence of plays that led to a
most unusual ending.

West led a diamond against six
hearts, and Bell had to choose
between two methods of play. He
could try to ruff spades in dummy,
which seemed likely to leave him
short of his goal, or he could attempt a

dummy reversal, which would require
little more than a 3-2 trump division.
Bell selected the latter approach and
made the slam as a result.

The principle underlying a dum-
my reversal is that declarer uses the
trumps in his own hand to ruff dum-
my’s losers, instead of using dum-
my’s trumps to ruff the losers in his
hand. Properly executed, a dummy
reversal produces more trump tricks
than declarer would normally be able
to make.

Bell ruffed West’s king-of-diamonds
lead, played a heart to the queen, ruffed
another diamond, led a heart to the
king and ruffed a third diamond. Hav-
ing exhausted the trumps in his own
hand, he next led the jack of clubs to
the queen. He then cashed the ace of
trump and ace of diamonds, on which
he discarded the A-K of clubs!

After unblocking the clubs with
these discards, Bell was able to cash
the 10-9-8 of clubs to bring himself
to 11 tricks, and the ace of spades
accounted for the slam-going trick.

In all, Bell scored four clubs, the
ace of diamonds, the ace of spades,
and six trump tricks to escape what
appeared to be certain defeat as the
cards lay.
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