Amber Waves

by Dave T. Phipps

OK, PEPPER, | GIVE UP. YOU
WON'T FETGH THE FRISBEE,
A BALL OR EVEN THE STICK.

I CAN'T SEEM To GET
YOU TO ROLL OVER OR
EVEN PLAY DEAD.

YOU KNOW HOW FRUSTRATING
IT IS WHEN DESPITE MY BEST
EFFORTS YOU REFUSE TO LISTEN?
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by Gary Kopervas
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The Spats by Jeff Pickering

NEVER LOOK A
GIFT HORSE IN
THE MOUTH.

THEN WHICH
PART SHOULD
I LOOK INP/p

You PUSH
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King Crossword
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ACROSS
1 Center

4 Solo in space 7
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18]

7 Lawn mower
brand

8 Spoils, with

Ilon n
10 Wanderer

11 Beethoven's
Third

13 Time man-
agement aids

16 Citric bever-
age

17 Got up
18 Mosquito

barrier
19 "— chic!"

37

20 Feel sorry for
21 Mom's sister,

39

informally 40 41
23 "Timein a
Bottle" 39 Sloth's home 10 Secret protect- 25 Actress
singer 40 Ballpark fig. ing doc. Dawber
25 Impudent 41 Even so 12 Mountain 26 "Papa" of
26 Owl call crest classical
27 Solid-rock DOWN 14 Quarry music
insert 1 Bro 15 Farm pen 28 Molts
28 Spine- 2 Russianriver 19 Stick witha 29 Traction aid
tingling 3 Tattoos, e.g. kick 30 Archipelago
30 Lupino of film 4 Circle dances 20 Cauldron part
33 Commuters' 5 Expiate 21 Greek story- 31 Editing mark
buys 6 Dresden deni- teller 32 Ninny
36 Turned to al 22 Faraway orb 34 Verifiable
mush 7 Frog's kin 23 Business 35 Harboring a
37 Lounges 8 Apollo's birth- abbr. grudge
38 Egypt's place 24 Author's pay-
neighbor 9 Picturesque ment
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Weekly SUDOKU

GUESS WE

FOUND TH' FOLKS
OF DIRKS ISLAND.

WE NEEDS A PLAN THAT'LL
MAKE SURE NO INNOCINKS
GIT HURT THAT ALSO PUTS

THEM ROBOTS DOWN. MOVING.
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Just Like Cats & Dogs

WE GO IN AND
PUNCH RoBOTS INOW 9E GOTSK
"TIL THEY STOP

OH, SURE.

FUN IDEAS!
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

@ Moderate 4@ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
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by Dave T. Phipps /

AT THIS POINT I DON'T THINK TECH SUPPORT WILL
[HELP.. I MEAN, THEY WOULD HELP, BUT BASED ON THE
\iAST 3 CALLS THEY MAY BE AFRAID TO ANSWER’.J

CryptoQuip )

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout

the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: H equals Y
M UBNRQ ICVIYMPRH PBJ
VCIBFFCPQ JOYJ JYMRBV JB

YPHBPC CRZC. OC QMQP’J

ZNMJ FC UCRR.
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[ort Schect

“Our slow waiter is moonlighting, during

the day he’s an

SCRAMBLERS

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!
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Running errands

FiveSpot"

1. TELEVISION: Who is the long-
time host of the reality show "Survivor"?

2. MOVIES: What is the song playing
when the lead characters dance the twist
in "Pulp Fiction"?

3. U.S. STATES: The first president,
George Washington, was born in which
colony that would later become a state?

4. GEOGRAPHY: Which South Amer-
ican country controls Easter Island?

5. MYTHOLOGY: To which mytho-
logical character is the Parthenon dedi-
cated?

6. LITERATURE: Which war is the
background for Anthony Doerr's novel
"All the Light We Cannot See"?

7. MATH: What is the sum of the first
five prime numbers?

8. INVENTORS: Which inventor
developed more than 300 products from
peanuts?

9. MUSIC: Who won Album of the
Year at the 2026 Grammys?

10. HISTORY: In what year did U.S.
women earn the right to open credit
cards in their own names?
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