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* On July 13, 2013, Patrisse Cullors,
a Los Angeles community organiz-
er, read a friend’s Facebook post
expressing distress over the acquit-
tal of George Zimmerman, who’d
killed Trayvon Martin the year before,
and replied to the post with the first
instance of the #BlackLivesMatter
hashtag.

* On July 14, 1918, Quentin Roos-
evelt, a 20-year-old pilot in the United
States Air Service and the fourth son
of former President Theodore Roos-
evelt, was shot down and killed by a
German Fokker plane over the Marne
River in France.

e On July 15, 1953, John Christie,
one of England’s most notorious kill-
ers, was executed. Four months earli-
er, police and a tenant in West London
had discovered the remains of four
women, one of whom was Christie’s
wife, at a house where he’d lived, and
he was apprehended and confessed
a week later. Detectives soon found
additional bodies buried in the yard
behind the house as well.

* On July 16, 1862, Ida B. Wells, a
future educator, investigative journal-
ist and civil rights activist, was born
into slavery in Holly Springs, Mis-
sissippi. Motivated in part by racism
within the women’s suffrage move-
ment, she would eventually found and
co-found the NAACP, the National
Association of Colored Women, and
the Alpha Suffrage Club.

* On July 17, 1996, a TWA Boeing
747 jetliner headed for Paris exploded
over the Atlantic Ocean, killing all 230
passengers and crew aboard and cre-
ating a fireball seen along most of the
Long Island coastline. A highly criti-
cized investigation ended two years
later with the conclusion that the trag-
edy had been caused by mechanical
failure rather than a suspected bomb
or missile.

* On July 18 1995, “Dreams from
My Father: A Story of Race and Inher-
itance,” a memoir by a law professor
by the name of Barack Obama, was
published prior to its author’s entry
into the political realm. Thirteen years
later, that largely unknown professor
would be elected America’s 44th pres-
ident.

e On July 19, 1952, air traffic con-
trollers in Washington, D.C., sighted
UFOs flying over the White House
and U.S. Capitol. More would appear
a week later, but all were dismissed as
simply a weather phenomenon.
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